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THE 

CONNOISSEUR. 

By Mr. ^ O W N, 
CuiTic and Cibnsor-Gener al. 



Numb. I. Tburfday^ January 31, 1754* 

— — -^ — — • — Ordine gentis 
Mores, et ftudia, ct populos, et praetia dicam. 

ViRG, 

Tbdr JluSiS Mfid perjmis in order flmun^ 

Tis mine u mmi the Mcmmrs rf T HB, Town. 

mS I have spumed the charadler of 
Censor-General, I fhall follow 
the example of the old Roman Cen- 
for ; the firft part of whofe duty was 
to review the people, and diftribute them into 
their feveral divifions. I Ihall therefore enter upon 
Vol. I. B my 



2 ' The CONNOISSEUR. N\ i. 

my.office, by taking a curfory furvey of what is 
ufually called The TOWN. In this I (hai 
not confine myfelf to the exafl method of a geo- 
grapher, but carry the reader fom one quarter to 
another, as it may fuit my convenience, or beft 
contribute to his entertainment. 

W H E N a comedian, celebrated for his ex- 
cellence in the part of Shyhcky firft undertook 
that character, he made daily viiits to the center 
of bufmefs, the 'Change and the adjaoent 
coflFee-houfes J that by a frequent intercouHe 
and convcxfation with ^^ the unforefkina'd xace^'* 
he might habituate himfelf to their air and de- 
portment. A like deiire of penetrating into the 
moft fecret fprings of afUon in thefe people has 
often led Me there ; but I was never more di*- 
verted than at Garratvay's a few days before the 
drawing of the lottery. I not only could read 
hope, fear, and all the various paffions excited by 
a love of gain, ftrongly paStui^ ia the facea of 
thofe who came to buy ; but I remarked with no 
lefs delight, the many little artifices. madQ tife of 
to allure adventurers, as well as the viiible al- 
terations in the looks of the fellers, according as 
the demand for tickets gave occafion to raife or 
lower their price. So deeply were the counte* 

nances of thefe bubble-brokers^ imprell^4 with 

an 
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an attention to the main chance, and their 
minds Teemed fo dead to all other fenlktions, that 
one might almoft doubt, where money is out of 
the cafe, whether a yew ** has eyes, hands, or- 
** gans, dimenftons, fenfes, afiedtions, paffions.'' 

From Garrawafs it is but a (hort ftep to a 
gloomy clafs of mortals, not Icfs intent on gain 
than the ftock-jobber : I mean the difpenfers of 
IHfe and death"", who flock together, like birds of 
prey watching for carcafes, at Batfor^s. I never 
enter this place, but it ferves as a memento mori 
to me. What a formal afTemblage of fable fuits, 
and tremendous perukes ! I have often met here a 
moft iiltimate acquaintance, whom I have fcarce 
known again ; a fprightly young fellow, with 
whom I have fpent many a jolly hour ; but being 
juft dubbed a graduate in phyiic, he has gained 
foch an. entire conqueft over the rifible mufcles, 
that he hardly vouchfafes at any time to fmile. 
I have heard him harrangue, with all the oracular 
importance *of a veteran, on the poiEbility of 
'Camiin^s fubfiiling for a whole month on a 
few bits of bread ; and he is now preparing a 
treatife, in which will be fet forth a new and 
infallible method to prevent the fpreading of the 
plague from France into England. Bat/en's has 
been reckoned the feat of folemn ftupidity : yet 

B 2 is 



4 The CONNOISSEUR. Nt.r. 

is it not totally devoid of tafte and common fenfe. 
They have among them phyficians, who can cope . 
with the moft eminent lawyers or divines ; and 
critics, who can relifh the ftd volatile of a witty 
compofition, or determine how much fire is re* 
quifite to fidblimate a trsLgtdj fecimdum artem. 

Emerging from thefe difmal regions, I am 
glad to breathe the pure air in St. PauTs cofiee- 
houfe : where (as I profeis the higheft veneration 
for our clergy) I cannot contemplate the magni- 
ficence of the cathedral vnthout refleding on the 
abjed condition of thofe " tatter'd crapes,*' who 
are faid to ply here for an occafional burial or 
fer mon, with the fame regularity as the happier 
drudges, who falute us with the cry of '' coach^ 
" fir," or ** chair your honour/' 

And here my publiflicr would not forgive me, 
was I to leave the neighbourhood without taking 
notice of the Chapter cofFee-houfe, which is fre- 
quented by thofe encouragers of literature, and 
(as they are ftiled by an eminent critic) *' not^ 
" the worft judges of merit, the bookfellers." 
The converfation here naturally turns upon the 
newefl publications ; but their cridcifins are fome- 
what fingulan When they fay a good book, 
they do not mean to praife the itile or fentiment^ 

but 
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but the quick and exteniive fale of it* That book 
in the phrafe of the Conger is beft, which fells 
moft: and if the demand for Quarks (hould be 
greater than for Pope^ he would have die higheft 
place on the rubric-poft. There are alfo many 
parts of every work liable to their remarks, 
which fall not within the notice of lefs accurate 
obfervers. A few nights ago I faw one of thefe 
<gentleinentake up a fermon, and after feemlng 
>ta pefttfe it for fome time with great attention, 
he delared^ " it was very good EngUJh.^ The 
reader'will judge whether I was moft furprifed or 
diverted, when I difcovered, that he was not 
commending the purity and elegance of the die* 
tion, but the beauty of the type ; which, it feems^ 
is known among the printers by that appellation. 
We muft not, however, think the members of 
the Conger ftrangers to the deeper parts of 
literature ; for as carpenters, fmiths, mafons, and 
all mechanics fmell of the trade they labour at, 
bookfellers take a peculiar turn from their con* 
Tiexions vnth books and authors. The charac- 
ter of the bookfeller is commonly formed on 
the writers in his fervice. Thus one is a poli- 
tician or a deift ; another afFefts humour, or aims 
at turns of -wit and repartee; while a third 
perhaps is grave, moral, and fentcntious. 

B ? The 



6 Thi CONNOISSEUR. Nm. 

The Temple is the barrier, that divides the 
City and fuburbs; and the gentlemen^ wborefide 
there, feem influenced by the fituation of the place 
they inhabit. Templars are, in general, a kind 
of citizen-courtiers. They aim at the w and 
mien of the drawing-room; but the holiday 
fmartnefs of a prentice, heightened with fome 
additional touches of the rake or coxcomb, be- 
trays itfelf in every thing they do. The Timpltj 
however, is flocked with it's peculiar beaux, wita^ 
poets, critics, and every chara£ber in the gay 
world : And it is a thoufaad pities, that fo pretty 
a fcciety fliould be difgraced with a few dull fel- 
lows, who can fubmit to puzzle themfelves with 
cafes and reports, and have not tafte enough tQ 
follow the genteel method of fiudying the law* 

I SHALL now, like a true ftudent of the Temple^ 
hurry from thence to Covent-Garden^ the acknow- 
ledged region of gallantry, wit, and criticifm ; 
and hope to be excufed for not flopping at 
Georgia in my way, as the Bedford affords a 
greater variety of nearly the fame charaders. 
This cofFee-houfe is every night crouded with 
men of parts. Almoft every one you meet is a 
polite fcholar and a wit. Jokes and bon mots are 
echoed from box to box; every branch of litera- 
ture is critically examined, and the merit of 

every 
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N^i. . the CONNOISSEUR. 7 

every produdKon of the prefs, or performance at 
the theatres, weighed and determined. This 
(chool (to which I am my felf indebted for a great 
part of my education, and in which, though 
unworthy, I am now arrived at the honour of 
being a public lefturer) has bred up many au- 
thors^ to the amazing entertainment and inftruc- 
tion of their readers. Buttm\ the grand arche- 
type of the Bedford^ was frequented by Addifon^ 
Steele^ Pope^ and the reft of that celebrated fet, 
who flouriDied at the beginning of this century ; 
and was regarded with juft deference on account 
of the real geniufles who frequented it. But we 
can now boaft men of fuperior abilities 5 men, 
who without any one acquired excellence, by 
the mere dint of an happy aflurance, can exadl 
the fame tribute of veneration, and receive it as 
due to the illufirious characters, the fcribblers, 
players, fiddlers, gamblers, that make fo large a 
part of the company at the Be^&rd. 

I SHALL now take leave of Covent-Gardm^ 
and defire the reader's company to fyhites. Here 
(as Fanirugb fays of Lockefs) " he may have a 
*« difli no bigger than a faucer, that (hall coft 
*• him fifty (hillings." The great people, who 
frequent this place, do not interrupt their politer 
amufcments, like the wretches at Garrawaysy 

B 4 with 
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with bufinefs^ any farther than to go down to 
JVeflminfier one feffions to vote for a bUl, and the 
next to' repeal it. Nor do they trouble themfelves 
with literary debates^ as at the Bedford. Learn- 
ing is beneath the notice of a man of quality. 
They employ themfelves more faihionably at whift 
for the trifle of a thoufand pounds the rubber» or 
by making bets on the lye of the day. 

From this very genteel place the reader muft 
not be furprifed, if I (hould convey him to a 
cellar, or a common porter-houfe. For as it is 
my province to delineate and remark on man* 
kind in general, whoever becomes my difdple 
muft not refufe to follow me from the Star and 
Garter to the Gwfe and Gridiron^ and be content 
to climb after me up to an author's garret> or 
give me leave to introduce him to a route. In 
my prefent curfory view of The Town I have, in- 
deed, confined my felf principally to coSee-houfes ; 
though I conftantly vifit all places, that afford any 
matter for fpeculation. 1 am a Scotchman at 
Forre/l% a Frenchman at Slaughter's, and at the 
Cocoa-Tree I am— —an Englishman. At the 
RoRn Hood I am a politician, a logician, a gee* 
metrician, a phyfician, a metaphyfician, a ca^ 
fuift, a moralift, a theologift, a mythologift, or 
any thing — but an Atheift. Wherever the 

W0RU> 
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World is, I am. You will therefore hear of 
me (bmetimes at the theatres, fometimes perhaps 
at the opera : Nor (ball I think the exhibitions of 
Sadler^s fVellsy or the Little Theatre in the Hay^ 
market^ beneath my notice; but may one day of 
other give a diflertation upon Tumblingy or ( if 
they (hould again become popular) a critique on 
Dogs and Monkeys. 

Though the Town is the walk I fliall gene- 
rally appear in, let it not be imagined, that vice 
and folly will fhoot up unnoticed in the country. 
My coufin Village has undertaken that pro- 
vince, and will fend me the frefheft advices of 
^very fault or foible that takes root there. But 
as it is my chief ambition to pleafe and inftrud): 
die ladies, I (hall eqnbrace every opportunity of 
devoting my labours to their fervice : and I may 
with juftice congratulate myfelf upon the happi- 
nefr of living in an age, when the female part 
of the world are fo ftudious to find employment 
for a Censor. 

The charafier of Mr. Town is, I flatter 
myfelf, too well known tu need an explanation. 
How far, and in what fenfe, I propofe to be a 
Connoisseur, the reader will gather from my 
general motto: 

B s Non 
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-— — - — Non de villis domibufve alienis. 
Nee male necneLepos faltet^ fed quod magis ad nos 
Pertinet, et nefcire malum eft, agitamus. 

HOR. 

tf%o bitter knows to buildy and who to dance^ 
Or this from Italy, or that from France, 
Our Connoisseur will nier pretend to fcan^ 
Bui point the follies of mankind to man. 
m important knowledge of ourf elves explain^ 
Which not to know all knowledge is hut vain. 

As Critic and Censor-General, I (hall 
take the liberty to animadvert on every thing, 
that appears to me vicious or ridiculous ; always 
endeavouring " to hold, as 'twere, the mirrour 
** up to Nature, to fhew Virtue her 9wn feature, 
** Scorn her own image, and the very Age and 
" body of the Time his form and preflure. 
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Numb. II. Thurfday^ February "jy 1754. 

— Commifla quod audio vendit 

Stantibus, oenophorum, tripodes, armaria, ciftas* 

JUY, 

MatntdJiatueSy rujiy medals^ marbles old. 
By Sloanc colle^edy or by Langford yJi/, 

I Have already received letters from feveral 
Virtuofij cxprefGng their aftonilhment and 
concern at my difappointing the warm hopes 
they had conceived of my undertaking fiom the 
title of my paper. They tell me, that by de- 
ierting the paths of J^rtiiy I at once negle£l the 
public intereft and my own s that by fupporting 
the chara£i:er of Connoisseur in its ufual fenfej^ 
I might have obtained very confiderable falaries 
from the principal audion-rooms, toy-fhops, 
and repofitories ; and might befldes very plaufibly 
have recommended myfelf as the propereft perfon 
in the world, to be keeper of Sir Hans Sloanii 
Mufeumm 

I CANNOT be infenfible of the importance of 
this capital bufinefs of Tafte, and how much 
reputation as ytcU as profit would accrue to my 

B 6 labour$j| 
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labours, by confining them to the minuteft re- 
fearcbes into nature and art, and poring over the 
ruft pf antiquity. I very virell know, that the 
difcovery of a new Zoophyte^ or fpecies of the 
Polype^ would be as valuable as that of the Lon^ 
gitude. The cabinets of the curious would fur- 
nifli out matter for my eflays, more iiifl:ru£Ung 
than all the learned lumber of a Vatican. Of 
what confequence would it be, to point out the 
diftin£lions of originals from copies fo precifely, 
that the paltry fcratchings of a modem may ne- 
ver hereafter be palmed on a Commjftur for the 
labours of a Rmbrandt ! I fhould command ap- 
plaufe from the adorers of antiquity, were I to 
demonftrate, that merit never exifted but in the 
ichools of the old painters, never flouriflied but 
in the warm climate of Italy : And how (hould I 
rife in the efteem of my countrymen, by chaftifing 
the arrogance of an EngUJhman in prefuming to 
determine the Amdyjis of Beauty ! 

At other times I might take occafion to (hew 

my fagacity in conje£hires on nifty coins and 

illegible marbles. What profound erudition is 

contained in an half-obliterated antique piece of 

copper! TRAJ. IMP. P. VII. COSS. 

MAX. •♦♦ TREE. V. P. P. S. C; 

and how sReriieUlou^y mo3 couttcou0 aniy tesi^te 

teortjjff 
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tDortf^ee teaHeti would the barbarous infcription of 
fome ancient monument appear to thee, and hoir 
plcafaunt to tf^sne eene toctf^ealli thus preferved in 
its obfolete fpelling, and original ^lacl CT^araf et ! 
To this branch of Tafle I am more particularly 
prefled : A correfpondent defires to know, whe<> 
ther I was of the party, that lately took a furvey 
of Palmyra in the Defart j another, if I have tra- 
verfed the Hohf Land^ or vifited Mount Calvary: 
I ihall not fpeak too proudly of m^ travels : but 
as my predeceflbr the Spectator has recom- 
mended bimfelf by having made a trip to Grand 
Cairo to take meafure of a pyramid, I aflure my 
reader, that I have climbed Mount Vefuuio in the 
midft of it's eruptions, and dug (bme time under- 
ground in the ruins of HercuJanium* 

I SHALL always be follicitous to procure the 
efteem of fo refpe£lable a body as the Connoiffiurs ; 
iincelcannot but be fenfible, could I anyway merit 
it by my labours, how much more important the 
name of Mr. Town would appear, dignified 
with the addition of F. R. S. or Member of the 
Society of Antiquarians I therefore take this early 
opportunity of obliging the curious with a letter 
from a very eminent perfoiiage, who, as well as 
myfelf, is lately become a Connoisseur, and is 
known to have gone abroad for no other purpofe 
than tQ buy Pifiwreu To 
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To Mr. .**** »****♦ 

Dear Sir, 

TH E hurry in which I left England muft 
have convinced you how much I was in 
eameft, when I talked of making a valuable 
colledion of pi3ures« By my frequent attend* 
ance on fales, I already know almoft as much of 
painting, as I do of the funds ; and can talk as 
learnedly of light and ihade, figure, proportion, 
drapery, &c. as of the rife and fall of flocks. I 
have, however, been very much »embarrafled in 
getting together a colle£lion, Suitable to the reli* 
gion I profefs. The famous painters were mofl 
of them fuch bigots to their own way of think- 
ing, that they have fcarce left any thing be- 
hind them but Holy Families^ Dead Chrijls^ and 
Madonas; fubje£ls, which to me and my tribe 
are odious and abominable. A pidure, fince 
it has the property of being the language of 
all mankind, ihould never be particular in it's 
fubje<St; but we fhould paint, as the En^Jh are 
taught to pray, " for all Jews, Turks, Infidel* 
*• and Heretics." 

When I have made the Xjomx ol Italy ^ I will 
fend you a complete lift of all my purchafes : in 
the mean time, the following ihort fpecimen will 

enable 
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enable you to judge of my precautions, in feleft^ 
ing pieces fuitable to my chara£ler5 and not oflFen- 
five to my principles. 

The firft that I bought was <« the Elevation 
" of the Golden Calf." This I fhall fet up iii 
the Royal Exchange^ as a typical reprefentation 
of myfelf, to be worftiipped by all brokers, iti*- 
fiirers, fcriveners, and ^ the whole fraternity of 
ftock-jobbers. 

The fecond is " the Triumph of Gideon.** 
This I intended, if a late projed in favour of our 
brethren had not mifcarried, ihould have been hung 
up in St. Stephen*s Chapel, as a memorial of out 
viftory over the Uncircumcifed. 

The third and fourth are « Peter denying 
«« his Mafter," and " JudAs betraying him for 
•* thirty pieces of filver^" both which I defign 

IS prefents to our two worthy friends, the B s 

of — — and — , 

The next which I fhall mention to yon, de«> 
ferves particular notice ; and this is ^' the Prophet 
** of Nazareth himfelf, conjuring the Devil into 
•* an herd of Swine.'* From this piece, when 
I return t<F England^ I intend to have a print 

engraved J 
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«igravcd; being very proper to be had in all 
Jewijh famUieS) as a neceflary prefervative againft 
Pork and Chriftianity. 

I SHALL not tire you with a particular detail 

of fome other Icfler pieces; fuch as The 

Deluge, in water colours — ^The New Jerufalein, 
in perfpedive — Some Ruins of the Temple— 
A Publican at the Receipt of Cuftom — and — 
a Sampson in miniature* 

Besides thefe, I have employed an ingenious 
artift here to execute a defign of my own. It is 
a pidure of Fortune, not (landing (as in the 
common ftile) upon a kind of cart-wheel, but on 
the two wheels of the lottery ; with a reprefenta- 
tion of a net caft over the leffer engroflers of 
tickets,, while a Chief Manager is breaking 
his way through the mefhes. 

I MUST not forget to tell you, that I have 
picked up an infamous pourtrait, by an EngU/h 
hand, called Shylock ; with the following infcrip* 
tidn under it, taken I fuppole from the Lmdon 
Evening Poft^ or that impudent Fool the Ga-^ 
Zitteer: " They have difgraced me, and bin- - 
<< dered me half a million, laught at my lofles^ 
^ mockt at my gains, fcomed my nation, 

<« thwarted 
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" thwarted my bargains, cooled my friends, 
^^ heated mine enemies ; ■ and what's the 

** reafon ? I am a Jew," 

As Toon as the parliament is diflblved, you 
may expe£l to fee me in England ^ till when 

I am, dear fir, yours, &c. 

I SHALL here fubjoin a letter of a very differ- 
ent ftamp ; which points out to me another walk 
as a Connoisseur, not lefs extenfive perhaps^ 
and more agreeable to the modern tafte, than 
that of Ftrtu. 

To Mr. r fT N. 

S I R, 

ISuppofe Connoisseur is only another word 
for a Knowing One. So write me a few 
papers in defence of cards, dice, races, and 
gaming in general ; and I will admit you upon 
the Square^ introduce you at fFhiie% fit you upon 
the Turf^ the next meeting at Newmarket^ and 
make your fortune at once. If you are the man 
I take you for, you will be wife, and do this di- 
re&ly ; and then the odds are for you. If not, 

rn 
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Ill hold you an hundred pounds to a China 
orange, that your paper is negledled as low and 
vulgar, and yourfelf condemned as an unfaihion- 
able blockhead. 

Tours, as you behave. 

Will. Hazard. 
T. 

Numb. III. Thutjday, February 14, 1764. 

Suave mari magno, turbantibus aequora ventis, 
£ terrd magnum alterius fpet^are labotem. 

LUCRET. 

When raging winds the ruffled deep deform^ 
We look at dijiance, and enjoy the fiorm \ 
Toft bn the waves with pleafure others fee. 
Nor heed their dangers, while ourf elves are free. 

'E writers of eflays, or (as they are termed) 
periodical papers, j uftly claim to our felvcs 
a place among the modern improvers of literature. 
Neither B^ley nor Burman, nor any other equally 
fagacious commentator, has been able to difcover 
the leaft traces of any fimilar productions among 
the ancients: except we can fuppofe, that the 
hiftory of Tbucidydes was retailed weekly in fix- 
penny numbers ; that Seneca dealt out his morality 

every 



w 
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every Saturday j or that TuBy wrote (pccches and 
philofophical difquifitions, whilft Fiirgil and Ho" 
race clubbed together to fumifh the poetry, for a 
Roman Magazine. 

There. is a word» indeed, by which we are 
fond of diilingufhing our works, and for which 
we muft confefs ourfelves indebted to the Latin. 
Myfelf, and every petty journalift, affed to dig- 
nify our hafty performance^ by fliling the^ Lu- 
cubrations; by which v(^e mean, if we oidun 
any thing, that as the day is too fhort for our la- 
bours, we are obliged to call in the aififtance of 
the night : not to mention the modeft infmuation, 
that our compofitions are fo correiS)^ that (like 
the orations of Demofthtnes) they may be iaid to 
fmeU of the lamp. We would be underftood to 
follow the direSions of the Roman Satirift ** to 
*' grow pale by the midnight candle ;" though 
perhaps, as bur own Satirift: expreiles it, we may 
be thought 

SUeplefs ourfelves to give our readers fleep. 

But, as a relief from the fatigue of (b many 
reftlefs hours, we have frequently ^0«# to Jleep for 
the benefit of the public : and furely we, whofe 
' labours are confined to a (heet and half, may be 
indulged in taking a nap now and then, as well 
as tbolb engaged in longer works | who (accord- 
ing 
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ing to Horace) are to be excufed, if a little drow- 
zhds (bmetiines creeps in upon them. 

After this preface, the reader will not be 
furprifed, if I take the liberty to relate a dream of 
ray own. It is ufual on diefe occafions to be 
lulled to flcep by fome book ; and moft of my 
brethren pay that compliment to Ftrgil or Shaie- 
J^iore: but as I could never difcover any opiate 
qualities in thofe audhors, I chofe rather to doze 
over fome modern performance. I muft beg 
to be excufed from mentioning particulars, as I 
would not provoke the refentment of my cotem- 
j)oraries : Nobody will imagine, that I dipt into 
any of our modem novels, or took up any of 

our late tragedies. Let it fuiHce, that I pre* 

fimtly fell faft afleep. 

I FOUND myfelf tranfported in an inftant to 
the (hore of an immenfe fea, covered with innu- 
merable veflels ; and though many of them fud- 
denly diiappeared every minute, I faw others 
continually launching forth, and perfuing the 
fame courfe. The feers of vifions, and dreamers 
of dreams, have their organs of fight fo confi- 
derably improyed, that they can take in any ob- 
jeft, however diftant or minute. It is not there- 
fore to be wondered at, that I could difcem every 

thing 
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thing diftinfUy, though the waters before me 
were of the deepeft black. 

Whils I flood contemplating this amazing 
fcene, one of thoie good-natured Gekii, who 
never fail making dieir appearance to extri- 
cate ditamers from their difficulties, rofe fix)m 
die fable ftream, and planted himfelf at my 
elbow. His compleadon was of die darkeft hue, 
not. unlike that of die Damons of a printing- 
houfe ; his j.et^ beard ihone like die briftles of a 
a blackiftg-f^rufh : on his head he wore a turbant 
of imperial paper ; and 

Tijsri bung a cdf-JtAn on his reverend Urnis* 

which was gilt on the back, and faced with 
robings of Morocco^ lettered^ (like a rubric-poft) 
with the names of the moft eminent authors. In 
his left hand he bore a printed fcroll, which 
from the marginal corre£iions I imagined to be a 
proof-fheet^ and in his right he waved the quill 
of a goofe. 

He immediately accoftcd me. *^ Town, 

^* faid he, I am the Genius, who is deftined to 
'* condudl you through thefe turbulent waves. 
^^ The fea that you now behold is the Ocean of 
** Ink. Thofe towers, at a great diftance, 

<* whoft 
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^^ vbofe baies are fouaded upon rockS) and 

*' whofe tops feem loflr i/i the clouds^ are (ituated 

<< in the Isle of Fame. Contiguous to thefe, 

^ you may dUcertii by the glittering of its golden 

«< iaods, 18 the Coast of Gain, wbidi leads to 

*< a fertile and rich Country. All t&e veflfels, 

^^ which are. yonder failing with a fair wind oft 

<< the main iea^ are making towards one or other 

<< of thde : but you will obferve, that on their 

<< fixft fettiiog out di^ were irrefdiibly drawn 

^\ info the Eduxss of Cjuticism, where they 

*< were oUiged to encounter the moft dreadful 

*< tempefts and hurricanes. In thefe dangerous 

** ftreights, you fee with what violence every bark 

^< is toft up and down : fome go to the bottom 

" at once; others, after a faint ftruggle, are beat 

** to pieces ; many are much damaged ; while a 

<< few by found planks and tight rigging are ena* 

*' bled to weather the florm/' 

At this fight I ftarted back with horror : and 
the remembrance ftill dwdls fo ftrong upon my 
fancy, that I even now imagine the torrent of 
Criticism burfting in upon me, and ready to 
overwhelm me in an inftant. 

** Cast a look, refumeS my inftruflior, on that 
^^ vaft lake divided into two parts, which lead to 
'^ yonder magnificent ftru^res, ere&ed by the 

^* Tragic 
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<< TragU and Ctmic Muft. There you vasf ob- 
*< ferve m«iy trying to force a paflage wkhouC 
<< clKUt or compafi. Some have been oTcriet by 
<( crouding too much iai^* and others have fiMm- 
^< dered by carrying too mudi ballaft. An^ilK 
^< ca<&7» veilel (the oiaAer an hifimm) was^ 
<< through contrary iquallsf fcarce able to live 
<< nine days : but you fee that light lidUan gon- 
^^ dola, t ^^^ AnumA Gdofii ikims along plea- 
*^ (antly before the wind, and out-ftrips the 
^ punted frigates t>f her country, % Ditbtie and 
<< Afiafirfi* Obferve diat triumphant fquadron^ 
^ towhde flag all the others pay homage. Moft 
^ of them are flups of the firft rate, and were 
^ fkted oirt many years ago. Though (bme- 
^ what irregular in their make, and but little 
^ conformable to the exa£t rules of art, they 
<^ will ever continue the pride and gloiy of dieie 
<^ feas : for, as it is remarked by the p-eient 
" Laureat in his prologue to Papal Tjrannj^ 

^ Shakefpeare, wkejt art m play-wright can exceUy 
<< Has laumVd us fleet! rf flays ^ aud buib them ivett** 

Thb Genius then bade me turn my eye, 
where the water feemed to foam with perpe- 
tual agitation. << That, faid he, is the ftrong 

r, 

* FhUoclea^ a tragedy j fovAded on Sir PbiSp Sjdntfs ArcoMst 
f Aa adndred Burkttu^ % ^P^^** 

*« Current 
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<< Current of Politics, often fatal to thofe 
^< who venture on it." I could not but take notice 
of a poor wretch on the oppofite (hore, fiiflened 
by the ears to a terribll^ machine. Thtt, the 
Genius informed me, was the memorable D^^, 
fet up there as a land-mark, to prevent future 
manners from fplitting on the fame rock. 

To this turbulent profped fucoeeded objefb of 
a more placid nature. In a little creek, winding 
through floweiy meads and ihady groves, I dea- 
fened feveral gilded yachts and pleafiire-boatSt 
alU of them keeping due time with their filver 
oars, and gliding dong the fmooth, even, calm, 
regularly flowing Rivulets of Rmyme. Shep- 
herds and fhepherdefTes played on the banks; 
4ie fails were gently fwelled with the foft breezea 
of amorous fighs; and little Loves fported in the 
(liken cofdage. 

My attention was now called ofF from thefe 
pacific fcenes to an obftinate engagement be- 
tween feveral fbips, diftinguifhed from all others 
by bearing the Holy Crofs for their colours. 
Thefe, the Genius told me, were employed in 
the Holy War of Religious Contromerfy \ and he 
painted out to itie a few Corfairs in the fervice of 
the Infidels^ fometimes aiding one party, fome- 
tlmes iiding with the other, as might beft con- 
tribute to the general confufion. 



fc; 
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I OBSERVED in different parts of the ocean feve- 
nd gallies, which were rowed by flaves. " Thofe, 
** faid the Genius, are fitted out by very oppref- 
*• five owners, and are all of them bound to the 
** Coast of Gain, The miferable wretches, 
*« whom you fee chained to the oars, are obliged 
<< to tug without the leaft refpite ; and though 
** the voyage fhould turn out fuccefsfiil, they 
** have little or no (hare in the profits. Some few 
«« you may obf^rve, who rather chufe to make a 
« venture on their own bottoms. Thefe work 
<< as hard as the galley-flaves, and are frequently 
^* caft away: but though they are ever fo often 
<< wrecked, neceffity ftill conflrains them to put 
<< out to fea again. 



HoR. 



^— — — ^ — - — *' reficit rates 
<^ Quailas, indocilis pauperiem pati.'' 

Still mu/l the wretch hisjhatter^d bark refit \ 
For who tojiarve can patiently fubmit ? 

It were needlefs to enumerate many other par- 
ticulars, that engaged my notice. Among the 
reft was a large fleet of Annotators, Putch-buibj 
which failed very heavy, " were oftef j,-ound, 
and continually ran foul on each otht. The 
whole ocean, I alfo found, was infefteu by pi- 

Vol. I. C rates. 
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rates, who ranfacked every rich veflel that came 
in their way. Moft of thefe were endeavouring 
to make die Coast of Gain by hanging eut 
falfe colours, or by forging their paiT-ports, and 
pretending to be freighted out by the moft repu- 
table traders. 

My eyes were at laft fixed, I know not how, 
on a fpacious channel, running through the midft 
of a great city. I felt fuch a fecret impulfe at this 
fight, that I could not help enquiring particularly 
about it. ** The difcovery of that paflage, iaid 
the Genius, was firft niade by one Bkkerjlaff^ 
in the good fhip called The Tatler, and who 
afterwards embarked in The Spectator and 
Guardian. Thefe have been followed fince 
by a number of little floops, fkif&, hoys, and 
cock-boats, which have been moft of them 
wrecked in the attempt. Thither alfo mtift 

your courfe be direfted." At this inftant 

the Genius fuddenly fnatched me up in his arms, 
and plunged me headlong into the inky flood* 
While 1 lay gafping and ftruggling beneath the 
waves, methought I heard a familiar voice calling 
me by my name ; which awaking me, I with - 
pleafure recolledled the features of the Genius in 
thofe of my publifher, who was ftanding by my 
bed-fide, and had called upon me for copy. 
T Numb. 
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Numb. IV. Thurfday^ February 2^^ I754» 
Conjugium vocat, hoc prstexit nomine culpam. 

ViRG. 

Where matrimony veils tV inceftuous lifey 
And whore is Jhelter'd in the name of wife. 

IT is with the utmoft concern I have heard 
myfelf within this week p^ accufed at feveral 
tea-tables, of not being a man of my word. The 
female part of my readers exclaim againft me for 
not having as yet paid my particular addrefTes to 
the fair. " Who is this Mr. Town ? fays one : 
<< Where can the creature live? He has faid 
«< nothing yet of the dear Burletta girl." Ano- 
ther wonders, that I have not recommended to 
the ^adies Mr. Hoyl/s New Calculation of Chances ; 
for underftandmg which, nothing more is re-' 
quired, we are told, than the fir/i Principles of 
Arithmetic ; that is, to know how to tell the pips, 
and fet up one's game. But I find the whole fex 
in general have expedited from me fome fhrewd 
remarks upon the Marriage-Bill. To obh'ge 
them in fome meafure, I jfhall at prefent recom- 
mend to their notice the following Advertife- 
ment, which has been fent mc with a requeft to 
make it public. 

C 2 To 
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To AU whim it may amcerttt 

The Reverend Mr. KEITH^ 

(Who has had the honour to perform before feveral of 
the Nobility^ Gentry^ and Others) 

Gives this public NOTICE, 

TH AT he (hall continue at his Chapel in 
i^/^-jPofV no longer than the prefent month. 
He will then fet out on his progrefs through the 
principal Market-Towns, where he will exhibit 
publickly, without lofs of time, any hour of the 
day or night. He will perform to no lefs than 
two perfons, and will wait on any Gentleman and 
Lady privately at their own houfes. 

♦,^* We have no connexion with the Flect- 
Parfons, or other Pretenders. Beware of Coun- 
terfeits. £go fum folus* 

I MAY perhaps take a future opportunity of 
enlarging on this very important fubje£t, the 
Marriage-Bill ; but (hall at prefent oblige 
the ladies by celebrating an order of females lately 
fprung up among them, ufually diftinguifhed by 
the denomination of Demi-Reps j — a word not 
to be found in any of our diSionarics. 

This 
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This order, which feems daily encreafing 
upon us, was firft inftituted by fome ladies emi- 
nent for their public fpirit, with a view of raifing 
their half of the fpecies to a level with the other 
in the unbounded licence of their enjoyments. 
By this artifice the moft open violation of mo- 
defty takes the name of innocent freedom and 
gaiety; and as long as the laft failing remains a 
fecret, the lady's honour is fpotlefs and untainted. 
In a word, a Demi -Rep is a lady, whom every 
body thinks, what nobody chufes to call her. 

It is abfolutely neceflary, that every lady of this 
order ihould be married. Cuftom has given a 
certain charm to wedlock, which changes the 
colour of our anions, and renders that behaviour 
not improper, which in a ftate of celibacy 
would be accounted indecent' and fcandalous. 
As to the promifes made in marriage ^^ to love, 
** honour and obey,'* cuftom has made them alfo 
merely ceremonial, and in fa£t as little binding 
as the wedding-ring, which may be put on or 
pulled oiF at pleafure. 

Religious and political writers have both for 
different reafons endeavoured to encourage fre- 
quent marriages: but this order, if it maintains 
its ground, will more certainly promote them. 

C 3 How 
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How inviting miift fuch a ftate appear ^o a wo- 
man of fpirit ! An Englijh wife with all the in* 
difcretions of a girl may aflfume more than the 
privileges of a woman \ may trifle publickly with 
the beaus and fmarts, introduce them to her 
toilette, and fix it as a certain rule in all her con- 
verfation and behaviour, that when once mar- 
riage has (in Lucy\ phrafej " made an honeft 
'^ woman of her," 0ie is intitled to all the licence 
of a courtefan* 

I HAVE lately feen, with a good deal of com- 
paffion, a few forward maiden ladies invefting 
themfelves with the dignities, and incroaching 
on the privileges, of this order. It may not be 
improper to caution them to recede in time. As 
their claim to thefe liberties is unwarranted by 
cuftom, they will not retain that ambiguous re- 
putation enjoyed by the Demi-Reps, whofe 
whole fyftem of conduct is founded on the bafb 
of matrimony. Every lady therefore, inclined to 
indulge herfelf in all thofe little innocent free- 
domsj fhould confine herfelf within the pale of 
matrimony, to elude cenfure; as infolvent deb- 
tors avoid a jail, by lodging within the verge of 
the court. 

A Demi^ 
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A Demi -Rep then muft neceilarily be mar- 
ried : Nor is it eafy for a lady to maintain fo 
critical a character, unlefs ihe is a woman of 
fafliion. Titles and eftates bear down all weak 
cenfures, and filence fcandal and detraction. 
That good-breeding too, (o inviolably preferved 
among perfons of condition, is of infinite fer« 
vice. This produces that delightful infipidity fo 
remarkable in perfons of quality, whofe conver* 
verfation flows with an even tenor, undiflurbed by 
fentiment, and unruffled by paffion : infomuch 
that hufbands and wives, brothers, fifters, cou- 
fins, and in ihort the whole circle of kindred 
and acquaintance, can entertain die moft tho- 
rough contempt and even hatred fi>r eadi other, 
without tranfgreffing the minuteft article of 
good-breeding and civUity. But thofe females, 
who want the advantage of birth and fortune, 
muft be content to wrap themfelves up in their 
integrity ; for die lower fort are fo notorioufly 
deficient in die requifites of politeneis, diat they 
would not fail to duow out the moft cruel and 
bitter inve&ives againft the pretty delinquents. 

The great world will, I doubt not, return 
me thanks for thus keeping the QnuuUi at a 
diftance, and fecuring to them a quiet pofieffion 
of their enjoyments. And here I cannot but 

C 4 obferve. 
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obferve, how refpeftable an order the Demi- 
Reps compofe^ of which the lovely (ifterhood 
muft all be married, and almoft all Right 
Honourable. 

For this order, among many other embcllifh- 
ments of modern life, we arc indebted to the 
French, . Such flippant gaiety is more agreeable 
to the genius of that nation. There is a native 
baflifulnefs inherent in my country- women, 
which* it is not eafy to furmount : But our mo- 
dern fine ladies, who take as much pains to poliih 
their mind as to adorn their perfons, have got 
over this obftacle with incredible facility. They 
have fo (kilfully grafted the French genius for 
intrigue upon Britijh beauty and liberty, that 
their conduft appears perfedUy original : Though 
we muft do the French the juftice to allow, that 
when a lady of this airy difpofition vifits Paris^ 
fhe returns moft wonderfully improved. Upon 
the whole, France appears the propereft fchool 
to inftruft the ladies in the theory of their con» 
&\iQ. ; but England^ and more efpecially London^ 
the moft commodious place to put it in pradlice. 
In this town, indeed, a lady ftudious of improve- 
ment may in a very fhort time become a conflder- 
able proficient, by frequenting the feveral aca- 
demies kept conftantly open for her profit and 

inftrudlion. 
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inftnuSlion. The card-tables and mafquerades in 
particular have trained up fome ladies to a furpri- 
fing eminence, without the leaft affiflance from a 
foreign education. 

It is obferved, that the difference between 
the feveral fpecies in the fcale of beings is but 
juft fufficient to preferve their diftin£Uon; the 
higheft of one order approaching fo near to the 
loweft of the other, that the gradation is hard to 
be determined ; as the colours of the rainbow, 
through an infinite variety of fhades, die away into 
each other imperceptibly. The De mi-Reps hold 
this intermediate ftation, in the charaders of fe- 
males, between the modeft women and the women 
of pleafure j to both which they arc in fome mea- 
fure connected, as they ftand upon the utmoft 
verge of reputation, and totter on the brink of 
infamy. It were therefore to be wiihed, that thefe 
ladies wore fome fymbol of their order, or were 
diftinguiihed by fome peculiar mode of drefs. The 
Romans affigned different habits to perfons of dif* 
ferent ages and ftations \ and I hope, that when 
the buftle of the enfuing eledions is over, the 
new parliament will take this matter into confide- 
ration, and oblige the feveral clafles of females to 
difiinguiih themfelves by fome external marks 
and badges of their principles. 

C 5 TiLt 
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Till fome a£i of this nature fliall take place, 
I ihall propofe a method > by which every lady 
j»ay exa£Uy learn in what clafs {he may be 
reckoned. The world muft know then, that 
my very good friend Mr. Ay/cough has at length 
with infinite pains and ftudy conftrufM a ther- 
mometer; upon which he has delineated, after 
the manner that the degrees of heat and cold are 
marked on the common. fort, the whole fcale of 
female charafters, from the moft inviolable mo- 
defty to the moft abandoned impudence. It is of 
a commodious fize to wear at a watch : TTie li- 
quor within the tube i j a chymical mixture, which 
being afted on by the circulation of the blood 
and animal fpirits, will rife and fall according to 
the defires and affedions of the wearer. He will 
very fhortly publifli a large aflbrtment of them, 
to be fold at his fhop on Ludgate-IEU: and I flat- 
ter myfelf, there are many women in Engkndy who 
will be glad to purchafe fuch an eiFe£lual regula- 
lator of their pafEons. Every lady, therefore, 
may avail herfelf of the inftru£tions of this pocket- 
monitor ; a monitor, who will give her the moflr 
profitable leflbns, without the ufual impertinence 
of advice. It will be of equal efficacy, if worn by 
the men : But I expefl: my friend will have but 
little of their cuftom ; for as the mere reputa- 
tion of chaftity is the utmoft aim of a fine lady, 

to 
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to preferve even that, in a fine gentleman, is 
accounted mean and unraatdy. 
O 

Numb. V. Thurfday^ February 2% j I754« 

Zx)}>]/af \Kenun% XotfjLoq i^diro; icoXiy. 

SOPHOCL. 

jt plague has Jilz*d uSy and the tainted city 
h one wide pefl-houje teeming with contagion. 

To Mr. rOfVN. 

SIR, Ba^i Coffee-Houfi^ Feb. 26, 1 754. 

I Must beg leave to trouble you on a moft 
ferbus and mekncholy fubjed; a fubje(^, 
whidi I fezr will be attended with the moft 
dreadful coniequences to the whole mtion. 
Notwithftanding the laft mail- brought the college 
pofuive afliirahces from the French king's phyfi- 
cians, that the late Plague at Rouen was en- 
tirely ceafed, I have the ftrongeft reafbns to ap- 
prehend, that the contagion is already fpread to 
this city. My own practice daily furnifhes me 
mth lamentable inft'ances, that manifeftly indi* 
cate a peftilential diforder m the blood and' 
humours. 

C 6 I WAS 
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I was firft induced to fufpeft, that fome epi- 
demical diftemper was taking root among us, 
from my being called in to a noble patient, who (as 
the public prints have informed you) has lately been 
afflicted with a violent boil on his back. From 
this patient there have iiTued continually great 
quantities of corruption of a yellow hue. His 
complaint feems to be in fome fort conftitutional, 
as it commonly breaks out with extraordinary vi- 
rulence every feven years; and as this is the crifis, 
we cannot pronounce our noble patient out of dan- 
ger, till he has got over the enfuing fpring. It 
is moreover to be feared, that the contagion has 
likewife reached Ireland '^ where we hear that the 
bed: phyficians are ufing the moft forcing medi- 
cines, and are of opinion that nothing can re- 
lieve the unhappy people, till they have voided a 
Stone. A great man there labours alfo under 
the abovementioned complaint of having a 
violent Boyle m his back *. 

I SHALL now proceed to give you the hiftory 
of fome other cafes, which have fallen under my 
notice, and are to me an indifputable proof, that 
the Plague has got footing among us. It's ma- 
lignancy ihews itfelf particularly about the court ; 
and we are affured, that fome parts of the country 

• AMo^Bg to fomt 4irputC8 ia IreUtndn 

are 



N*.^. The CONNOISSEUR. 37 

are alfo tainted with it. I have had the honour 
to attend feveral members of parliament, whole 
cafes are very defperate. Some I found in a de- 
clining way, given over by all their friends; 
others are fo weak, that they can't ftand alone ; 
and many are fo reftlefs, that they are continually 
turning from fide to fide. As I found they had 
great need of fupport, I have advifed them to 
drink plentifully of ftrong liquors, and guard 
againft the ill confequences of a Return. 

I VISITED the other day a young gentleman, 
who has lately been promoted to a command in 
the fquadron defigned for the Eq/i-Indies. I found 
him in a moft languiihing condition ; his fpirits 
were quite depreifed -, he had a violent palpitation 
of the heart ; and the whole nervous fyftem was 
relaxed. I would have preicribed the well known 
diet-drink brought into practice by the late bifhop 
of Cloyne ; but he told me, every thing went againft 
his ftomach, that favoured of Tar. However^ 
I at length prevailed on him to fubmit to a long 
courfe of fea water. I have obferved the fame 
prognoflics in fome of our land officers ; to whom 
I have recommended the frequent ufe of exerciie, 
together with a courfe of fteel, and a powder 
compofed of juitre and fulphur. 

A Friend 
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A FRIEND of mine, one of the common- 
council men of this city, is infe£ted to a ftrong 
degree with the prefent peftilence. His diief 
complaint is a canine appetite ; and his wife af- 
fures me, (he has often felt the wolf in his 
belly. The feat of this diftemper is originally 
in the palate, and difcovers itfelf by a watering 
of the mouth from the falival glands, and a 
grinding of tBe teeth as in the adion of maftica- 
tion. This diforder being very common in the 
city, and likely to fpread among the liver}', 'I 
have direded him to perform ^arentine for forty 
days, by abftaining ftom flefh during the pre- 
fent Lent. 

I KNOW another, a very worthy alderman, 
who now lies in a moft deplorable condition. 
He is fwelled to a moft enormous fize ; his whole 
face, and particularly his nofe, is cruftcd over 
with fiery puftules of the confluent kind. He is 
afEided with an infatiable thirft, and is very 
fubjedl to falling fits. I was fent for laft night, 
when one of thefe fits had juft feized him. He 
lay to all appearance dead on the floor, wallow- 
ing in the midft of a fetid mafs, partly folid, 
partly fluid, which had iffued from his mouth 
and noftrils with repeated eruftations. I would 
immediately have adnaniftered to him a proper 
' , dofe 
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dofe of Aq. F^nt. tepefuSf. but on offering him the 
draught, he fhewed the ifarongeft fymptoms of a 
eoi^rmed HydrophoUa. 

I WENT out of chaiity to fte a poor tragic 
author, (no rcfie£tioii iq>on any of the profeffion, 
Mr. Town) who has been obliged to keep his 
room all the winter, and is dying by inches of an 
inveterate Atrophy^ By his extravagant ravings, 
Aidden ffauts, incoherent expreffions, and paf-* 
fionate exclamations, I judged his dilcmler to be 
ieated in the brain, and therefore direfled his 
head to be bliftered all over. I cured another, 
a comic audior, of a lethargy, by making a re- 
vulfion of the bad humour from the part zikSksA 
with iHmulating cathartics. A ihort fquabb]^ 
gentleman of a grofs and corpulent make was 
ieiaed with a kind of St. Vitus% Dance, as be 
was pra£tifing Harlequin for the mafijuerade 1 
His whole body was convulfed with the moft 
violent writhings and irregular twitches ; but t 
prefently removed his complaint by applying 
blifters to the foles of his feet. 

Th£ Plague, aslobfervedbefore, puts on 
different appearances in dif&rent (ubjeds. A 
peribn of quality, one of the club at H^t% 
was fcmd wsjti the epidemical phsenfy xaging 

there. 
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tbere, which propagates itfelf by certain black 
and red fpots. He had fuffered fo much lois by 
continual evacuations^ that his whole fubftance 
was wafted ; and when I faw him he was fo re- 
duced, that there were no hopes of a recovery. 
Another nobleman caught the infe£tion at New* 
market J which brought upon him fuch a runntngy 
that he is now in the laft ftage of a galloping con- 
fumption. A reverend divine, lately made a dig>- 
nitary of the church, has unhappily loft his me- 
mory; and is fo blind withal, that he hardly 
knows any of his old acquaintance : The muf* 
cles of his face are all contradted into an auftere 
frown, his knees are ftiiF and inflexible, and he 
is unable, poor gentleman ! to bend his body, 
or move his hand to his head. I have obferved 
others feized at times with a ftrange kind of 
deafnefs; and at certain intervals, I have found 
them fo prodigioufly hard of hearing, that though 
a tradefman has bawled ever fo loudly in their 
ears, it has bad no efFed upon them. 

By what means this Plague has been intro- 
duced among us, cannot eailly be afcertained ;— * 
whether it was imported in the fame band-box 
with the laft new head, or was fecretly conveyed 
in the plaits of an embroidered fuit: — But that 
it came over hither from France^ plainly appears 

from 
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from the manner in which it affefl:s our people of 
fafhion, (efpecially the ladies,) who bear about 
thejn the moft evident marks of the French Dif- 
eafe. This is known to afFedt the whole habit of 
body, and extends its influence from head to 
foot. But it's ftrongeft attacks are levelled at the 
face ; and it has fuch an efFe£l upon the com- 
plexion, that it entirely changes the natural co- 
lour of the (kin. At Paris ^ the face of every 
lady you meet is befmeared with unguent, cerufs, 
and plaifter; and I have, lately remarked with 
iufinite concern the native charms pf my. pretty 
country-women deftroyed by the fame caufe. In 
this cafe I have always propofed calling in the 
affiftance of a furgeon to pare off this unnatural 

Epidermis or fcarf-ikin, occafioned by the igno- 
rance of Empirics in the immoderate application 

of Alteratives. 

From what I have been able to collect from 
obfervations on my female patients, I have found 
little variation in the efFefts of the Plague On 
that fex. Moft of them complain of a laffitude, 
a liftlefnefs, an uneafinefs, pains they don't know 
where, vapours, hyfterics, want of reft, want of 
fpirits, and lofs of appetite : Confequently. the 
fanie regimen may ferve for all. I advife them 
to ufe a great deal of exercife in driving about the 

town. 
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town, to dilute properly with tea, to perfpire 
freely at public places, and in their feafons to go 
to Bothy Tunbridgiy Cbebmhamy or Scarborough. 

I WAS indeed furprized with an extraordinary 
new cafe the othemight, when I was called out 
of bed to attend a maid of honour, who is fre- 
quently afflidted with fits of the mother. Her ab- 
domen, I found, upon examination, to be preter- 
naturally diftended : The tumour has been gra- 
dually increafmg ; but I would not attempt to 
difcufs it, as it was not yet arrived to maturity. 
I intend foon to remove her into the country for 
a month, in order to diliver her from the com- 
plaint (he labours under. 

' I HAVE been induced. Sir, to write to you on 
this occafion, as you are pleafed to take this city 
under your immediate care. So alarming an 
evil calls upon us all to oppofe it's progrcfs : For 
my own part, nodiing ihall .deter me from a di- 
ligent difcharge of the duty of my profeffion ; 
though it has already expofed me to the greateft 
dangers in the execution of it. An old captain 
of a man of war, who is grievoufly troubled with 
choler and overflowmg of the gall, on my 
only hinting a clyfter fwore vehemently that I 
fhould take one myielf, and applying his foot df- 

reftly 
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re£Uy to my fundament kicked me down flairs. 
This very morning I efcaped almoft by miracle 
from the contagion which raged in the moft 
violent degree through a whole family. The 
matter and miftrefs were both of them in a very 
high fever, and quite frantic and delirious : 
Their tongues were prodigioufly inflamed, with 
the tip very (harp, and perpetually vibrating 
without the leaft intermiffion. I would have 
prefcribed fome cooling and lenitive medicines; 
but the hufband in the heighth of his phrenfy flung 
my tye-wig into the fire, and his wife fluiced me 
with extravafated urine. As I retired with pre- 
cipitation, I heard the fame wild ravings from 
the nurfery, the kitchen, and every other quar- 
ter, which convinced me that the peflilence had 
feia^ the whole houfe. I ran out of doors as fiift 
as poffible, refleSing with Terence^ «< If Health 
^< berfelf would fave this family, ihe could not." 

— — — — — ^ Ip(a fi cupiat Salus, 
Servare prorsus non poteft banc familiam* 

Upon the whole, I may conclude with the 
aphorifm of Htppocrates ; << that no people can 
^< poffibly be affliSed with fo many and fo teni- 
«< ble diforders, unlefs the PL|AGU£ is among 
" them/* ^ 

W I am, fir, yours, &c. B. G. 
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Numb. YI. Thurfday^ March 7, 1754. 



^^ — . — . — ^ Quid alat formetque poetam. 

HOR. 

Practice alone mujl form the writer^ s heady 
And ev^ry author to the trade he bred* 

I Remember to have feen, in fome old Italian 
poet, a fable called ^^ The Education of the 
*' Mufes." Apolk is there faid to have taken 
them at their birth under his immediate care, and 
as they grew up, to have inftru£ted them, ac- 
cording to their different capacities, in the feveral 
branches of playing and fmging. Thaliay we are 
told, was of a lively turn, and took delight in 
the moft comic airs ; but was at firft with diffi- 
culty reftrained from falling into ridiculous drol< 
leries, and what our author calls extravaganzas 
in her manner. Melpomene^ who was of a ferious 
and grave difpofition, indulged herfelf in ftrains 
of melancholy ', but when fhe aimed at the moft 
pathetic ftrokes, was often harih, or run into 
wild divifions. Clioy and the reft of the Nine, 
had not yet learned to temper their voices with 
fweetnefs and variety s nor could they tell how 

to 
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to r^ulate the ftops of their flutes, or touch the 
firings of their lyres, with judgment and grace. 
However, by much practice, they improved gra- 
dually under the inftru£lions of Apollo^ till at laft 
they were able to exert all the powers of muiic : 
And they now form a complete concert, which 
fills all PamaJJiis with the moft enchanting 
harmony. 

The moral to be drawn from this little fable 
is naturally applied to thofe fervants of the Mufes, 
Authors ; who muft neceflarily rife, by the fame 
flow degrees, from their firft lame attempts in 
cultivating the arts of JpoUo. The beft of them, 
without doubt, went through many more ftages 
of writing, than appears from the palpable gra- 
dations ftill remaining in their works. But as it 
is impoffible to trace them from their firft fetting 
out, I fhall here prefent the reader with the fum 
of my own experience, and illuftrate, in the life 
of Mr. Town, the progrefs of an Author. 

Right or wrong, I have ever been zAiiSM 
to fcribbling, I was famous at fchool for my 
readinefs at crambo and capping verfes : I ofieii 
made themes for other boys, and ibid my copy 
for a tart or a cuftard : At nine years old I was 
taken notice of for an EngUJh diftich 3 and after- 
wards 
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wards immortalized myfelf by an holiday's tafk 
in the fame language^ which my mafter, who 
was bimfelf a poet, pronounced to be (carce 
inferior to his favourite Ekchmre. Thefe were 
followed by a multitude of little pieces ; which, 
like other fruits diat come before their lleaibn, 
had nothing to recommend diem but thdr early 
appearance* 

FiLLED> however, widi great conceptions of 
my genius and importance, I could not but la- 
ment, that fuch extraordinary parts (hould be 
confined within the narrow circle of my relations 
and acquaintance. Therefore, in order to oblige 
and amaze the public, I foon became a very 
large contributor to the monthly magaiunes. Bbt 
I had the unfpeakable mortification to fee my fa- 
vours, fometimes not inierted, fometimes poft- 
poned, ofttn much altered, and you may be fure 
always for the worfe. On all diefe occafions, I 
never failed to condemn the arrogance and folly 
of the compilers of thefe mifccllanies ; wonder- 
ing how they could fo grofsly miflake their own 
interefL and negle£l the entertainment of dieir 
r^den. 

In the mean time a maiden aunt, with ^om 
I lived, a veiy piowr old lady, turned Methodifl, 

and 
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and often took me with her to the^ Tabernacle, 
the Foundery, and many private meetings. This 
made fuch an impreffion upon my mind, that I 
devoted myfelf entirely to facred fubje£b, and 
wrote feveral hynms, which were received with 
infinite applaufe by all the good women, who vi- 
fited my aunt; and (the fervants being alfe Me- 
thodifts) they were often fung by the whole fa- 
mily in the kitchen. I might perhaps in time 
have rivalled JVeJley in thefe divine compofitions, 
and had even begun an entire new verfion of the 
Pialms ; when my aunt, changing her religion a 
fecond dme, became a Moravian. But the hymns 
ufually fung by the United Brethren contain fenti- 
men^s fb fublime and fo incomprehenfible, that 
notwithflanding my late fuccefs in that kind of 
poetry, and the great opinion I entertained of 
my own talents, I durft not venture on their ftile 
and manner. 

As love and poetry mutually produce each 
other, it is no wonder, that before I was feven- 
teen I had fingled out my particular Sachariffa. 
This, you may fuppofe, gave birth to innume- 
rable fongs, elegies, and acroflics. In the fpace 
of two years I had written more love-verfes than 
Waller or any other poet ; when, jufl as I ima- 
gined I had rhymed myfelf into her good graces, 

Ihad 



48 Thi CONNOISSEUR. N^ 6. 

I had the mortification to find that my miftrefs 
was married to a cornet of horfe, a fellow, who 
I am fure never wrote a line in his life. This 
threw me into fuch a vioient rage againft the 
whole fex, that I immediately burnt every fyllaUe 
I had written in her praife, and in bittemefs of 
foul tranflated the fixth fatire of JuvenaL 

So OK after this the fon and heir of Lord 
Townley^ to whom I have the honour of being a 
diftant relation, was engaged in a treaty of mar- 
riage with a rich heirefs. I fat down immediately 
with great compofure to write an Epithalamium 
on this occafion. I trimmed Hymerl% torch, and 
invited the Lovei and Graces to the wedding: 
Concord was prepared to join their hands, and 
juno to blefs them with a numerous race of chil- 
dren. After all thefe pains, when every thing 
was ready for the wedding, and the laft hand put 
to the Epithalamium, the match was fuddenly 
broke off, and my poem of courfe rendered ufc- 
lefs. I was more uneafy under this difappoint- 
ment, than any of the parties could poffibly be ; 
till I was informed of the fudden marriage of a 
noble lord with a celebrated beauty. On this po- 
pular occafion, promifing myfelf univerfal ap- 
plaufe, I Immediately publilhed my Epithala- 
mium J which, like Bajesh Prologue, was 

artfully 
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aitfuUy contrived to ferve one- purpofe as well 
as another* 

As my notions had been hitherto confined 
withiii a narrow fphere of life, my literary per- 
fiiits were confequently lefs important, till I had 
the opportunity of enlarging my ideas by going 
abroad. My travels, of which I have before 
hinted fomething to the reader, opened to me a 
^ new and extenlive field for obfervation. I will 
not prefume to boaft, that I received any part 
of my education at Geneva^ or any of thofe cele- 
brated foreign Univerfities, in which alone an 
Englishman can be grounded in the principles 
of religion and liberty : But I may fay without 
vanity, that I gleaned fome ufeful knowledge 
from every place I vifitcd. My propenfity to 
writing followed me wherever I went \ and 
were I to meet with encouragement by a large 
fiibfcription, I could publifli feveral volumes of 
curious remarks, which I made in my tour. I 
had, indeed, like to have got into fome unlucky 
fcrapes, by turning author in places^ where the . 
liberty of the prefs was never fo much as heard of. 
At Paris I narrowly efcaped beilig put into the 
Bajiile for a little Chanfon a boirtj reflefting on 
the Miftrefs of the Grand Monarque ; and I was 
obliged to quit Rmm a week fooner than I m- 
Vol. I. D tended. 
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tended, for fixing on Pafqinn a Prayer for the 
Pope's Toe, which was then laid up with 
the gout. 

It was not till my return from abroad, that 
I formally commenced a profeffed critic, for 
which I now thought myfelf thoroughly qualified. 
I could draw parallels between MarfeiUes and 
Denoyefy compare the behaviour of the Freruh 
parterre with the Englijh pit ; and have lately 
made a figure by afFefting an indifierence about 
the prefent Burlettas, as I took care to let every 
body know, that I had often feeii them in FJan-^ 
ders. My knowledge in theatrical affairs natu*- 
rally led me to write a great number of occa- 
fional pamphlets on thofe topics ; fuch as <^ £xar 
*' mens of New Plays, Letters to the Mana- 
*« gers, &c," Not content with this, I had a 
Ibrong inclination to fliine in the drama. I often 
pleaied myfelf with computing — << three benefit 
•< nights — let me fee— ^fix hundred pounds at 
*< lealt— an hundred more for the copy — befides 
** a perpetual freedom of the houfe,** — Thcfe 
were temptations not to be refifted. I fat down 
■therefore to a tragedy ; but, before I got through 
the firfl aA, defpairing to make it fufiiciently /«i- 
thetic for the modern tafte, I changed my fchemi^ 
and began a comedy 3 then again refleding^ 

that 
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that moft of our comedies were in reality nothing 
but over-grown farces, contented myfelf with 
writing, what authors are now plealed to call 
a comfidy of two a(Sbs. This I finifhed with a 
great deal of pains, and very much to my own 
&tisfa£lion : bat not being able to get it on the 
flage, as one houfe was entirely taken up with 
pantomimes, and the manager of the other had 
lb many farces of his own, I generoufly made a 
prefent of it to an a<9or for his benefit \ — when 
to my great furpria^e it was damnpd, 

I HAVE at laft refolved to bend all my atten-- 
lion, and dedicate all my powers, to the carrying 
on this my prefent elaborate undertaking. I am 
ferry to own, that the fuccefs has not at all an« 
fwered my expeftations : I flattered myfelf with 
.being univerfally known, read, apd admii^zd ; 
but I fin4 quite the contrary. I went into a 
coffee-houfe the other day by JVhite-chapel 
Mounts where on alking for the Connoisseur 
the woman ftared at me, and faid (he did not 
know what I meant. I dined laft week at a fo- 
reign ambafTador's ; and not a word about tne or 
my works pafled at table. I wrote to a relation 
at Caermarthen^ defiring to know what reputatiom 
my paper has in Wales '^ but he tells me, that 
nothing in the literary way comes down there 

"t) 2 but 
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but the King^$ Speech and the London Evening Peft. 

I have inquired into the fale of my iirft number, 
my fecond^ my third, my fourth, and the laft : 
yet I caniiot afTure my readers, that I have fold 
three thoufand of any one of them. In (hort, I 
give this public notice once for all, that if I do 
not find myfelf taken in all over England^ by die 
time I have publifhed two or three hundred papers, 
— let them look to it — ^let them look to it — ^TU 
bid adieu to my ungrateful country, go direfUy 
to Berlin^ and (as Voltaire is difcarded) employ my 
pen in the fcrvice of that ehcourager of literary 
merit, the king of PruJJia. 



%* As feveral correfpondents, fince the firft 
publication of this number, have defired to know, 
from what Italian author the Fable at the be^- 
ning of this paper is borrowed 5 We think it 
neceflary to acquaint them, that the fidiion is 
entirely oigr pwn. 



Numb* 
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Numb. VII. Thurfd^^ March 14, 1754. 

Paenitet hofpitii, cum me rpe£lante lacertos 

Imponit collo rufticus ille tuo. 
Ofcula cum vero coram non dura daretis. 

Ante oculos pofui pocula fumpta meos. ' 

Ovid. 

/ hatVd the dinner^ while before my face 
The clown JiiU paufd you with a rude embrace : 
But when ye toy'd and iifs'd without controulj 
Itunidy and Jkreertd my eyes behind the bowl. 

To Mr. TOW JVw 

SIR, 

I Shall malce no apology for recommending 
to your notice, as Censor-General, a 
fault that is too commonf among married people ; 
I mean the abfurd trick of Fondling before 
Company. Love is, indeed, a very rare ingre- 
dient in modern wedlock ; nor can the parties 
entertain too much affe£lion for each other : but 
an open difplay of it on all occafions renders 
them ridiculous. 

D 3 A FEW 
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A FEW days ago I was introduced to a young 
couple, who were but lately married, and are 
reckoned by all their acquaintance to be exceed- 
ing happy in each other. I had fcarce faluted 
the bride, when the huiband caught her eagerly 
in his arms, and almoft devoured her with kifies. 
When we were feated, they took care to place 
themfelves clofe to each other ; and during our 
converfation he was conftantly piddling with her 
fingers, tapping her cheek, or playing with her 
hair. At dinner, they were mutually employed^ 
in prefling each other to tafte of every dilh ; and 
the fond appellations of " my dear, my love,** 
&c. were continually bandied acrofs the table. 
Soon after the cloth was removed, the lady made 
a motion to retire ; but' the huiband prevented 
the compliments of the reft of the company by 
faying, *' We fliould be unhappy without her.'* 
As the bottle went round, he joined her health 
to every toaft ; and could not help now and then 
rifing from his chair to prefs her hand, and ma- 
nifeft the warmth of his paffion by the ardour 
of his carefles. This precious fooling, though 
it highly entertained them, gave me great dif- 
guft : therefore, as my company might very 
well be /pared, I took my leave as foon as 
poffible. 

NOTHIKG 
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._ NoTHiNO is^moitt coBBiBon than to fee a nevi^ 
married coupIe» fetting out with a fplendour in 
tiieir equipage^ furniture^ and: manner of living, 
which tbey have been aflerwards obliged to re- 
trench. Thus it happens^ 'when they have made 
themfelves i^eniarkable by a Ihew of exceffive 
love. They begin with: great eclats are lavifH" 
of their fondne& at firflr^ but theic whole flock is 
foon wafted ; and their poverty is the more in« 
fupportable, as their former profufion has made 
it more confpicuous. I have remarked the ill 
confequence of this indifcretion in both cafes : 
One couple has at laft had feparate beds, while 
the other have beent carried tx> the qpera in 
hackney chairs. 

Two people, who are to pais their whole 
lives together, may furely find time enou^ for 
dalliance without flaying over their pretty tricks 
in public. How ridiculous would it appear^ if in 
a large aflembly every one fliould felc£t his mate, 
and the whole company fhould fall into couples, 
like the birds on FaUntinis day ! And it is furely 
no lefs abfurd, to fee a man and his wife eternally 
trifling and toying together. 

Still amorousj and fond^ and blUing^^ 
Like Philip and Mary on a Jhilling. 

HUDIBRAS. 

D4 
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I HAVE often been reduced to a kind of auk* 
ward diftrefs on thefe occaiions; not knowing 
which way to look, or what to fay. I confider 
them as playing a game, in which the ftander~by 
is not at all interefted ; and would therefore re- 
commend it to every third perfon in thefe circum- 
ftances, to take it as an hint, that the parties 
have a mind to be alone, and leave the room 
without further ceremony. 

A FRIEND of mine happened to be engaged 
in a vifit to one of thefe loving couples. He 
fat flill for fome time, without interrupting 
the little endearments that pafled between 
them. Finding them at length quite loft in 
nods, whifpers, ogles, and in fliort wholly 
taken up with each other, he rang the bell, 
and deiired the fervant to fend in my lady's 
woman. When (he came, he led her very gravely 
to the fettee, and began to indulge himfelf 
in certain freedoms, which provoked the damfel 
to complain loudly of his rudenefs. Tho 
lady flew into a violent paffion, and rated him 
fcvcrely for his monftrous behaviour. My . 
friend begged her pardon with great polite- 
nefs, hoped (he was not offended, for that he 
thought there had been no harm in amufing 
himfelf a little while with Mrs. Betty, in the 

fame 
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fame manner as her ladyfhip and fir John had 
been diverting themfelves thefe two hours. 

This behaviour, though at all times impro- 
per, may in fome fort be excufed, where perhaps 
the match has been huddled up by the parents, 
and the young people are fuch new acquaint- 
ance, that they fcarce ever faw each other till 
their marriage. A pair of loving turtles may be 
indulged in a little amorous billing at their iirft 
coming together : yet this licence fhould expire 
with the honey-moon, and even in that period 
be ufed but fparingly. 

But if this condu£b is blameable in young 
people, how very abfurd is it in thofe advanced 
in years ! Who can help laughing, when he fees 
a worn-out beau and belle, pradiiiing at three- 
fcore the very follies, that are ridiculous at fix- 
teen? I could wi(h, that fuch a pair of anti- 
quated loyers were delineated by the pencil of 
an Hogarth. How humouroufly would he re- 
prefent two emaciated wrinkled figures, with 
eyes funk into their heads, lank cheeks, and 
toothlefs gums, afFe£ling to leer, fmile, and 
languifh at each other ! But this afFe£lation is 
ftill more remarkable, when a liquorifh old 
fool 18 continually fondling a young wife : 

D 5 Though 



58 The CONNOISSEUR. N*.7, 

Though perhaps the fight is not fo difguft^ 
ing to a ftranger, who may reafonably fuppofe 
it to be the overflowings of a father's tender* 
nefs for his daughter. 

It fometimes happens, that one of the partie$ 
perceives the folly of this behaviour. I have fecn 
a feniible man quite uneafy at the indiicreet 
marks of kindnefs (hewn by his lady. I know 
a clergyman in the country, who is often put to 
the bluih by the ftrange familiarities, which his 
wife's love induces her to take with him. As 
(he h<as had but an indifferent education, ypu 
would often be at a lofs to know, whether (he 
is very kind, or very rude. If he dines abroad, 
file always fees him get ^n horfeback, and before 
he has got twenty yards from the door, hollows 
after him, ^^ be at home in time, my dear foul, 
** do." I have known her almofl quarrel with 
him for not buttoning his coat in the middle 
of fummer ; and fhe once had the good-nature 
to burn a very valuable colleftion of Greek 
manufcripts, left the poring over thofe horrid 
crooked letters fliould put her dear Jad^s 
eyes out. Thus does fiie torment the poor 
parfon with her violent afFedion for him, 
and according to the common phrafe, kills 
him with kindnefs. 

Before 
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Bhfors I conclude^ I eannot but take notice 
t>f thofe lufclous love-fcenes, that have fo great 
a ihare in our modern plays ; "which are rendered 
ftill more fulfome by the officioufiiefs of the player, 
who takes every opportunity of heightening the 
expreffion by kiiles and embraces. In a comedy, 
nothing is more relifhed by the audience than a 
loud fmack, which echoes through the whole 
houfe ; and in the moft paflionate fcencs of a 
tragedy, the hero and heroine are continually 
flying into each others arms. For my part I am 
never prefent at a fcene of this kind, which pro- 
duces a confcious fimper from the boxes, and 
an hearty chuckle of applaufe from the pit and 
galleries, but I am ready to exclaim with old 
Renault — " I like not thefe buggers." 

I WOULD recommend it to all married people, 
but efpecially to the ladies, not to be fo fweet 
upon their dears before company : but I would 
not be underftood to countenance that cpldnefs 
and indifference, which is fo faibionable in the 
polite world. Nothing is accounted more un- 
genteel, than for a hufband and wife to be feen 
togedier in public places ; and if they ihould ever 
accidentally meet^ they take no more notice of 
each other, than if th^y were ablblute grangers* 
The genileipam may lavUh as much gallantry sis 

D 6 he 
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he pleafeson other women, and the lady give 
encouragement to twenty pretty fellows, without 
cenfure : but they would either of them blufh at 
being furprifed, in (hewing the leaft marks of a 
regard for each other. 

I am. Sir, 

T Your humble Servant, &c. 

Numb. VIII. Thurfday^ March ziy 1754. 



O quanta fpecies cerebrum non habet ! 

Ph^dr. 

In outward Jhexv fo fplen£d and fo vain^ 
'Jls hut a gilded block without a hrain* 

I Must acknowledge the receipt of many let- 
ters, containing very lavifli encomiums on 
my works. Among the reft a correfpondent, 
whom I take to be a bookfeller, is pleafed to 
compliment me on the goodnefs of my print and 
paper; but tells me, that he is very forry not 
to fee fomething expreffive of my undertaking, 
in the little cut that I carry in front. It is true, 
indeed, that my printer and publiiher held fe- 

vcral 
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« 

ral confultations on this fubjeft ; and I am 
afhamed to confefs, that they had once prevailed 
on me to fufFer a profile of my face to be prefixed 
to each number. But when it was finifhed, I was 
quite mortified to fee what a fcurvy figure I made 
in wood : Nor could I fubmit to be hiing out, 
like BroughtoHj at my own door, or let my face 
ferve like the canvas before a booth, to call people 
in to the (hew. 

I HOPE it will not be imputed to envy or ma- 
levolence, that I here remark on this part of the 
productions of Mn Fitz-Adam. When he gave 
his paper the title of The 'World, I fuppofe he 
meant to intimate his defign of defcribing that 
part of it, who are known to account all other 
perfons Nobody, and are therefore emphatically 
called The World. If this was to be pictured 
out in the head-piece, a lady at her toilette, a 
party at whiil, or the jovial member of the X)/- 
kttanti tapping the W6rld for Champagne^ had 
been the mofl natural and obvious hieroglyphics. 
But when we fee the pourtrait of a Philofbpher 
poring on the globe, inflead of obfervations on 
modern life we might more naturally expedt a 
iyftem of geography, or an attempt towards a 
difcovery of the longitude. 

Thb 
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The reader will fmile perhaps at a criticifin 
of this kind ; yet certainly even here propriety 
fliould be obfervedy or at leaft all ahfurdities 
avoided. But this matter being ufually left to 
the printer or bookfeller, it is often attended 
with ftrange blunders and mifapplicationsu I 
have feen a Sermon ufhered in with the reprefen^ 
tation of a Ihepherd and fhepherdefs fporting on 
a bank of flowers, with two little Cupids fmiling 
over head ; while perhaps an Epithalamium, or 
an Ode for a Birth-day, has been introduced with 
death's heads and crofi-marrow-bones. 

The inhabitants of Grub-Jireet are generally 
very ftudious of propriety in this point. Before 
the half-penny account of an horfe-race, we fee 
the jockeys whipping, fpurring, joftling, and the 
horfes ftraining within fight of the poft. The 
laft dying fpeech, chanuSler, and behaviour of 
the malefa£h>rs prefents us with a profpe£): of the 
place of execution ; and the hiftory of the Lon^- 
don Prentice exhibits the figure of a lad {landing 
between two lions, suid ramming his handjs 
down their throats*. A due regard has been paid 
to this article, in the feveral elegies from that 
quarter on the death of Mr. Pelham. They are 
encompafTed with difmal black lines, and all the 
fable emblems of death : Npr can we doubt, but 

that 
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that an author, who takes fuch care to exprefs 
a decent forrow on the outfide of his work, 
has infufed a great deal of the pathetic into 
the piece itfelf. 

These h'ttle embellifhments were origipally 
defigned to pleafe the eye of the reader ; as we 
tempt children to learn their letters by difpofing 
the alphabet into pi£iures. But, in our modern 
compofitions, they are not only ornamental, but 
ufeful. An angel or a flower-pot, at the begin- 
ning and end of every chapter or fedion, enables 
the bookfeller to fpin out a novel, without plot 
or incident, to a great number of volumes ; and 
by the help of thefe decorations, properly dif- 
pofed, I have known a little piece fwell into a 
difodecimo, which had fcarce matter enough for 
a fix-penny pamphlet. 

In this place I might alfo take notice of the fe« 
veral new improvements in the bufinefs of Typo- 
graphy. Though it is reckoned ungenteel to 
write a good hand, yet every one is proud of ap- 
pearing in a beautiful print ; and the produ^ons 
of a man of Quality come from the prtfs in a very 
neat letter, though perhaps the manufcrtpt is 
hardly legible. Indeed, our modern writers feem 
to be more foUkitoos about outward elegance, 

than 
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than the intrinfic merit of their compofitions $ 
and on this < account It is thought no mean re- 
commendation of their works, to advertife that 
they are ^' beautifully printed on a fine paper 
*' and entire new letter." Nor are they only in- 
debted to the prefs- for the beauty of the type^ 
but often call in it's affiftance to explain and en- 
force the fentiment. When an author is in doubt, 
whether the reader will be able to comprehend 
his meaning, or indeed whether he has any 
meaning at all, he takes care to fprinkle the 
fentence with Italics: but when he would furprife 
us with any thing more ftriking than ordinary, 
he diftinguifhes the emphatical words by large 
flaring CAPITALS, which overtop the reft of 
their fellows, and are intended, like the grena- 
diers caps, to give us an idea of fomething grand 
and uncommon. Thefe are defigned as fo many 
hints to let the reader know, where he is to be 
particularly aiFe£ted ; and anfwer the fame pur- 
pofe with the marginal dire£Uons in plays, which 
inform the ador when he is to laugh or cxy. 
This praflice is moft remarkable in pieces of 
modern wit and humour : and it may be ob- 
ferved, that where there is the leaft of thefe 
lively qualities, the author is moft defu-ous of 
fubftituting thefe arts in their room ; imagining, 
that by a judicious diftribution of thefe en- 
livening 
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livening ftrokes in different parts of it, his 
work, however dull in itfelf, will l^ome (mart 
and brilliant. 

And here I cannot but take notice, that thefe 
arts have been employed to very great advantage 
in the fervice of the theatres. The writer of the 
play-bills deals out his Capitals in fo juft a pro- 
portion, that you may tell the falary of each 
ador by the fize of the letter, in which his name 
is printed. When the prefent manager of Drury^ 
Lane iirft came upon the ftage, a new fet of 
types two inches long were caft on purpofe to 
do honour to his extraordinary merit. This in- 
deed is fo proper, that the fevereft critics on 
the drama cannot be offended at this piece of 
theatrical juftice. 

There is lately fprung up among us a new 
fpecies of writers,' who are moft of them perfons 
of the Rrft rank and faihion. At this period the 
whole houfe of commons are turned authors; 
and we cannot fufficiently admire the propriety 
of ftile and fentiment in thofe elegant addrefles, 
by which they humbly offer themfelves as candi- 
dates, and beg the favour of your votes and in- 
tereft. Thefe gentlemen avail themfelves greatly 
of the arts of printing above-mentioned ; whether 

they 
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they would raife the merits of their own caufe^ 
or throw out inve£tives on the oppofite party* 
The courtier fets before your eyes in large letters 
his fteady attachment to King GEORGE, 
while his opponent difplays in the fame manner 
his zeal for LIBERTY and the CONSTITU- 
TION. This muft undoubtedly have a won* 
derful efFetSl on the eledors : and I could almoft 
aflure any patriot certain fuccefsi who fhoujd 
manifeft his regard for ^ID (E^n^lanti by printing 
his addrefles in the DIB ^ttttlil^ Ct^ataSec* 

But, In the whole republic of letters, there 
are none perhaps, who are more obliged to tbt 
printer, than the writers of periodical eflayt* 
The Spectatob^s, indeed, came into the world 
without any of the advantages we are poflefied 
of. They were originally publifhed in a very bad 
print and paper, and were fo entirely defUtute of 
all outward ornaments, that (like Terence*^ virgb) 

— — — — — Ni VIS boni 

In ipfa ineflet forma, hac formam extiriguerent. 

** Unlefs the foul of beauty had breathed through 
*' the compofitions themfelves, thefe difadvan* 
*• tages would have fupprcfled the leaft appcar- 
" ances of it. 

As 



N^8. Tbe CONNOISSEUR. 67 

As it requires n^ genius to fupply a defei^ of 
diis nature, our modern eilays as much excel the 
Spectators in elegance of form, as perhaps 
they may be thought to fall fhort of them in 
every other refpedl. But they have this addi- 
tional advantage, that by ^he finenefs of their 
paper they are refcued from ferving many mean 
and ignoble purpofes, to which they might other- 
wife be applied. They alfo form themfelves 
more commodioufly into volumes, and become 
genteeler appendages of the tea-table. The can- 
did reader will undoubtedly impute this extraor- 
dinary care about externals to the modefty of us 
prefent eflayifts, who are willing to compenfate 
for our poverty of genius, by beAowing thefe 
outward. graces and embellifhments on our works. 
For my own part, I never refleft on the firft un- 
adorned publication of the Spectator, and at 
the fame time take up one. of my own papers, fet 
off with every ornament of the prefi, but I am. 
afraid that the critics will apply, what a facetious 
peer is faid to have remarked on two different la- 
dies ; that <' the iirft is a foul without a body, 
^^ and the laft a body without a foul/' 

As in this fafluonable age there are many of 
lord Foppington\ opinion, *< that a book ihould 
•' be recommended by it*s outfide to a man of 

*< quality 
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*< quality and breeding," it is incumbent on all 
authors to let their works appear as well dreft ib 
pofiible, if they expe£l them to be admitted into 
polite con^pany. Yet we ihould not lay too mudi 
ftrefs on tlie decorations^ but rather remember 
Tullfs precept to all who build, that << the 
*^ owner (hould be an ornament to the houfey 
*< and not the houfe to the owner/' 



Numb. IX. Thurfday^ March 28, 1754. 

■—-—•—' Solvitque animis miracula rerum^ 
Eripuitque Jovi fulmen^ virefque tonanti. 

Manxl. 

Hi freed our minds from dread of things above f 
And fnatcVd the thunder from the hand of Jove* 

TH E publication of lord Bolinghrokis poft- 
humous works has given new life and fpirit 
to Free-thinking. We feem at prefent to be en- 
deavouring to unlearn our catechifm, with all 
that we have been taught about religion, in order 
to model our faith to the fafhion of his lordfliip's 
fyftem. We have now nothing to do, but to 

throw 
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throw away our bibles, turn the churches into 
theatres, and rejoice that an a£l of parliament, 
now in force, gives us an opportunity of getting 
rid of the clergy by tranfportation. I was in 
hopes, that the extraordinary price of theie vo- 
lumes would have confined their influence to 
perfons of quality. As They are placed above 
extreme indigence and abfolute want of bread, 
their loofe notions would have carried them no 
farther than cheating at cards, or perhaps plun- 
dering their country : But if thefe opinions fpread 
among the vulgar, we (hall be knocked down 
at noon-day in our ftreets, and nothing will go 
forward but robberies and murders. 

The inftances I have lately feen of Free- 
thinking in the lower part of the world, make 
me fear, they are going to be as fafhionable and 
as wicked as their betters. I went the other 
night to the Robin Hoodi where it is ufual for 
the advocates againfl religion to aflemble, and 
openly avow their infidelity. One of the quefU- 
ons for the night was, ** Whether lord Baling' 
^^ broke had not done greater ferviee to mankind 
^< by his writings, than the Apoftles or Evan- 
** gelifts ?" As this fociety is chiefly compofed of 
lawyers clerks, petty tradefmen, and the lowefl 
mechanics, I was at firft furprized to find fuch 

amazing; 
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amazing erudition among them. Tokmdj Tlftdal^ 
Collins^ CinMj and MandevilU^ they feemed tm 
have got by heart. A ihoemaker harnmgued hit 
five minutes upon the excellence of the tenett 
maintained by lord BoUngbroke ; but I foon found 
that his reading had not been extended bejrond 
the Idea of a Patriot King^ which he had mifta* 
ken for a glorious fyftem of Free-thinking. I 
could not help finiling at another of the com- 
pany, who took pains to Ihew his difbelief cf 
the Gofpel by unfainting the Apoftles, and call- 
ing them by no other title than plain Paul or 
plain Peter. The proceedings of this ibdetyt 
have, indeed, almoft induced me to wiih, that 
(like the Roman CathoUcks) they were not per- 
mitted to read the Bible, rather than they fhouid 
read it only to abufe it. 

I HAVE frequently heard many wife tradef- 
men, fettling the mod important articles of our 
faith over a pint of beer. A baker took occafion 
from Canning's aifair to maintain, in oppofition 
to the Scriptures, that man might live by i>read 
alone, at leaft that woman might; ^< for dfe, 
^< faid he, how could the girl have been fup- 
** ported for a whole month by a few hard 
•* crufts ?" In anfwer to this, a barber furgeon 
fct forth the improbability of that ftory ; and 

thence 
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thence inferred, that it was impoffible for our 
Saviour to have failed forty days in the wilder- 
nefs. I lately heard a midfliipman fwear that 
the Bible was all a lie : for he had failed round 
the world with lord Anfon^ and if there had been 
any RedSea, he muft have met with it. . I knovif 
a bricklayer, who, while he was working by 
line and rule, and carefully laying one brick 
upon another, would argue with a fellow la- 
bourer, that the world was made by diance; 
and a cook, who diought more of his trade than 
his Bible, in a difpute concerning the Miracles, 
made a pleafant miftake about the nature of the 
the Firft, and gravely afked his anugonift what 
he thought of the SupP£R at Cam. 

This afFe£);ation of Free-thinking, among 
the lower clafs of people, is at prefent happily 
confined tD the men. On Sundays, while the 
hufbands are toping at die alehoufe, the good 
women their wives think it their duty to go to 
church, fky their prayers, bring home the text, 
and hear the children their catechifm. But 
our polite ladies are, I fear, in their lives and 
converfations little better than Free-thinkers. 
Going to churdi, fince it is now no longer die 
fafliion to carry on intrigues there, is almdl 
wholly laid afide ; And I verily believe, that no- 
thing 



72 The CONNOISSEUR. N^.g. 

thing but another earthquake can ever fill the 
churches with people of quality. The fair fex in 
general are too thoughtlefs to concern themfelves 
in deep enquiries into matters of religion* It is 
fufficient, that they are taught to believe them- 
felves angels : It would therefore be an ill com- 
pliment, while we talk of the heaven they beAow^ 
to perfuade them into the Mahometan notion, that 
they have no fouls: Though perhaps our fine 
gentlemen may imagine, that by convincing a 
lady, that ihe has no foul, fhe will be lefs fcnii- 
pulous about the difpofal of her body. 

I 

The ridiculous notions maintained by Free- 
thinkers, in their writings, fcarce deferve a (erious 
refutation ; and perhaps the beft method of an- 
fwering them would be to fele£l from their works 
all the abflird and impracticable notions, which 
they fo ftifHy maintain in order to evade die be- 
lief of the Chri/iian religion. I {hall here throw 
together a few of their principal tenets, under the 
contradictory title of 

The Unbeliever's CREED. 

I Believe, that there is no God, but Aat 
Matter is God, and God is Matter ; and that 
it is no matter, whether there is any God or no. 

I BELIEVS 
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I BELIEVE, that the World was not made ; 
that the World made itfelf; that it had no 
Beginning; that it will lafl: for ever, World 
without End, 

I BELIEVE, that Man is a Be^ ; that the Soul 
is the Body, and the Body the Soul ; and that 
after Death there is neither Body nor Soul. 

I BELIEVE, that there is no Religion ; that 
Natural Religion is the only Religion ; and ^at 
all Religion is Unnatural. 

I BELIEVE not in Moses ; I believe in the 
Firfl Pbibfophy: I believe not the Evangelists 5 
I believe in Chub^ Collins^ TolanJj Tlndaly Morgan^ 
Mandevilki Woolfton^ Ho^bes^ Sbafijbury : I believe 
in Lord BoUngbroke i I believe not St. Paul. 

I believe not Revelation i I believe in 
Tradition : I believe in the Talmud j I believe 
in the Alcoran ; I believe not the Bible : I 
believe in Socrates ; I believe in Confucius j I be- 
lieve in Sancomatbm\ I believe in Mabomet ; I 
believe not in Christ. 

Lastly, I believe in all Unbelief, 
Vol.1. E AN 
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A N 

ADDRESS 

TO BOTH 

HOUSES of PARLIAMENT. 

My Lords and Gentlemen^ 

EVER firrceWc have thought fit to take 
thefe Kingdoms into Our immediate Carey 
We have made it Our earneft Endeavour to go 
Hand in Hand with Your Wifdoms in promotiiig 
the Welfare and Profperity of the People. The im- 
portant Bufmefs of Taxes, Lotteries, Marriages, 
and Jewsy We have left to Your weighty Con- 
fideration ; while Ourfelves have been employed 
in the Regulation of Fafhions, the Eftabliih- 
ment of Tafte, and Amendment of the Morals. 
We have the Satisfa£(ion to find, that both Our 
Meafures have hitherto met with Succefs : And 
the Public AfFairs are at prefent in fo prolperous 
a Condition, that the National Vices feem as 
likely to decreafe as the National Debt. 

The Diflblution of Your Aflembly is now at 
Hand j and as Your whole Attention will natu- 

raUy 



N*.9- 7^ CONNOISSEUR. 75 

rally be engaged in fecuring to Yourfelves and 
Friends a Seat in the next Parliament, it is need- 
leb to recommend to You, that Heads fbould be 
broken, Drunkennefs encouraged, and Abufe 
propagated ; which has been found by Experi- 
ence to be the beft Method of fupporting the 
Freedom of Ele£lions. In the mean Time, as 
the Care of the Nation muft be left to Us, 
it is neceflary, that during this Interval Our 
Prerogative, as Censor-General, (hould 
be confiderably extended, and that We (hould 
be invefted with the united Power of Lords 
and Commons. 

When Wc are entrufted with this important 
Charge, We ihall expeft, that every different 
Fadion ihall concur in Our Meafures for the 
Public Utility ; that WMg and Tory, High- 
Churdi and Low-Church, Court and Countr}'^ 
ihall all unite in this Common Caufe ; and that 
oppofite Parties in the Body Politic, like the 
Arms and Legs in the Body Natural, fhall move 
in Concert, though they are on different Sides. 
In Our Papers, which We ihall continue to pub- 
li(h on Thurfdaysj under the Title of The Con- 
noisseur, every Mifdemeanor ihall be exa- 
mined, and Offenders called to the Bar of the 
Houfe. Be it therefore enaAed, that thefe Our 

E 2 Orders 
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Orders and Refolutions have an equal Au- 
thority with Afts of Parlilament ; as We 
doubt not. They will be of equal Advantage 
to the Community. 

The extraordinary Supplies requifite for the 
Service of the current Weeks, and for the Sup- 
port of Our* Own Privy Purfe, oblige us to de- 
mand of You, that a Sum, not exceeding Two- 
pence, be levied Weekly on each Perfon, to be 
coUefted by our trufty and well-beloved the 
Bookfellers, We muft alfo particularly requeft 
of You, that the fame Privilege and Prote£tion 
be extended to Us, which is enjoyed by Your- 
felves, and is fo very convenient to many of 
Your honourable Members. It is no le{s expe- 
dient, that We (hould be fecured from Let or 
Moleftation : Be it therefore provided, that no 
one prefume to Arreft or caufe to be Arretted 
Our Perfon, or the Perfons of Our Publifher, 
Printer, CorreSor, Devil, or any other cm- 
ployed in Our Service, 

We have only to add, that You may rely on 
Qur Care and Diligence in difcharging the high 
Truft repofed in Us, in fuch Manner as fhall 
merit the Thanks of the next Parliament. Wc 
fhall then recommend it to Their Confideration, 

whether. 
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whether it would not be for the Intereft of thefe 
Kingdoms, that We fliould have a Woolpack 
allotted Us with the Bifliops, or be allowed a 
perpetual Seat among the Commons, as the Re • 
prefentative of the whole People. But if this 
{hould be deemed too great an Honour, it will 
at leaft be thought neceflary, that We Ihould be 
occafionally called in, like the Judges, to give 
Our Opinion in Cafes of Importance. 

TOWN, Connoisseur, 
Critic, and Censor-Gineral. 



Numb. X. Thurfday^ April 4 , 1754. 

Homer* 

TVhat knows the JlripUng of the foldier^s trade ^ 
Beyond his regitnentals and cockade ? 

LEARNING, as it polilhes the mind, 
enlarges our ideas, and gives an ingenuoiis 
turn to our whole converfation and behaviour, 
has ever been efteemed a liberal accompliQiment ; 
and is, indeed, .the principal chara£leriftic, that 
difiinguiihes the gentleman from the mechanic. 

E 3 This 
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This axiom being univerfally allowed, I hsm 
often obfervcd with wonder the negle£l of learn- 
ing, that prevails among the gentlemen of thi 
|] army ; who, notwithftanding their ihameful de« 

ficiency in this main requifite, are generally pro* 
pofed as the moft exa£t models of good bebaviourj 
and ftandards of politenefs. 

The art of war is no eafy ftudy : It requires 
much labour and application to go through what 
Milton calls " the rudiments of foldierfhip, in all 
<< the fkill of embattling, marching, encampingi 
*^ fortifying, befieging and battering, with all 
^^ the helps of ancient and modern ftratagemS] 
^^ tadics, and warlike maxims/* With all 
thefe every officer ihould undoubtedly be ac- 
quainted ; for mere reghnentals no more create 
a foldier, than the cowl makes a monk. - B}it, 
,1 I fear, the generality of our army have made 

little proficiency in the art they profefi ; have 
learnt little more, than juft to acquit themfelves 
with fome decency at a review ; have not ftudied 
and examined, as they ought, the ancient and 
modern principles of war j 

Nor the divifion of a battle know. 

More than a fpinfter. Shakespearx, 

Besides 
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Besides the ftudy of the art of war itfelf, 
there are many collateral branches of literature ; 
of which, as gentlemen and as foldiers, they 
fhould not be ignorant. Whoever bears a com- 
miiSon in the army, fhould be well read in hif- 
toiy. The examples of Alexander^ Cafar^ or 
Marlborough^ however illuftrious, are of little 
concern to the generality of readers, but are fet 
up as fo many land-marks, to direct thofe who are 
perfuing the fame courfe to glory. A thorough 
knowledge of hiftory would fumiih a commander 
with true courage, infpire him with an honefl: 
emulation of bis anceftors, and teach him to gain 
a vi^ry without fheddlng blood. 

Poetry too, moFp especially that of th? 
ancients, ieems particvilarly calculated for the 
perufal of thofe concerned in war. The fubje^l 
of the Iliad is entirely martial \ and the principal 
charaders are difiinguiihed from each other 
chiefly by their different exertion of the fingle 
quality of courage. It was, I fuppofe, on ac- 
count of this martial fpirit, which breathes 
thoughout the/iW, that Alexander was fo cap- 
tivated with it, that he is faid to have laid it 
every night under his pillow. The principal cha* 
chara6ier in the Mneid is a general of remarkable 
piety and courage ; and great part of the poem is 

£ 4 made 
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made up of war. Thefe ftudies cannot furely fail 
of animating a modern breaft, which often kin- 
dled fuch a noble ardour in the ancients. 



If we look into the lives of the greateft gene* 
rals of antiquity, we fhall find them no mean 
proficients in fcience. They led their armies Co 
viiSory by their courage, and fupportcd the 
flate by their counfels. They revered the fame 
Pallas y as the goddefs of war and of wifdom ; and 
the Spartans in particular, before they entered on 
an engagement, always facrificed to the Mufes. 
The exhortations, given by commanders before 
the onfet, are fome of the moil animated pieces of 
oratory in all antiquity, and frequently produced 
afloniihing efFefts, roufing the foldiers from de- 
fpair, and hurrying them on to viSory. An il- 
literate commander would have been the con- 
tempt of Greece and Home. Tlulfyy indeed, was 
called the learned Conful in derifion j but then, as 
Dryden obferves, " his head was turned another 
** way. When he read the tallies, he was think- 
** ing on the bar, which was his field of battle/* 
I am particularly pleafed with the chara£ter of 
Scipio Mnulianus as drawn by Velleius Pater culus^ 
and would recommend it to the ferious imitation 
of our modern officers. He was fo great an ad- 
mirer of liberal ftudies, that he always retained 

the 
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the mod eminent wits in his camp : nor did any 
one fill up the intervals of bufinefs with more 
elegance, retiring from war only to cultivate the 
arts of peace ; always employed in arms or ftudy^ 
always exercifmg his body with perils, or difci- 
plining his mind with fcience. The author con- 
trails this amiable pourtrait with a defcription of 
Mummus \ a general fo little verfed in the polite 
arts, that having taken at Corinth feveral pi£lures 
and ftatues ^of the greateft artifts, he threatened 
the perfons, who were intruded with the carriage 
of them to Italy ^ " that, if they loft thofe, they 
*« {hould give new ones," 

I WOULD fain have a Britijh officer looked upon 
with as much deference as thofe of Greece and 
Rome : But while they negleiSI: the acqulfition of 
the fame accompliihmehts, they will never meet~ 
with the fame refpetSI:. Inftead of cultivating their 
minds, they are wholly taken up in adorning their 
bodies, and look upon gallantry and intrigue as 
eflentlal parts of their charafler. To glitter in the 
boxes or at an aifembly, is the full difplay of their 
politenefs, and to be the life and foul of a lewd 
brawl, almoft the only exertion of their cpurage ; 
infomuch that there is a good deal of juftice in 
MacheatV% raillery, when he fays, " if it was not 
<^ for us, and the other gentlemen of the fword, 
«« Drurj^Lane would be uninhabited,** 

^ E 5 It 
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It is fomething ftrange, that officers jSk 
want any inducement to acquire fo gentien 
like an accomplifhment as learning. If they i 
gine it would derogate from their good-bfeed 
or call off their attention from military buft 
they are miftaken. Pedantry is no more < 
neSbed with learning, than raihnefi with < 
rage. Cafary who was the fineft gendeman 
the greateft general^ was alfo the beft (ct 
of his age. 

To fay the truth, learning wears a more \ 

able afpefl and winning air in courts and cai 

whenever it appears there, than amid the g1 

of colleges and cloifters. Mixing in gentee 

files off the ruft, that may have been contn 

by ftudy, and wears out any little oddnefs oi 

culiarity, that may be acquired in the cl 

For this reafon the officer is more inexcul 

who neglefts an accomplifhment, that wou! 

fo gracefully upon him : for this reafon too 

pay fo great deference to thofe few, who hav 

riched their minds with the treafures of antic 

An illiterate officer either hardens into a b 

or refines into a fop. The infipidity oS the i 

utterly contemptible 5 and a rough brutal 

rage, unpolifhed by fcience and unaffifle 

reafon^ has no more claim to heroifm^ thai 
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cafe'hardened valour of a bruifer or prize-fighten 
Agreeably to this notion Homer in the fifth Iltad 
reprefents^ the goddefi Minerva as wounding 
Man^ and driving the heavy deity off the field 
©f battle i implying allegorically, that wifdom is 
capable of fubduing courage, 

I WOULD flatter myfelf, that Briti/h minds are' 
ftill as noble, and Britijh genius as exuberant, as 
thofe of any other nation or age whatever j but 
that fome are debafed by luxury, and others run 
wild for want of proper cultivation. If Athens 
can boaft her MiltiadeSj Themt/iocles^ &c. Rome 
her CamiSuSy Faiius, Cafar^ &c, England has 
had her Edwards^ Henrys^ and Marlboroughs. 
It is to be hoped the time will come, when 
learning will be reckon^jd 93 neceffary to qualify 
a man for the army, as^for the bar or pulpit. 
Then we may expe<9: to fee the Britijh foldiery 
enter on the field of battle, as on a theatre, for 
which they are prepared in the parts they are "to 
aft. ** Tbey wiU not then, {z%-Mtlton exw 
<< prefles bimfelf with his ufual ftrengtH in his 
^< Tremije on Education) if intruded with fair 
^ and hopeful armies, fuffer them, for want of 
<* juft and wife difcipline, to ihed away from 
^< about them like fick feathers, though they be 
** never fo oft fupplied : They would not fuller 

E 6 « their 
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<^ their empty and unrecruitable cdoneb ' of 
<< twenty men in a company, to qaaflF out, or 
^^ convey into fecret hoards, the wages of a de« 
^< lufive lift and a miferable remnant ; yet In th^ 
^* mean while to be over-maftered with a fcore or 
^^ two of drunkards, the only foldiery left about 
«* them, or elfe to comply with all rapines and 
*' violences. No certainly, if they knew 

*' OUGHT OF THAT KNOWLEDGE, THAT BE- 
•' LONGS TO GOOD MEN AND GOOD GOVER- 

" NORS, they would not fufFer thefc things." 
O 

Numb. XI. Thurfday^ April ii, 1754. 

\ 

— — — Pallas quas condidit arces 

Ipfa colat, — Vi R q. 

Let Pallas dwell in towers herfelfbas raised. 

THE principal charaAer in 5/^^i!f's comedy 
of the Lying Lover is young Bookwit ; an 
Oxonian^ who at once throws off the habit and 
manners of an academic3 and aflfumes the dre(s» 
air, and converfation of a man of the town. He 
is, like other fine gentlemen, a coxcomb ; but a 
coxcomb of learning and parts. His erudition he 

renders 
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renders fubfervient to his pleafures: his know- 
ledge in poetry qualifies him for a fonneteer, his 
rhetoric to fay fine things to the ladies, and his 
philofophy to regulate his equipage; for he talks 
of having " Peripatetic footmen, a foUower of 
^< Jriftippus for a valet de chamhre^ an Epicurean 
** cook, with an Hermetical chymiji (who are 
<« good only at making fires) for a fcullion/* 
Thus he is, in every particular, a fop of let* 
ters, a compleat claifical beau. 

By a review I have lately made of the people 
in this great metropolis, as Censor, I find that 
the town fwarms with Bookzvits, The play- 
houfes, park, taverns, and cofFee-houfes are 
thronged with them. Their manner, which has 
fomething in it very charaAerifiic, ^nd different 
firom the town-bred coxcombs, difcovers them 
to the flighted obferver. It is, indeed, no ea(y 
matter for one, whofe chief employment is to 
ftore his mind with new ideas, to throw that 
happy vacancy, that total abfence of thought 
and refie£tion, into his countenance, fo remark- 
able in our modem fine gentlemen. The 
fame lownging air too, that pafies for genteel in 
an univerfity coffee-houfe, is foon diftinguiibed 
from the genuine carlefs loll, and eaiy faunter ; 
and bring us over to the notion of Sir ff^l/ul ia 

The 
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Tbi Wof df ihi Worlds <^ that a man Ihould be 
«< bound prentice to a maker of fops, before hi 
<< ventures to fet up for himfelf.'* 

Y£t, in fpite of all thefe difadvantages, ithe 
love of pleafure, and a few fupemumerary guineas, 
draw the ftudent from his literary emplo}rmentj 
and entice him to this theatre of noife and hurry, 
this grand mart of luxury ; where, as long as his 
purfe can fupply him, he may be as idle and de- 
bauched as he pleafes, I could not help fmiling at 
a dialogue between two of thefe gentlemen, which 
I overheard a few nights ago at the Bedford cof- 
fee-houfe. ** Ha! Jack! (fays one accoftii^ 
the other) is it you? How kng have you 
« been in town?''-^^^ Two hours."—" «w 
** long do you jlay f'^^^ Ten guineas,— If youll 
*^ come to Venahle^ after the play is over, youll 
^< find 7om Latine^ Boh Claffic^ and two or three 
•' more, who will be very glad to fee you. What 
*' you're in town upon the fober plan at jrour 
« father's? But hearkye Frani^ if you'll call in, 
*^ rU tell your friend Harris to prepare for you, 
«« So your fervant; for I'm going to meet the 
^* fineft girl upon town in the green boxes." 

I LEFT the coffee-houfe pretty late ; and as I 
came into the piazza^ the fire in Uie Bedford- Arms 

kitchea 
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kitchen, blazed fo chearfully and invitingly be<^ 
fore me, that I was eaiily perfuaded by a friend 
who was with me, to end the evening at that 
houfe. Our good fortune led us into the next 
room to this knot of acadeinical rakes. Their 
merriment being pretty boifterous, ^ave u& a 
good pretext to enquire, what company were in 
the next room. The waiter told us, with a 
fmartnefs which thofe felk>v\^ frequently contradl 
from attending on beaux and wits, ^^ fome gen* 
*^ tkmen from Oxford with fome ladies, fir. 
*^ My mafter is always very glad to fee them ; 
*• for while diey ftay in town, they never dine or 
** fup out of his houie» and eat and drink, and 
** pay better, than any nobleman." 

As it grew later, they grew louder: *till at 
length an unhappy difpute arofe between two of 
the company, concerning the prefent grand con- 
teft between the Old and the New Intereft, 
which has lately inflamed Ox/ordjbire, This 
accident might have been attended with ugly 
confequences : but as the ladies are great ene- 
mies to quarrelling, unlefs themfelves are the 
occafion, a good-natured female of the company 
interpofed, and quelled their animofity. By the 
mediation of this fair one, the difpute ended very 
fafhionably, in a bet of a dozen of claret, to be 
drank there by the company then prefent^ when- 
ever 
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ever the wager fhould be decided. There wai 
fomething fo extraordinary in their whole even- 
ing's converfation, fuch an odd mixture of the 
town and univerfity, that I am perfuaded, ii 
Sir Richard had been witnefs to it, he could 
have wrought it into a fcene as lively and enter* 
taining, as any he has left us. 

The whole time thefe lettered beaux remain 
in London^ is (pent in a continual round of diver- 
iion. Their fphere, indeed, is fomewhat con- 
fined; for they generally eat, drink, and fleefi 
within the precinSs of CovefU-Garden. I lemem'- 
ber I once faw, at a public inn on the road ta 
Oxford^ a journal of the town tranfa£lions of 
one of thefe fparks ; who had recorded tliem on 
a window-pane for the example and imitation of 
his fellow-ftudents. I {hall prefent my reader 
with an exadl copy of this curious journal, as 
nearly as I can remember. 

Monday, Rode to town in fix hours— law 
the two laft a£ts of Hamlet — ^At night, with 
Polly Brown. 

Tuesday, Saw Harlequin Sorcerer-^ At night, 
Polly again. 

Wednesday, Saw Macbeth— At night, with 
SaUy Parker^ Polly engaged. 

Thursday, 
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Thursday, Saw the Sufpidous Hujband^^ 
At night, Pslly -again. 

Friday, Set out at twelve o'clock for Oxford 
— a damn'd muzzy place. 

There are no fet of mortals more joyous 
than thefe occafional rakes, whofe pride it is to 
gallop up to town once or twice in the year with 
their quarterage in their pockets, and in a few 
days to fquander it away in the higheft fcenes 
of luxury and debauchery. The tavern, the 
theatre, and the bagnio, engrofs the chief part 
of their attention 5 and it is conftantly PoUy again 
with them, till their finances are quite ex- 
haufted, and they are obliged to return (as 
Boohult has it) ^^ to finall beer and three-half« 
** penny commons." 



I SHALL enlarge no further on this fubjecS): at 
prefent, but conclude thefe reflexions with an 
Ode, which I have received from an unknown 
correfpondent. He tells me, it was lately fcnt 
from an academical friend to one of thefe gen- 
tlemen, who had refigned himfelf wholly to thefe 
polite enjoymonts, and feemed to have forgot 
his connexions ' with the univerfity. All, who 
perufe this elegant little piece, will, I doubt not, 
thank me for inferting it; and the learned reader 

wiU 
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will have the additional pkafure of admirii^ it 
as an humorous imitation of Horaa. 

led J beat is . nunc Arabum invsdis 

Gazisy ^c. L. !• Ode xxix* 

SO you, my friend, at laft are caught ■ 
Where could you get fo ftrange a thought) 
In mind and body found ? 
All meaner ftudies you refign. 
Your whole ambition now to fhine 
The beau of the beau-monde. 

Say, gallant youth, what well-known namo 
Shall fpread the triumphs of your fame 

Through all the realms of Drury? 
How will you ftrike the gaping cit ? 
What tavern fhall record your wit ? 

What watchmen mourn your fury ? 

What fprightly imp of GalUc breed 
Shall have the culture oS your head, 

(I mean the outward part) 
Form'd by his parent's early care 
To range in niceft curls the hair. 

And wield the pufF with art? 



No 
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No more let mortals toil in vain. 
By wife conjecture to explain 

What rolling time will bring: 
Thamis to his fource may upwards flow. 
Or Garrick fix foot high may grow. 

Or witches thrive at Tring : 

Since you each better promife break. 
Once fam'd for flov'nlinefs and Greeky 

Now turn'd a very Paris^ 
For lace and velvet quit your gown, 
The Stagyrite for Mr. Town, 

For Drury-Lam St. Mary's. 

Numb. XII. Thurfdayy April 18, 1754. 
Nee vero hae fine forte datae, fine judice fedes. 

ViRG. 

Norjhall the four-leg* d culprit fcctpe the laWy 
But at the bar hold up the guihy paw. 

TURNING over the laft volume of lord 
Boiirrgbroke's works a few days ago, I 
could not help fn.iling at his lordfhip's extraordi- 
nary manner of commenting on fome parts of the 
Scriptures. Among the reft he reprcfents Mofesy 
as making beafts accountable to the community 
for crimes, as well as men ; Whence his lordfliip 

infers. 
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infers, that the Jewljh legiflator fuppofcd them 
capable of diftinguiihing between right and 
wrong, and afting as moral agents. The odditji 
of this remark led me to refleft, if fuch an 
opinion (hould prevail in any country, what 
whimfical laws would be enabled, and how 
ridiculous they would appear, when put in 
execution. As if the horfe, that carried the 
highwayman, fliould be arraigned for taking i 
purfc, or /a dog indiSed for felonioufly dealing 
a (boulder of mutton. Such a country would feem 
to go upon the fame principles, and to entertaAi 
the fame notions of juftice, as the puritanical 
old woman, that hanged her cat for killing mice 
on the fabbath day. 

These refleflions were continued afterwardi 
in my fleep ; when methought fuch proceedings 
were common in our own courts of judicature! 
I imagined myfelf in a fpacious hall like the 
Old Bailey^ where they were preparing to try 
feveral animals, who had been guilty of offences 
againfl the laws uf the land. The walls, I ob- 
ferved, were hung all round with bulls-hides, 
flieep-flcins, foxes-tails, and the fpoils of othei 
brute-malefa6lors ; and over the jufticc-fcat, 
where the King's-Arms are commonly placed, 
I there was fixed a large flag's head, which over- 

(badowed 
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Ihadowed the magiftrate widi its branching 
horns. I took particular notice, that the gal- 
leries were very much crouded with ladies : 
which I could not tell how to account for, 'till 
I found it was expeded, that a Goat would that 
day be tried for a rape. 

The feffions foon opened ; and the firft pri- 
foner, that was brought to the bar, was a Hog, 
who was profecuted at the fuit of the yews on an 
indictment for burglary, in breaking into their 
fynagogue. As it was apprehended, that religion 
might be afFe<Sted by this caufe, and as the profe- 
cution appeared to be malicious, the Hog, though 
the faft was plainly proved againft him, to the 
great joy of all true Chriftiansj was allowed 
Benefit of Clergy. 

An indictment was next brought againft a 
Cat for killing a favourite Canary-bird. This 
ofFender belonged to an old woman, who was 
believol by the neighbourhood to be a .witch. 
The jury, therefore, were unanimous in their 
opinion, that (he was the devil in that fliape, 
and brought her in guilty. Upon which the 
judge formally pronounced fentence upon her, 
which I remember concluded with thefe words : 
*' You muft be canied to the place of execution, 

*« where 
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<^ where you are to be hanged by the nedc nii: 
<< times, 'till you are dead, dead^ dead^ deai 
^« dead, dead, dead, dead, dead i and the fidla 
*< have mercy upon your guts." 

A Parrot was next tried for SeoHdalm 
Magnatum. He was accufed by the chief nu 
giftrate of the city, iand the whole court of al 
dermen, for defaming them, as they pafied alon 
the ftreet, on a public feftival, by fingin 
<' Room for cuckolds herg comes a gnat compewf 
^^ Room for cuckolds^ ben comes my lord mafor^ 
This Parrot was a very old offender ; much ad 
di£ted to fcurrillity ; and had been feveral time 
convi£led of profane curfing and fvrearinj 
He had even the impudence to abufe the viFfaoI 
court by calling the jury rogues and raicab 
and frequently Interrupted my lord judge ii 
fumming up the evidence, by crying out, ** d* 
«« bitch." The court, however, was pleafed t 
fliew mercy to him, upon the petition of hi 
miftrefs, a ftri£l Methodift ; who gave bail fa 
his good behaviour, and delivered him over t 
Mr. H^itfieldj who undertook to make a the 
rough convert of him. 

i After this a Fox was Indided for robbini 

ik an Hen-rooft. Many farmers appeared againft him 

wht 
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who depofed, that he was a very notorious thief, 
and had long been the terror of ducks, geefe, 
turkies, and all other poultry. He had infefted 
the country a long time, and had often been 
perfued,^ but they could never take him before. 
As the evidence was very full againft him, the 
jury readily brought him in guilty; and the 
judge was proceeding to condemn him, when 
thy fly villain, watering his bnifh, flirted it in 
the fa^ of the jailer, xki made ofF. Upon 
this a country fqom, who was prefent, hollowed 
out^tfZf away^ and an4iue and cry was immedi- 
irtely km a!fter him. 

When the uproar, which this occafioned, 
was over, a Milch-A& was brought to the bar^ 
and fried for contumeUoufly braying, as £be flood 
at the door of a fick lady of quality. It appeared, 
that dris lady was terribly affli&ed with the 
vapours^ and could not bear the leaft noife; had 
the knocker always tyed up, and fl;raw laid 
in the ftreet. Notwithftanding which, this au- 
dacious creature ufed every morning to give her 
foul language, which broke her reft^ and flung 
her into hyfterics. For this repeated abufe the 
criminal was fentenced to the pillory, and ordered 
10 lofe her ears. 



An 
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Av information was next laid agidnft a fhi 
herd's Dog upon the Game-A£l for poa^diii 
He was zccufed of killing an hafe, witlu 
being properly qualified. But the plain 
thought it advifeable to quafh the indi&nei 
as the owner of the Dog had a vote to icU 
the next eledlion. 

There noytr came on a very importa 
caufe, in which fix of the moft eminent coun 
learned in the law were retained on each fie 
A Monkey, belonging to a lady of the fi 
rank and falhion, was indicted, for that he m 
malice prepenfe did commit wilful murder on t 
body of a Lap-dog. The council for the pi 
fecutor fet forth, that the unfortunate deceaf 
came on a vifit with another lady ; when t 
prifoner at the bar, without the leaft provocatio 
and contrary to the laws of hofpitality, perpetrat 
this inhuman facSl:. The council for die pi 
foner, being called upon to make the Monkej 
defence, pleaded his privilege, and infifted < 
his being tried by his peers. This plea w 
admitted ; and a jury of beaux was immediate 
impanelled, who without going out of cou 
honourably acquitted him. 

Th 
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The ptbceedings were here interrupted by an 
Hound, who came jumping into the hall, and 
running to the juftice-feat lifted up his leg againft 
the judge's robe. For this contemptuous beha- 
viour he was dire6Hy ordered into cuftody ; 
when to our great furprife he caft his (kin, and 
became an Oftrich ; and prefently after fhed his 
feathers, and terrified us in the fhaggy figure of a 
Bear. Then he was a Lion, then an Horfe, then 
again a Baboon ; and after many other amazing 
transformations leaped out an Harlequin, and 
before they could take hold of him, fkipped away 
to C(?z^^-G^^ theatre. 

It would be tedious to recount the particulars 
of feveral other trials. A fportfman brought an 
a<^ion againfl a Race-Horfe for running on the 
wrong fide of the pofl, by which he lofl the 
plate and many confiderable bets. For this the 
criminal was fentenced to be burnt in the fore- 
hand, and to be whipt at the cart's-tail. A Mare 
would have undergone the fame punifhment, for 
throwing her rider in a fbig-hunt, but efcaped 
by pleading her belly; upon which a jury of 
grooms was impannelled, who brought her in 
quick. The company of Dogs and Monkeys, to- 
gether with the Dancing Bears, who were taken 

Vol. I. F up 
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up on the Licence- A£): and indidled for (broilers, 
were tranfported for life. 

The laft trial was for High Treafon. A Lion, 
who had been long confined as a ftate-prifoner 
in the Tower, having broke jail, had appeared 
in open rebellion, and committed feveral aSs of 
violence on his majefty's liege-fubje£b. As this 
was a noble animal, and a prince of the blood in 
his own native country, he was condemned to 
be beheaded. It came into my thoughts, that 
this Lion's Head might vie with that famous one, 
formerly erefted at Button* s for the fervice of the 
Guardian : I was accordingly going to peti- 
tion for leave to put it up in Macklirfs new 
coffee houfe ; when methought the Lion, fetting 
up a mofl horrible roar, broke his chains, and 
put the whole court to flight ; and I awaked in 
the utmofl coiiflernation, juft as I imagined he 
had got me in his gripe. 
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Numb. XIII. Thurfdayy April 2"^^ I7S4* 



— — — Commota fcrvet plebecula bile. 

Persius. 

Infpir^d by freedom^ and ekSflon ale^ 
The pattioUmob at courts and placemen rath 

I Shall this day prefent my readers with a 
letter, which I have^ received from my coufin 
Village ; who, as I informed them in my 
iirft paper, has undertaken to fend me an ac« 
count of every thing remarkable, that paiTes 
in the country. 

Dear Cousin, 

I Have not been unmindful of the province, 
which you was pleafed to allot me : but the 
whole country has been lately fo much taken up 
with the bufinefs of eledions, that nothing has 
fallen under my notice, but debates, fquabbles, 
and drunken rencounters. The fpirit of party 
prevails fo univerfally, that the v^ry children are 
inftru£led to lifp the names of the favourite chiefs 
of each fa<%on; and I have more than once 
been in danger of being knocked oiF my horfe, 
as I rode peaceably on, becaufe Ldid not declare 

F2 with 
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^ith which party I fided, though I knew ndthing 
at all of cither. Every petty village abounds 
with the moft profound ftatefmen : It is com-* 
mon to fee our ruftic politicians aflembling after 
fcrmon, and fettling the good of their country 
acrofs a tomb-ftone, like fo many DiSiators from 
the plough ; and almoft every cottage can boafl: it's 
patriot, who, like the old Romany would not ex- 
change his turnip for a bribe. 

I AM at prefent in ♦*♦*, where the cle£Hon 
is juft coming on, and the whole town confe- 
qucntly in an uproar. They have for feveral 
parliaments returned two members, who recom- 
mended themfelves by conftantly oppofing the 
court : but there came down a few days ago a 
banker from London^ who has offered himfelf a 
candidate, and is backed with the moft powerful 
of all interefts, money. Nothing has been fince 
thought of but feafting and revelling ; and both 
parties ftrive to outdo each other in the fre- 
quency and expence of their entertainments. 
This, indeed, is the general method made ufe of 
to gain the favour of electors, and manifeft a 
z^eal for the conftitution. I have known a can- 
didate depend more upon the ftrength of his H- 
liquor than his arguments ; and the merits of a 

treat has often recommended a member, who 

has 



NM3. Ihi CONNOISSEUR, loi 
has had no merits of his own. For it is certain^ 
that people, however they may differ- in other 
points, are unanimous in promoting the grand 
bufinefs of eating and drinking* 

It is impoifible to give a particular account of 
the various diforders occafioned by the conteft 
in this town. The ftreets ring with the different 
cry of each party ; and every hour produces a bal- 
lad, a fet of queries, or a ferious addrefs to the 
worthy eledors* I have feen the mayor with 
half the corporation roaring, hollowing, and 
reeling along the ftreets, and yet threatening to 
clap a poor fellow in the ftocks for making the 
fame noife, only becaufe he would not vote as 
they do. It is no wonder, that the ftrongeft 
connexions fhould be broken, and the moft in- 
timate friends fet at variance, through their dif- 
ference of opinions. Not only th6 men, but 
their wives are. alfo engaged in the fame quarrel. 
Mr. Staunch the haberdaiher ufed to fmoke his 
pipe conftantly, in the fame kitchen comer, every 
evening, at the fame alehoufe, with his neighbour 
Mr. Veer the chandler, while their ladies chatted 
together at the ftreet-door : But now the hufbands 
never fpeak to each other; and confequently 
Mrs. Veer goes a quarter of a mile for her inkle 
and tape, rather than deal at Mr. Stai^ch'^ (hop ; 

F 3 and 
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:^d Mrs. Staunch declares, fhe would go without 
her tea, though ihe has always been ufed to it 
Iwice a day, rather than fetch her half-quartern 
from that turn-coat Veer% 

Wherever politics are introduced, religion 
is always drawn into the quarrel. The town I 
have been fpeaking of, is divided into two par-* 
ties, who are diftinguiflaed by the appellation of 
Chrt/ii^ns and Jews. The Jews^ it ieems, are 
thofe, who aje in the interefl of a nobleman, who 
gave his vote for pa^g the Jew.-'SiXl^ and are 
held in abomination by the Chrjftians. The sieal 
of the latter is ftill further inflamed by the vicar» 
who every funday thunders out his anathemas, 
and preaches up the pious doflrine of perfecu* 
tion. In this he is feconded by the clerk, who 
is careful to enforce the arguments from the pul- 
pit, by feleding ftaves proper for the occaiion. 

This truly Chrijitan fpirit is no where more 
manifeft than at their public feafts. I was at one 
of their dinners, where I found great variety of 
pig-meat was provided. The table was covered 
from one end to the other with hams, legs of 
pork, fparibs, grifkins, haflets, feet and ears, 
brawn, and the like. In the middle there fmoked 
a large barbicued hog, which was fbon devoured 

to 
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to the bone, fo dcfirous was every one to prove 
his Chrijlianiiy^ by the quantity he could fwallow 
of that Anti-Judaic food. After dinner there 
was brought in, by way of defert, a difh of hogs 
puddings ; but as I have a diflike to that kind of 
diet, (though not from any fcruple of confcience) 
I was regarded as little better than a Jew for de- 
dining to eat of them. 

The great fupport of this party is an old 
neighbouring knight; who, ever fince the late 
Naturalization-A<^, has conceived a violent anti* 
pathy to the Jews^ and takes every opportunity 
of railing at the above-mentioned nobleman. 
Sir Rowland fwears, that bis lordfliip is worfe 
than Judasy that be is a£tua]ly circumcifed^ 
and that the chapel in his boufe is turned into 
a fynagogue. The knight had never been 
feen in a church, 'till tbe late clamour about the 
^fW-Bill ; but he now attends it rcgulariy every 
Sunday, where he devoutly takes his nap all the 
fervice : • and he lately beftowed the beft living m 
his gift, which he had before promifed to his 
chaplain, on one whom he had never feen, but 
had read his name in the title-page to a fermon 
againft the Jews. He turned off his butler, who 
had lived with him many years, (and whofe only 
crime was a fwarthy complexion,) becaufe the 

F 4 dog 
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dog looked like a yew. He feeds . hogs in his 

, park and the court-yard, and has guinea-pigs in 
his pBrlour. Every Saturday he has an hunt, be-, 
caufe it is the Jewijh fabbath ; and in the even- 
ing he is fure to get drunk with the vicar in de- 

. fence of reh'gion. As he is in the commiiSon, 
he ordered a poor Jew pedlar, who came to 
hawk goods at his houfe, to Bridewell; and he 
was once going to fend a little pari(h-boy to 
the fame place, for prefuming to play in his 
worihip's hearing on that unchriftian-like inftru«» 
ment the Jews-Harp. 

The fair fex here are no lefs ambitious of dif- 
playing their aiFedion for the fame caufe; and 
they manifeft their fenthnents by the colour 
and fafhion of their drefs. Their zeal more par- 
ticularly {hews itfelf in a variety of pofies for 
rings, buckles, knots, and garters* I obferved the 
other night at the aflembly, that the ladies feemed 
to vie with each other, in hanging out the en- 
figns of the faith in orthodox ribbands, bearing 
the infcription of No Jews, Christianity 
FOR EVER. They likewife wore little crofles 
at their breafts ; their pontons were formed iiito 
crucifixes, their knots diipofed in the fameangles^ 
and fo many parts of their habits moulded in* 
to that ibape, that the whole aiTembly looked 

like 
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like the court on St. Jndrew^^ day. It was re* 
markable tiiat the vicar's lady, who is a tho- 
rough-paced High-Churchwoman, was more 
reh'gious in the decorations of her drefs than any 
of the company ; and, indeed, (he was fo ftuck 
over from head to foot with erodes, that a wag 
juftly compared her to an old Popijh monument 
in a Gothic cathedral. 

I SHALL conclude my letter with the relation 
of an adventure, that happened to myfelf at my 
firft coming into this town. J intended to put 
up at the Catherim'JVheelj as I had often ufed 
the houfe before, and knew the landlord to be a 
good civil kind of fellow. I accordingly turned 
my horfe into the yard j when to my great fur- 
prize die landlord, as foon as he faw me, gave 
me an hearty curfe, and told me I might go 
about my bufinefs, *^ for, indeed, he would not 
" entertain any fuch rafcals.'*. Upon this he 
faid fomething to two or three {trapping country- 
fellows, who immediately came towards me; 
and if I had not rode away direflly, I ihould 
have met with a very rough falutation from their 
horfe- whips. I could not imagine what offence 
I had committed, that could give occafion for 
fuch ill ufage, 'till I heard the mailer of the inn 
hollowing after me^ '^ that's the fcoundrel, that 

F 5 *^ camo 
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^< came here Tome time ago with Tom T^oAitt^dii^ 
who, I have fince learnt, is an agent for tbt 
other party. 

I am, dear Coufin, yours,.. &c. 



Numb. XIV. Thurfday^ May 2, 1754. 

— — — Turn in le<3:o quoque videres 
Stridere fecrcta divifos aure fufurros. 
Nullos his mallem ludos fpe£tafle. Sed ilia 
Kedde age, qu« deinceps rififti. — — • HoR* 

Imparted io each laughter-kving fair^ 

The whizzing whlfper glides from chair to chair : 

jfind e^er the confcious ear receives it half^ 

With titterings they betray thejlijied laugh 

Such giggling glee ! — what farce fo fuU of mirth /— • 

But tell thf tickling caufe^ that gave it birth 

To Mt. r o jy N. 

SIR, 

As the ladies are naturally become the im- 
mediate obje(9s of your care, will you per* 
snit a complaint to be inferted in your papcr^ 
which is founded upon a matter ef fa£l ? They 

wiU 
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will pardon me, if by laying before you a parti- 
cular inftance I was lately witnefs to of their 
improper behaviour^ I endeavour to expofe a 
reigning evil, which fubjeSs them to many 
fhameful imputations. 

I RECEIVED laft week a dinner-card from a 
friend, with an intimation that I fhould meet 
fome very agreeable ladies. At my arrival, I 
found that the company confifted chiefly of fe- 
males, who indeed did me the honour to rife, 
but quite difconcerted me in paying my refpe<3s, 
by their whifpering each other, and appearing to 
ftifle a laugh. When I was feated, the ladies 
grouped themfelves up in a comer, and entered 
into a private cabal, fcemingly to difconrfe upon 
points of great fecrecy and importance, but of 
equal merriment and diverfion. 

The fame conduft of keeping clofe to their 
ranks was obferved at table, where the ladies 
feated themfelves together. Their converfation 
was here aHb confined wholly to themfelves, and 
feemed like the myfteries of the Bona Dea^ in 
which men were forbidden to have any fhare. 
It was a continued laugh and whifper from the 
beginning td the end of dinner. A whole fen* 
tence was fcarcc ever fpoketi aloud. Single 

F 6 words. 
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words, indeed, now and then broke forth ; fuch 
as oSouSy horrible^ deUftabUy Jhockingy humbug* 
This laft new-coined expreflion, which is only 
to be found in the nonfenfical vocabulary, founds 
abfurd and difagreeable, whenever it is pro- 
nounced ; but from the mouth of a lady it is 
^^ (hocking, deteftable, horrible, and odious.'' 

My friend feemed to be in an uneafy fitua- 
tion at his own table : but I was far,more mifer- 
able. I was mute, and feldom dared to lift up 
my eyes from my plate, or turn my head to call 
for fmall beer, left by fome aukward g^ure I 
might draw upon me a whifper or a laugh. 
Sanchoy when he was forbid to eat a delicious 
banquet fet before him, could fcarce appear more 
melancholy. The rueful length of my face 
might poffibly encreafe the mirth of my tor- 
menters : at leaft their joy feemed to rife in exa£i: 
proportion with my mifery. At length, however, 
the time of my delivery approached. Dinner 
ended, the ladies made their exit in pairs, and 
went off hand in hand whifpering, like the two 
kings of Brentford* 

Modest men, Mr. Town, are deeply 
wounded, when -they imagine themfelves the 
objects of ridicule or contempt ; and the pain 

is 



N«,i4. The CONNOISSEUR. 109 

is the greater, when it is given by thofe whom 
they admire, and from whom they are am- 
bitious of receiving any marks of countenance 
and favour. Yet we muft allow, that affronts 
are' pardonable from ladies, as they are often 
prognoftics of future kindnefs. If a lady ftrikcs 
our cheek, we can very willingly follow the 
precept of the Gofpel, and turn the other cheek 
to be fmitten. Even a blow from a fair hand 
conveys pleafure. But this battery of whifpers 

is againft all legal rights of war ; poifoned 

arrows, and ftabs in the dark, are not more re- 
pugnant to the general laws of humanity. 

If the mifconduft, which I have defcribed, 
had been only to be found, Mr. Town, at my 
friend's table, I fhould not have troubled you 
with this letter : But the fame kind of ill-breed- 
ing prevails too often, and in too many places. 
The gigglers and the whifpcrers are innumerable j 
they befet us wherever we go ; and it is obfeiv- 
able, that after a (hort murmur of whifpers out 
comes the burft of laughter : like a gun-powder 
ferpent, which, after hiffing about for ibmq 
time, goes off in a bounce* 

Modern writers of comedy often introduce 
a pert witling into their pieces, who is very 

fcverc 
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fcvcrc upon the reft of the company; but all his 
waggery is fpoken aftde. Thcfe gigglcrs and 
whifperers feem to be aflhig the fame part in 
company, that this arch rogue does,4n the play. 
Every word or motion produces a train of whif- 
pers s the dropping of a fnuff-box, or fpilling the 
tea, is fare to be accompanied with a titter; 
' and upon the entrance of any one with fomething 
particular in his perfon or manner, I have feen a 
whole room in a buzz like a bee -hive. 

This pradice of whifpering, if it is any where 
allowable, may perhaps be indulged the fair fex 
at church, where the converfation can only be 
carried on by the fecret fymbols of a curtfy^ aa 
ogle, or a nod. A whifper in this place is very 
often of great ufe, as it ferves to convey the 
moft fecret intelligence, which a lady would be 
ready to burft with, if (he could not find vent 
for it by this kind of auricular confeffion. A 
piece of fcandal tranfpires in this manner from 
one pew to another, then prefently whizzes 
along the chancel, from whence it crawls up 
to the galleries, 'till at laft the whole church 
hums with it. 

It were alfo to be wifhed, that the ladies 
would be plcafed to* confine themfelves to wfaif* 

pering. 
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pering, in their tete-a-tete conferences at the 
opera or the play-houfe ; which would be a pro- 
per deference to the reft of the audience. In 
France^ we are told, it is common for iht parterre 
to join with the performers in any fevoyrite air; 
but we feem to have carried this cuftom ftill fur- 
ther, as the company in our boxes, without 
concerning themfelves in the feaft with the play, 
are even louder than the players. The wit and 
humour of a Vanbrugh or a Congreve is frequently 
interrupted by a brilliant dialogue between two 
perfons of fafhion ; and a love-fcene in the fide- 
box has often been more attended to, than that 
on the ftage. As to their loud burfts of laughter 
at the theatre, they may very well be excufed, 
when they are excited by any lively ftrokes in a 
comedy : but I have feen pur ladies titter at the 
moft diftrefsful fcenes in Romeo and Juliet j grin 
over the anguifh of a Monimia or Behidera^ and 
fairly laugh King Lear oiF the ftage. 

Thus the whole behaviour of thefe ladies is 
in diredl contradiSion to good manners. They 
laugh when they (hould cry, are loud when they 
fliould be filent, and are filent when their con^ 
verfation Is defirable* If a man in a fele<^ 
company was thus to laugh or whifper me out of 
countenance^ I ihould be apt to conftrue it as an 
, affront^ 
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afiront, and demand an explanation. As to the 
ladies, I would deiire them to refle<^ how much 
they would fufFer, if their own weapons were 
turned againft them, and the gentlemen fhould 
attack them with the fame arts of laughing and 
whifpering. But, however free they may be 
from our refentment, they are ftill open to ill- 
natured fufpicions. They do not confider, what 
ftrange conftrudlions may be put on thefc laughs 
and whifpers. It were, indeed, of little conie* 
quence, if we only imagined, that they were 
taking the reputations of their acquaintance to 
pieces, or abufing the company round ; but 
when they indulge themfelves in this behaviour^ 
fome perhaps may be led to conclude, that they 
are difcourfing upon topics, which they arc 
afliamed to fpeak of in a lefs private manner. 

Some excufe may perhaps be framed for this 
ill-timed merriment in the fair fex. VenuSj the 
goddefs of beauty, is frequently called the 
laughter-loving dame; and by laughing our mo* 
dern ladies may poffibly imagine, that they 'ren- 
der themfelves like Venus. I have indeed re- 
marked, that the ladies commonly adjuft their 
laugh to their perfons, and are merry in proportion 
as it fets ofF their particular charms. One lady 
is never further moved than to a fmile or a 
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fimper, becaufc nothing elfe ihews her dimples to 
fo much advantage; another, who has a very 
fine fet of teeth, runs into the broad grin 5 while 
a third, who is admired for a well-turned neck 
and graceful clieft, calls up all her beauties to 
view, by breaking into violent and repeated 
peals of laughter. 

I WOULD not be underftood to impofe gravity 
or too great a referve on the -fair fex. Let them 
laugh at a feather ; but let them declare openly, 
that it is a feather which occaflons their mirth* 
I muft confeis, that laughter becomes the young, 
the gay, and the handfome : But a whifper is 
unbecoming at all ages and in both fexes ; nor 
ought it ever to be pradifed, except in the round 
gallery at St. PauTsy or in the famous whifpering 
place in Gloucejler cathedral, where two whif- 
perers hear each other at the diftance of five and 
twenty yards, 

I am, SIR, 

Your mod: humble Servant, 

K. L. 
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trivial or ridiculous, which is not capable of {hxi- 
ducing a bet. Many pounds have been loft upon 
the colour of a coach -horfe, an article in the 
news, or the change of the weather. The birth 
of a child has brought great advantages to per- 
fons not in the leaf): related to the family it was 
born in ; and the breaking off a match has af- 
feded many in their fortunes, beiides the parties 
immediately concerned. 

But the moft extraordinary part of this fa- 
fhionable practice is, what in the gaming dialed 
is called pitting one man againft another ; that 
is, in plain Englijh^ wagering which of the two 
will live longeft. In this manner, people of the 
mod: oppofite chara£ters make up the fubje£t of 
a bet. A player perhaps is pitted againft a duke, 
an alderman againft a bifhop, or a pimp with a 
privy !-counfellor. There is fcarce one remark* 
able perfon, upon whofe life there are not many 
thoufand pounds depending; or one perfon of 
quality, whofe death will not leave feveral of 
thefe kind of mortgages upon his eftate. The 
various changes in the health of one, who is the 
fubjeft of many bets, occafion very ferious re- 
flexions in thofe, who have ventured large fums 
on his life and death. Thofe, who would be 
gainers by his deceafe, upon every flight indifpo- 

fition. 
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fition, watch all the ftages of his illnefs, and are 
as impatient for his death, as the undertaker 
who expefts to have the care of his funeral ; 
while the other fides are very foUicitous about his 
recovery, fend every hour to know how he does, 
and take as much care of him, as a clergyman's 
wife does of her hufband, who has no other for- 
tune than his living. I remember a man'with 
the conftitution of a porter, upon whofe life v^ry 
great odds were laid ; but when the perfon he 
was pitted againft, was expe£ted«to die every 
week, this man (hot himfelf through the head, 
and the knowing ones were taken in. 

Though moft of our follies are imported 
from PrancBy this has had it's rife and progrefs 
entirely in England. In the laft illnefs of 
Louis the fourteenth, lord Stair laid a wager on 
his death ; and we may guefi what the French 
thought of it, from the manner in which Voltaire 
mentions it his Siecle de Louis xiv, ** Le Roi 
** fut attaque vers le milieu du mois d'Aout. 
** 3Le Comte de Stair Ambafladeur d'Angletcrre 
PARIA, felon le genie de fa nation^ que le Roi 
ne pafleroit pas le mois de Septembre/' •* The 
King (fays he) was taken ill about the middle 
of Auguft ; when lord Stair^ the ambaffador 
** from England^ betted, acewding to the genius 

If 
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<< of his nation.^ that the King would not liyc 
*< beyond September." 

I AM in fome pain, left this cuftom fhould get 
among the ladies. They are at prefent very 
deep in cards and dice; and while my lord is 
gaming abroad, her ladyfhip has her rout at 
home. I am inclined to fufpedl, that our women 
of fafhion will alfo learn to divert themfelves 
with^ this polite practice of laying wagen. 
A birth-day fuit, the age of a beauty^ who in« 
vented a particular fafliion, or who were fuppctfed 
to be together at the laft mafquerade, would 
frequently give occafion for bets. This would 
alfo afford them a new method for the ready 
propagation of fcandal ; as the truth of feveral 
fiories, which are continually flying about the 
town, would naturally be brought to the lame 
teft. Should they proceed further to ftake the 
lives of their acquaintance againft each other, 
they would doubtlefs bet with the fame fearleis 
fpirit, as they are known to do at brag : the huf- 
band of one would perhaps be pitted againft the 
gallant of another, or a woman of the town againft 
a maid of honour. And perhaps if this practice 
ihould once become fafhionable among the ladies^ 
we may ibon fee the tin^, when an allowance for 
het'tmney will be ftipulated in the marriage-articles. 

As 
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As the vices and follies of perfons of diftinc- 
tion are very apt to fpread, I am alio much afraid^ 
left this branch of gaming fhould defcend to the 
common people. Indeed, it feems already to 
have got among them. We have frequent ac- 
counts in the daily papers of tradefmen riding, 
walking, eating and drinking, for a wager. 
The contefted ele£tion in the city has occafioned 
feveral extraordinary bets : I know a butcher in 
Leaden-Hall market, who laid an ox to a fhin 
of beef, on the fuccefs of Sir John Barnard 
againft the field ; and have been told of a pub* 
lican in Thatnes-Jireet^ who ventured an hogfhead 
of entire butt, on the candidate who ferves 
him yrith beer. 

We may obferve, that the fpirit of gaming 
difplays itfeif with as much variety among the 
loweft, as the higheft order of people. It is the 
fame thing, whether the dice rattle in an orange 
barrow, or at the hazard table. A couple of 
chairman in a night-cellar are as eager at put or 
all-fours, as a party at St. Jameses at a rubber of 
whift ; and the £ O table is but an higher fort 
of Merry* go-round J where you may get fix half- 
pence for one, fix pence for one, and fix two* 
pences for one. If the pra£lice of Pitting fhould 
be alfb propagated among the vulgar^ it will be 

common 
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common for prize-fighters to ftake their lives 
againft each other; and two pick-pockets may 
lay which of them fhall firft go to the gsillows. 

To give the reader a full idea of a perfon of 
fafhion wholly employed in this manner, I ihall 
conclude my paper with the charader of A^m- 
tano, Montana was bom heir to a nobleman 
remarkable for deep play ; from whom he veiy 
early imbibed the principles of gaming. When 
he firft went' to fchool, he foon became the moft 
expert of any of his play-fellows : he was fure to 
win all their marbles at taw, and would often 
ftrip them of their whole week's allowance -at 
chuck. He was afterwards at the Head of every 
match at football or cricket ; and when he was 
captain, he took in all the big boys by making a 
lottery, but went away without drawing the 
prizes. He is ftill talked of at the fchool, for a 
famous difpute he had with another of his own 
caft about their fuperiority in learning; which 
they decided, by toffing up heads or tails who 
was the beft fcholar. Being too great a genius 
for our univerfities at home, he was fent abroad 
on his travels, but never got further than Paris j 
where having loft a confiderable bet of four to 
one concerning the taking a town in Flanders^ he 
was obliged to come back with a few guineas he 

borrowed 
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borrowed to bring him over. Here he foon be- 
came univerfally known by frequenting every 
gaming-table, and attending every horfe-race in 
the kingdom. He firft reduced betting into an 
art, and made IVhitis the grand market for 
wagers. He is at length fuch ao- adept in this 
art, that whatever turn things take, he can never 
lofe. This he has effeded, by what he has 
taught the world to call hedging a bet. There is 
fcarce a contefted eleSion in the kingdom, which 
will hot end to his advantage ; and he has lately 
fent over commiffions to Pans to take up bets jon 
the recall of the parliament. He was the firft, 
that ftruck out the above-mentioned pra^ice of 
Pitting; in which he is fo thoroughly verfed, 
that the death of every perfon of quality may be 
faid to bring him a legacy ; and he has fo con- 
trived the bets on his own life, that (live or die) 
the odds are in his favour. 



O 
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Numb. XVL Thurfday^ May 16, 1754. 



-— — — — Altius omnem 
Expediam prima repetens ab origine famain. 

ViRG. 

ni trace the current upwards^ as itjlowsy 
And mark the feqret fprtng^ whence firft it rofe. 

To Mr. r JV N. 

SIR, Oxfordy May 12, 175+. 

YOUR laft week's paper, on the (uligcA of 
bets, put me in mind of an extra^ I lately 
met with in fome news-papers, from the *' Life 
*^ of Pope Sixtus V. tranflated from the Italum of 
** Gregorio Lett by the reverend Mr, Famwortb** 
The paflage is as follows. 

J^T was reported in Romey that Drake had taken 
and plundered St. Domingo in Hi/paniolay and carried 
off an immenfe booty. This account came in a pri- 
vate letter to Paul Secchi^ a very confiderable mer- 
chant iu the city, who had large concerns in thoie 
parts, which he had infured. Upon receiving this 
news, he fent for the infurer Sam/on Ceneday a Jew$ 
and acquainted him with it. The yeiv^ whofb in- 
terefl it was to have fuch a report thought falfe, gave 

many 
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many reafons why it could not pofiibly be true ? and 
at laft worked himfelf up into fuch a paflion, that he 
faidy rU lay you a pound of my flefh it is a lye. 
Secchif who was of a fiery hot temper, replied, Til 
lay you a thoufand crowns againft a pound of your 
fleih, that it is true. The ye<w accepted the wager* 
and articles were immediately executed betwixt 
them. That if Secchi won, he fhould himfelf cut the 
fleih with a fharp knife from whatever part of the 
ye*w*8 body he pleafed. The truth of the account 
was (bon confirmed ; and the yew was almo/l dif- 
traded, when he was informed, that Secchi had fo- 
lemnly fworn he would compel him to the exaft li- 
teral performance of his contract. A report of this 
tranfa£tion was brought to the Pope, who fent for 
the parties, and being informed of the whole affair^ 
faidy ** When centrals are made, it is juft they 
** fhould be fulfilled, as this fhalL Take a knife 
** therefore, SecM, and cut a pound of flefh from 
" any part you pleafe of the Jew*s body. We ad- 
•* vife you, however, to be very careful 5 for if yoa 
** cut but a fcruple more or lefs than your due, yoa 
^* fhall cert^ly be hanged." 

What induced me to trouble you with this, 
is a remark made by the editor, << that the fcene 
** between Shyloci and Antonio in the Merchant of 
** Venice is borrowed from this flory.'* I ihould 
perhaps have acquiefced in thi$ notion, if I had 
not feen a note in the ** Obfervations on Spenfer's 

G 2 « Faerie 
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« Faerie ^eeney by Mr. T. JVarton of Trim^ 
<« College^** where he feems to have difcovered 
the real fource from which Shakefpeare drew his 
fable, which (he informs us) is founded upon an 
ancient Ballad. The admirers of Shakefpeare are 
obliged to him for this curious difcovery : but as 
Mr. JVarton has only given fome extrai^, they 
would undoubtedly be glad to fee the whole. 
This Ballad is mod probably no where to be met 
with, but in the AJhmolean Mufaum in this Uni- 
verfity, where it was depofited by that &mous 
antiquary Anthony a Wood : I have therefore fent 
you a faithful tranfcript of it ; and you muft agree 
with me, that it will do you more credit, as a 
Connoisseur, to draw this hidden treafure 
into light, than if you had difcovered an Otho 
or a Niger. 

A SONG. 

Shewing the crueltieof Gernutus a Jew, who 
lending to a merchant an hundred crownes^ would 
have a pound of his flefhe, becaufe he could not 
pay him at the time appointed. 



IN Venice town not long agoe 
A cruel Jew dic^ dwell. 
Which lived all on ufurie. 
As Italian writers tell. 



Gernutus called was the ytw. 
Which never thought to die, 

Nor never yet did any good 
To them in ilreets that lye, 

Hit 
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His life was like a barrow hogge, 

That liveth oaany a day. 
Yet never once doth any 'good. 

Until men will him Hay. 



Or like a filthy heap of dung. 

That lyech in a hoord ; 
Which never can do any good. 

Till it be fpread abroad. 

So fares it with this ufurer. 

He cannot Deep in reft. 
For fear the theefe doth him purfue 

To pluck him from his neft. 

His heart doth think on many a 
wile, 

How to deceive the poore ; 
His mouth is almoft full of muckcj 

Yet flill he gapes for more. 

His wife mud lend a (hilling. 
For every weeke a penny. 

Yet bring a pledge that^s double 
worth, 
If that you will have any. 

And fee (likewife)y on keepyour day. 

Or elfe you .loofe it all : 
This was the living of his wife. 

Her cow flie doth it call. 

Within that citie dwelt that time 
A merchant of great fame. 

Which being diftre/Ted, in his need 
Unto Gemutux came : 

Defiring him to ftand his friend. 
For twelve moneth and a day. 

To lend to him an loo crownes. 
And he for it would pay 

Whatfoever he would demand of him 
Aod pledges he ihould have : 

No (qd. the Jew with fleering 
iookes) 
Sir aike what you will have* 
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No penny for the loane of it 
For one y.eere you fhall pay j 

You may do me as good a turne^ 
Before my dying day. 



But we will have a merry jeaft 

For to be talked long : 
You fhall make me a bond (quoth he) 

That fhall be large and ftrong. 

And this fhall be the forfeiture. 
Of your owne fleOie a pound. 

If you agree, make you the bond. 
And here^s a hundred crownes. 

The fecond part of the Jeios cru- 
eltie ) fettiug forth the merci- 
fulnelTe of the Judge towards 
^the Merchant. 

With right good will the merchant 
faid. 
And fo the bond was made. 
When twelve months and a day 
drew on 
That back it ihould be payd. 

The merchant's ihipswere^ali at Tea, 
And money came not in j 

Which way to take, or what to dof 
To thinke he doth begin. 

And to Gernutui ftraight he comes 
With cap and bended knee. 

And fayd to him of curtefie 
I pray you bear with me* 

My day is come, aad I have not 

The money for to pay : 
And little good the forfeiture 

Will doe you I daie fay. 

With all my heart, Gemutus faiJ, 
Command it to your minde ; 

In things of bigger weight than this 
Yoa ihall me teadie finde. 

C 3 H 
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He goes bis way j the day once paft 
Gerrmtui doth not flacke 

To get a ferjeant prefentlie^ 
And dapt him on the backe. 

And layd him into prifon ftrong> 
And fued his bond withall j 

And when the judgment day was 
come. 
For judgment he doth call. 

The merchant*s friends came thi- 
ther faft» 

With many a weeping eye> 
For other meansthey could not find. 

But he that day muft dye. 

Some offered for his loo crowues 
•Five hundred for to pay j 

And fome a thoufand, two or three^ 
Yetftillhediddenay. 

And at the laft 10,000 crownes 
They offered him to fave, 

Cemutui faid, I will no goldy 
My forfeit I will have. 

A pound of fle/he is my demand^ 
And that ihall be my byre. 

Then faid the judge yet my good 
Let me of you defire, [friend 

To take the flefhe from fuch a place 
As yet you let him live ; 

Doe fo, and lo an loo crownes^ 
To thee here will I give. 

No, no, quoth he, no judgment here 
For this it /hall be tryde. 

For I will have my pound of fleihe 
From under his right fide* 

It grieved all the companies 

His crueltie to fee 
For neither friend not foe could hdp 

But he muft fpoyled bee. 
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The bloudie Jew now ready it 
With whetted blade in liaiid« 

To fpoyle the bloud of innocent^ 
By forfeit of his bond* 

And as he was about to ftiike 
In him the deadlj blow : 

Stay (quoth the Judge) thy crndtie 
I charge thee to do fo. 

Sith needs thou wilt thyforfdt have 
Which is of flefhe a pound : 

See that thou fhed no drop of blood. 
Nor yet the man confound* 

For if thou doe, like mnrtherery 
Thou here (halt hanged be : 

Likewife of flefhe fee that tluNi cat 
No matt than longt to thee* 

For if thou take either mere arlefle» 
To the value of a mit^ 

Thou ihalt be hanged pieftatlj 
As is both law and right* 

Gemutus now waxt ftantic madf 
And wotes not what to (ay s 

Quoth he at laft, 10,000 crowBCt 
I will that he flull pay. 

And fo I grant to fet him free s 
The Judge doth anfwere mak^ 

You ihall not have a penny giveii» 
Your forfeiture now take* 

At the laft he doth demand^ 
But for to have his ovrn x 

No, quoth the Judge, do as yon lift. 
Thy Judgment ihall be fhowaCt 

Either take your pound of fLtAiu 
(qd. he) 

Or cancell me your bond ; 
O cruell Judge then quoth the JWpy 

That doth againft me ftaa( 
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And fo with griped gtieved minde 

He biddeth them farewell ; 
All the people prays'd the lerd 

That ever this heard tell. 



Good people that do hear this fong. 
For truth I dare well fay. 

That many a wretch as ill as he 
Doth live now at thie day. 
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That feeketh nothing but the fpoyle 
Of many a wealthie man, 

And for to trap the innocent, 
Devifeih what they can. 



From whom the Lord deliver me^ 
And every Chriftian too. 

And fend to them like fentence eke. 
That meaneth fo to do. 



Printed at London by E. P./or J. Wright dwelling in Gilt-fpur-ftreet. 

It will be proper to fubjoin what the ingenious 
Mr. Warton has obferved upon this fubjeft. — " It may 
*< be objeded, fays he, that this BaMad might have 
•< been written after, and copied from, Shakefpeares 
*' play. But if that had been the cafe, it is moft 
•* likely, that the author would have preferved Shake^ 
** fpearis name of Shylock for the Jew ; and nothing 
^< is more likely, than that Shakefpeare^ in copying 
^' from this Ballad, fhould alter the name from Ger- 
** nutus to one more Jewijb, Another argument is) 
^< that our Ballad has the air of a narrative written 
** before Shakefpearis play ; I mean, that, if it had 
** been written after the play, it would have been 
^' much more full and circumftantial. At prefent, it 
^^ has too much the nakednefs of an original. '' 



It would, indeed, be abfurd to think, that this 
Ballad was taken from Shakefpearis play, as they differ 
in the moft eflential circumftances. The fum bor« 
lowed is in the former an hundred crowns, in the 

G^ latter 



128 7*^ CONNOISSEUR. N*. i6. 

latter three thoufand ducats : The time limited for pay- 
ment in the one is only three months, in the other a 
year and a day : In the play the merchant's motive for 
borrowing, (which is finely imagined by Shakejpean^ 
and is conducive to the general plot) is not on account 
of his own neceffities, but for the fervice of his friend. 
To thefe we may add, that the clofe of the ftory is 
finely heightened by Shakefpeare. A' mere copyift, 
fuch as we may fuppofe a Ballad-maker, would not 
have given hiiiifelf the trouble to alter circumftances : 
at leaft he would not have changed them fo much for 
the worfe. But this matter Teems to be placed out of 
all doubt by the firft ftanza of the Ballad, which in- 
forms us, that the ftory was taken from fome ItaEan 
novel. *' Thus much therefore is certain, (as Mr. 
*' Warton obferves) that Shakefpeare either copied 
*' from that Italian novel, or from this Ballad. Now 
*' we have no tranflation, I prefume, of fuch a novel 
** into Englijh. If then it be granted, that Shakejpeare 
'* generally took his Italian ftories from their Englijh 
tranflations, and that the arguments above, con- 
cerning the prior antiquity of this Ballad, are 
'' true, it will follow, that Shakejpeare copied fkom 
« this Ballad." 

Upon the whole, it is very likely, that the Italian 
novel, upon which this Ballad feems founded, took 
its rife (with an inverfion of the circumftances) from 

the 






N*.i6. 7»^ CONNOISSEUR. 129 

the abovcmentioned ftory in the ^« Life of Pope 
** Sixtus V," the memory of which muft have 
been then recent. I fhould be glad if any. of 
your readers can give any further light into this 
affair, and, if poilible, acquaint the public, from 
whence Shakefpeare borrowed the other part of his 
fable concerning Portia and the Cajkets; which, 
- it is more than probable, is drawn from fome 
other novel well known in his time. 

I CANNOT conclude without remarking, with 
what art and judgment Shakefpeare has wove to- 
gether thefe different ftories of the JeWy and the 
Cajkets ; from both which he has formed one ge- 
neral &ble, without having recourfe to the flale 
artifice of eking out a barren fubje6l with im- 
pertinent underplots, 

I am, SIR, 
T Your humble fervant, &c. 



G 5 Numb, 
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Numb. XVn. Thurfday^ May 2^^ I7S4« 

•— •— paulo plus artis Athens. HoR. 

Scarce more with Athens Science chofe to dwdl^ 
Or Gxtcvin poets Grub-ftreet bards excell. 

To Mr. r IV N. 
S I R, 

THOUGH many hiflorians have defcribed 
the city of London (in which we may in- 
clude TVeftniinfter) with great accuracy, 'yet they 
have not fet it out in the full light, which at 
prefent it deferves. They have not diftinguiihed 
it as an Univerfity. Paris is an Univerfity^ 
Dublin is an Univerfity, even Afo/cow is an Uni- 
veriity. But London has not yet been honoured 
'with that title. I will allow our metropolis -to 
have been intended originally, only as a city of 
trade; and I will farther own, that fcarce any 
fciences, except fuch as were purely mercantile, 
were cultivated in it, till within thefe laft thirty 
years. But from that period of time, I may (ay 
an whole army, as it were, of arts and fciences 
have amicably marched in upon us, and have 
fixed themfelves as auxiliaries to our capital. 

The 



t 
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The four greater faculties, I mean Theology, 
Law, Medicine, and Philofophy, which are 
taught in other Univerfities, are in their highcft 
perfe£tion here. The profperity of the firft may 
be feen by the crouded churches every Sunday, 
and the difcipline of the fecond by the number* 
lefs young ftudents^ who conftantly dine in their 
refpedlive halls at the feveral Inns of Court. 
Thefe two faculties have of late received confi- 
derable improvements, but particularly that of 
Theology ; as is manifeft from feveral new and 
aftonifliing opinions, " which have been ftarted 
among us.. There have rifen, within thefe few 
yean, very numerous tribes of Methodifts^ Mo- 
raviansj msMetonians^ Muggletonians^ Hutching 
fmans^ &c. In a word, our fe£b are multiplied 
to fuch an infinite degree, that (as Voltaire has be- 
fore obferved) ** every man may now go to heaven 
•• his own way." Can the Divinity-Schools boaft 
fuch found dodrine as the Foundery in Moorfieldi ? 
Or were ever Fellows of Colleges fuch adepts in 
Matrimony, as the reverend Doctors of the FUeij 
or the Prinjatc of May-Fmr ? 

The theory of Medicine may undoubtedly be 
taught at Oxford and Cambridge in a tolerable 
manner ; but the art itfelf can only be learned, 
where it flourifbes^ at Loudon. Do not our daily 

G 6 papers 
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papers give us a longer lift of medicines, than are 
contained in any of the Difpenfatories ? And are 
we not conftantly told of furprifing antidotes, 
certain cures, and never failing remedies for every 
complaint ? And are not each of thefe fpecifics 
equally efficacious in one diftemper as another, 
from the Grand Reftorative Elixir of Life down 
to the Infallible Corn-Salve, as thoufands have 
experienced ? With what pleafure and admira- 
ration have I beheld the Machaon of our times. 
Dr. Richard Rocky difpenfing from his one-horfe^ 
chaife his Cathartic Antivenereal Eledtary, his 
Itch Powder, and his Quinteflence of Vipers! 
It may be afked, Is he a Graduate? is he a 
Regular Phj Acian ? No, he is fuperior to Regu- 
larity. He defpifes the formality of Academical 
Degrees. He ftiles himfelf M. L. He is a Lmdom 
Phyficlan, or, as Moliere would exprefs it, 
Cejl un Medecin de Londres. 

After Medicine let us confider Logic. Bow 
is that moft ufeful art taught in the two Univer- 
fities ? Is it not clogged with fuch barbarous 
terms, as tend to puzzle and confound, rather 
than enlighten or dired the underftanding ? Is it 
not taught in a dead, I had almoft faid, in a 
Popifli tongue ? Is it not over-run with dry dif- 
tinftions, and ufekfs fubtleties? Where then ia 

it 
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it to be learned in all the purity of reafon, and the 
dignity of language ? Neither at Oxford nor at 
Cambridge^ but at the Robin Hood Alehoufe in 
Butcher-Row near Temple-Bar. 

From Logic let us proceed to Eloquence : 
And let us ingenuoufly confefs, that neither of 
our Univerfities can boaft an Orator equal to the 
renowned Henley* Has he not all the qualifica- 
tions required by TuUy in a complete Orator ? 
Has he not been followed by the greateft men of 
the nation ? Yet has this modeft divine ne\rer de- 
rived any title to himfelf from his own rhetoric, 
except fuch an one as his extraordinary elocution 
naturally beftowed upon him. Might he not have 
called himfelf Prefident of the Butchers ? Dean 
of Marrow-bones and Cleavers ? or Warden of 
Vhre-Market ? Certainly he might. Therefore, 
if it were for his fake only, in my humble opi« 
nion, London ought immediately to afTume the 
title of an Univerfity 5 and the butchers of CUrre^ 
Market^ who have fo conftantly attended Mr. 
Henley s Lectures, ought to be prefented with 
Honorary Degrees. 

I KNOW not what prctenfions the Univerfities 
may have had originally to adopt M' fie among 
the reft of their fciences : perhaps they have af- 

X funved 
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fumed a right of beftowing degrees in Mufk^ 
from their being called the feats of the Mufes ; 
as it is well known, that ApoUo was a fidler, as 
well as a poet and a phyfician; and iik^Afufes 
are faid to have delighted in fiddling and piping. 
The young ftudents, I am told, of either Uni- 
verfity are more ambitious to excel in this fcience 
than any other, and fpend moft of their time in 
the ftudy of the Gamut : but their knowledge in 
Harmonics is feldom carried farther than / kvi 
SsUj or Ally Croker. In this point London has 
undoubtedly a better title to be called an Uni- 
verfity. Did Oxford or Cambridge ever produce 
an Opera, though they have the advantage of 
languages fo very little known, as the Greek and 
even Hebrewy tocompofe in ? Had ever any of 
their Profeffbrs the leaft idea of a Burletta ? Or 
are any of their moft fublime Anthems half ib ra* 
viihing as Footers Minuet from the Hand Organ of 
the little Savoyard Duchefs ? Are thofe claffical 
inftruments the Doric Lute^ the Syrinx^ or the 
Fi/lulaj to be compared to the melody of the 
Wooden Spoons^ the Jews-Harp^ and Sak^Bw^ 
at Mrs. Midnight^ ? 

But there are no doctrines more forcibly in- 
culcated among us than thofe of Ethics, or Moral 
Philofophy, What are the precepts of Plato^ 

Epi^etus^ 
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Epi^etus^ or TuUy^ in comparifon to the moral 
leflbns delivered by our periodical writers ? And 
are not you, Mr. Town, a wifer man than So* 
crates ? But the age is more particularly indebted, 
for it's prefent univerfal purity of manners, to 
thofe excellent rules for the condud of life con- 
tained in our modern novels. From thefe moral 
works might be compiled an entire new fyflem 
of Ethics, far fuperior to the exploded notions of 
mufty Academics, and adapted to the pra£tice 
of the prefent times. Cato^ we are told, com- 
mended a young man, whom he faw coming out 
of the public ftews, becaufe he imagined it 
might preferve him from the crime of adultery ; 
and the Spartans ufed to make their flaves drunk 
in the prefence of their youth, that they might 
be deterred from the like debaucheries. For the 
fame reafons, we may fuppofe, that our taverns 
and bagnios are fo much frequented by our young 
people $ and in this light we may fairly confider 
them as fo many Schools of Moral Pbilofophy. 

If we are willing to turn our thoughts towards 
Experimental Philofophy, can the feveral Unii* 
verfities of the whole world produce fuch a va- 
riety of inftruments, fo judicioufly colle£led, for 
Aftronomicaf^ Geographical^ and all other fcl- 

entiii^ 
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entific obfervations, as are to be feen in the two 
amazing repoiitories of Mr. ProfefTor Deard in 
the Strand J and of Mr. Profeflbr Rujfel at Charing 
Crofs ? It were endlefs to enumerate particulars j 
but I cannot help taking notice of thofe elegant 
little portable telefcopes, that are made ufe of in 
all public places; by which it is evident, that 
even our fine ladies and gentlemen are become 
proficients in Optics* 

Thb Univerfities feem to pride themfelves 
greatly on their choice collections of curious and 
invaluable trifles, which are there preferved, 
only becaufe they were not thought worth pre- 
ferving any where elfe. But is the AJbmokan 
Colle£Uon of Rarities, comparable to the Nick- 
nackatory of Mr. Pinchbeck ? Or are any of their 
Mufaeums ftored with fuch precious curiofities, 
as are frequently feen in Mr. Langford*s Audlion- 
Room ? Strangers, who think it worth while to 
go fo far zs Oxford or Cambridge to fee fights, 
may furely meet with as much fatisfadion at 
London. Are the two little pigmies, ftriking a 
clock at Carfax in Oxford^ within any degree 
of comparifon with the two noble giants at St. 
Dtmftan^s church in FUet-Sireet \ to fay nothing of 
their enormous brethren at Guild-Hall? Are any 

of 
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of the College Halls in cither of the Univerfitics, 
fo magnificent as thofe belonging to our wor- 
ihipful companies ? Or can the Theatre at O**- 
ford^ or the Senate -hcufe at Camhridge^ vie with 
that ftupendous piece of architefture the Manfion- 
Houfe, fet apart for our Chancellor the Lord 
Mayor ? h may be alledged perhaps, that thefe 
are trifling examples of fuperiority, which the 
younger fifter bears over her two elder : but at 
the fame time it cannot be denied, that fhe 
excells them both even in the minutia of learning 
and antiquity. 

We muft confefs, that Hydraulics, or the 
Motion of Fluids, feem to be taught exa£Hy in 
the fame manner, and with the fame degree of 
knowledge, in London as in Oxford or Cambridge. 
The Glafs Tubes, and the Syphons, are formed 
very much in the fame fhape and fafhion. The 
great Hydroftatical law, " That all fli'ids gravi- 
** tate in propria loco^^ is proved by the fame 
kind of experiments. The feveral ftudents, of 
whatever age or ftation, vie with each other in 
an unwearied application, and a conflant attend- 
ance to this branch of mixed mathematics. The 
Profeflbrs, in each of the three Univerfities, arc 
confeflcdly very great men : but I hope I may be 

forgiven. 
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forgiven, if I wi(h to fee my friend Mr. Ryan^ 
Prefident of the King^s Arms in Pall-Mall^ una- 
nimoufly declared Vice-Chancellor of the Uni- 
Teriity of Lmdofu 

I am, S I R9 

Yoar humble fervant, 

G. K. 

Numb. XVIII. Tburfday^ May 30, 1754. 



Nihil eft fiiracius illo : 



Non fuit Autolyci tarn piceata manus. 

Mart. 

Coidd he havi fikVd but half fo fly as tbeij 
Crook-finger'd Jack had *fcap^d the triple tree. 

AN information was the other day laid before 
a magiftrate by a Fellow of the Society 
of Antiquarians, againft one of his brethren for 
a robbery. The profecutor depofed upon oath, 
that the other had called upon him to fee his col- 
le£tion of medals, and took an opportunity of 
ftealing a leathern purfe, formerly belonging to 
the celerated Tom Heame^ in which were con- 
tained 






N^i8. The CONNOISSEUR. 139 

tained, (befides an antique piece of copper-mo- 
ney, place, date, name, figure, and value un« 
known^-a^air of breeches of Oliver CrormveH^ 
z denarius of Trajan worth fifty (hillings, and a 
queen Anne^s farthing value five pounds. He 
was with much ado difTuaded from carrying on 
his fuit ; as the magiftrate convinced him, that 
however highly he might rate his own treafures^ 
a jury, who were no Virtuofos^ would confider 
a farthing merely as a farthing, and look upon 
a copper coin of a Roman Emperor as no better 
than a king George^s halfpenny. 

I CANNOT, indeed, without great concern, 
as. a Connoisseur, refle£^ on the known dif- 
honefty of my learned brethren. The fcanda- 
lous pnu^ces, wherever their darling paffion is 
interefted, are too notorious to be denied. The 
moment they conceive a love fo( rareties and an- 
tiques, their &n& notions of honour difappear ; 
and Tafte, the more it eftablifhes their venera- 
tion for VsrtHy the more certainly deftroys their 
integrity : as ruft enhances the value of an old 
coin, by eating up the figure and infcription. 

Most people are mailers of a kind of logic, 
by which they argue their confciences to fleep, 
and acquit themfelves of doing what is wrong. 
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The country fquire of confirmed honefty in all 
other rcfpefts, thinks it very fair tb over-readi 
you in the fale of an horfe ; and the man of plea- 
fure, who would fcorn to pick your pocket, or 
ftop you on the road, regards it rather as gallan- 
try than bafenefs, to intrigue with your wife or 
daughter. In the fame manner the Virtuofo does 
not look on his thefts as real a£ls of felony ; but 
while he owns that he would take any pains to 
ileal an old rufty piece of brafs, boafts that you 
may fafely truft him with untold gold : though 
he would break open your cabinet for a {bell or 
a butterfly, he would not attempt to force your 
efcritoire or your ftrong box : nor would he oflfer 
the leaft violence to your wife or daughters 
though perhaps he would run away with the lit- 
tle finger of the Venus de Medicit, Upon thefe 
principles he proceeds, and lays hold of all op-* 
portunities to increafe his colledlion of rarities : 
and as Mahomet eftablifhed his religion by the 
fword, the Connoisseur enlarges his Mufteum, 
and adds to his ftore of knowledge, by fraud 
and petty larcjny. 

If the libraries and cabinets of the curious 
were, like the daw in the fable, to be ftripped of 
their borrowed ornaments, we (hould in many 
fee nothing but bare fhelves and empty drawers. 

I knoiHT 
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I know a medalift, who at firft fet up with little 
more than a paltry feries of Engltjh coins fince 
the Reformation, which he had the good luck to 
pick up at their intrinfic value. By a pliant ufe 
of his fingers he foon became poflefled of moft 
of the Traders \ and by the fame flight of hand, 
he, in a fhort time afterj made himfelf mafter of 
great part of the Cafars. He was once taken up 
for coining ; a forge, a crucible, and feveral dies 
being found in his cellar : but he was acquitted, 
as there was no law which made it high treafon 
to counterfeit the image of a Tiberius or a Nero ; 
and the coin, which he imitated, was current 
only among Virtuofos. 

I REMEMBER another, who picqued himfelf on 
his colledion of fcarce editions and original ma- 
nufcripts, moft of which he had purloined from 
the libraries of others. He was continually bor- 
rowing books of his acquaintance, with a rcfolu- 
tion never to return them. He would fend in a 
great hurry for a particular edition, which he 
wanted to confult only for a moment; but when 
it was afked for again, he was not at home, or 
he had lent it to another, or he had loft it, or he 
could not find it ; and fometimes he would not 
fcruple to fwear, that he had himfelf delivered it 
into the owner's hands. He would frequently 

fpoil 
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fpoil a fet by ftealing a volume, and then pur* 
chafe the reft for a trifle. After his death his li- 
brary was fold by audion; and many of his 
friends were obliged to buy up their own books 
again lat an exorbitant price. 

A THOROUGH-BRED Virtuofo will furmount 
all fcruples of confcience, or encounter any dan- 
ger to ferve his purpofe. Moft of them are 
cnlefly attached to fome particular branch of 
knowledge ; but I remember one, who was paf« 
fionately fond of every part of Virtu. At one 
time, when he could find no other way of carry* 
ing ofF a medal, he ran the rifle of being choaked 
by fwallowing it; and at another, broke his 
leg in fcaling a garden-wall for a tulip-root. But 
nothing gave him fo much trouble and difliculty 
as the taking away pidures and ancient marbles ^ 
which being heavy and unweildy, he often en- 
dangered his life to gratify his curiofity. He 
was once locked up all night in the Duke of 
Tufcanys gallery, where he took out an original 
painting of Raphael^ and dextroufly placed a 
copy of it in the friame. At Venice he turned 
Roman Catholic, and became a Jefuit, in order to 
get admittance into a convent, from whence he 
flole a fine head of Ignatius Loyola \ and at C^/i- 
Jiantinople he had almoft formed a refolution of 

qualifying 
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qualifying himfelf for the Seraglio, that he might 
find means to carry ofF a pidure of the Grand 
^ignior's chief miftrefs. 

The general difhonefty of Connoijfeurs is in- 
deed fo well known, that the ftri<^eft precau- 
tion is taken to guard againft it* Medals are fe- 
cured under lock and key, pictures fcrewed to 
the walls, and books chained to the fhelves ; yet 
cabinets, galleries, and libraries are continually 
plundered. Many of the maimed ftatues at Rome 
perhaps owe their prefent ruinous condition to 
the depredations made on them by Virtuofos: the 
head of Henry the fifth in fVeftmn/ier" hhhy was 
in all probability ftolen by a Connoijfeur ; and I 
know one who has at different times pilfered a 
great part of queen Catherine's bones, and hopes 
in a little while to be mailer of the whole fkele- 
ton. This gentleman has been deteded in fo 
many little thefts, that he has for feveral years 
paft been refufed admittance into the Mufaeums 
of the curious; and he is lately gone abroad 
with a defign upon the ancient Greek manufcripts 
difcovered at Herculaneum. 

It may feem furprifing, that thefe gentlemen 
(hould have hitherto been fufiered to efcape un- 
punilhed for their repeated thefts; and that a 

Virtuofo^ 
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Virtuofo^ who robs you of an Unic of inefUniable 
value, fhould even glory in the aition, while a 
poor dog, who picks your pocket of fixpence, ihall 
be hanged for it. What a Ihocking difgrace 
would be brought upon Tafte, (hould we ever 
fee the dying fpeech, confeffion, and behaviour 
of a Connoijfeur^ related in the Account of Male- 
fu(9ors by the Ordinary of Newgate! Such an 
accident would doubtlefs bring the ftudy of Virtu 
into - ftill more contempt among the ignorant, 
when they found that it only brought a man to 
the gallows ; as the country fellow, when he faw 
an attorney ftand in the pillory for forgery, fhook 
his head, and cried, >* Ay, this comes of your' 
•' writing and reading." It were perhaps worthy 
the confideration of the legiflature to devife 
fome puniftiment for thefe offenders, which fhould 
bear fome analogy with their crimes : and as 
common malefactors are delivered to the fur- 
geons to be anatomized, I would propofe, that a 
Connoijfeur (hould be made into a Mummy, and 
preferved in the Hall of the Royal Society, for 
the terror and admiration of his brethren. 

I SHALL conclude this paper with the rela- 
tion of a circumftance, which fell within my 
own knowledge when I was abroad, and in 
which I declined a glorious opportunity of fig- 

nalizing 
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natizing myfclf as a Coimotffiur. While I was at 
RsfMy a young phyiician of our party, who was 
eaten up with VirtUj made a ferious propofal to 
us of breaking into one of the churches by night, 
and taking away a famous piece of painting over 
the altar. As I had not quite Tafte enough to 
come, at once into his fcheme, I could not help 
objeAing to him, that it was a robbery* Pohj 
(ays he, it is a moft txquifiu piSture ! — Ay, but it 
is not only a robbery, but facrilege. — Oh it is a 
mft charming piece /—Zounds, dodlor, but if we 
ihould be taken, we (hall all be broke upon the 
wheel.— 7I&<;», faid he, we JhaU die Martyrs, 



Numb. XIX. Thurfday^ Juneb^ '7S4« 

Poicentes vario multum diverfa palato. 

HoR. 

Hciw very ill our different tqftes agree j 
This will have beefy and that a fricajjee. 

I Have felefled the following letters from a 
great number, which I have lately been fa- 
voured with from unknown correfpondents \ and 
Vol. L H as 
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as they both relate nearly to the fame fuljed^ 
I (hall without further prcfocc fubmit them 
to the public. 

S I R, 

WHEN you was got into lVhtte\ I was 
in hopes, that you would not have con- 
fined yourfelf merely to the gaifiing-table, but 
have given us an account of the entertainment 
at their ordinaries. A bill of fare from thence 
would have been full as. diverting to your readers, 
as the laws of the game, or a lift of their bets. 
TKefe gentlemen, we are told, are no lefs adepts 
in the fcience of eating than of gaming : and as 
Hoyle has reduced the latter into a new and 
complete fyftem, 1 could wifli that their cook, 
(who to be fure is a Frenchman) would alfo 
oblige the world by a treatife on the art and 
my fiery of fauces. 

Indeed, Mr. Town, it furprifes me, that 
you have fo long neglefted to make fome reflec- 
tions on the Diet of this great city. Dr. Mar- 
tin Lijier^ who was univerfally allowed to be a 
great Connoljfeur^ and publiflied feveral learned 
treatifes upon cockle- (hells, did not think it be- 
neath him to comment on the works of Apidm 
Caliusy who had colledled together many valu- 
able 
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able receipts in cookery, as pra£itfed by the Ro- 
nuins. If you would p/eferve your papers from 
the indignity of covering breafts of veal, or 
wrapping up cutlets a la Maintenorty I would 
advife you to lard them now and then with the 
ragouts of HetiogabaluSj or a parallel between our 
modern foups and the Lacademman black broth. 
Your works might then be univerfally read, 
from the miftrefs in the parlour down to the 
cookmaid and fcuUion. 

It is abfolutely neceflkry for people of all tem- 
pers, complexions, perfuafions, habits, and fta- 
tions of life, however they may differ in other 
particulars, to concur in the grand article of eat- 
ing. And as the humours of the body arife from 
the food we take in, the difpofitions of the mind 
feem to bear an equal refemblance to our places 
of refrefhment. You have already taken a re- 
view of our feveral cofFee-houfes ; and I wifli 
you would proceed to delineate the different cha- 
racters, that are to be found in our taverns and 
chop-houfes. A friend of mine always judges of 
a man of tafle and fafliion, by afldng, who is 
his peruke-maker or his taylor ? Upon the fame 
principles, when I would form a juft opinion of 
any man's temper and inclinations, I always en- 
quire, where does he dine ? 

H z The 
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The difference between the taverns near 
St. James^Sy and thofe about the ^Change^ confifts 
not £) much in the coftlinefs as the fubftance of 
their viands. The round-bellied alderman, who 
breathes the foggy air of the city, requires a 
more folid diet than the light kickfhaws of our 
meagre perfbns of quality. My lord, or Sir ydm 
after having whiled away an hour or two at the 
parliament-houfe, drive to the Star and Garter, to 
regale on Macaroni, or piddle with an Ortolan ; 
while the merchant, who has plodded all the 
morning in the Alley, fits down to a Turtle* 
Feafl at the Croivn or the King's Arms^ and crams 
himfelf with Calipafh and Calipee. As the city 
taverns are appropriated to men of bufinefs, who 
drive bargains for thoufands over their morning's 
gill, the taverns about the court are generally 
filled with an infipid race of mortals, who have 
nothing to do. Among thefe you may fee moft 
of our young men of fafhion, and young officers 
of the guards, who meet at thefe places to (hew 
the elegance of their tafle by the expenflvenefs of 
their dinner: and many an enfign, with fcarce 
any income but his commiilion, prides him- 
felf on keeping the befl company, and often 
throws down more than a week's pay for his 
reckoning ; though at other times it obliges him, 
with feveral of his brethren upon half pay, to dine 
with duke Humphry in St. Jameses park. 



N*. ig. "The CONNOISSEUR. 149 
The taverns about the purlieus of CovenU 
Garden are dedicated to Venus^ as well as Ceres 
and Liber ; and you may frequently fee the jolly 
mefs-mates of both fexes go in and come out in 
couples, like the clean and unclean beads in 
Noah's ark. Thefe houfes are equally indebted 
for their fupport, to the Cook, and that worthy 
perfonage, whom they have dignified with the 
title of Pimp. Thefe gentlemen contrive to play 
into each other's hands. The firft by his high 
foups and rich fauces prepares the way for the 
occupation of the other ; who having reduced the 
patient by a proper exercife of his art, returns 
him back again to go through the fame regimen 
as before. We may therefore fuppofe, that the cu- 
linary arts are no lefs ftudied here than at ffT?tte*s 
or Pontac*s. True geniufes in Eating will conti- 
nually ftrike out new improvements : but I dare 
fay, neither Bratmd nor Lebeck ever made up a 
more extraordinary difh, than I once remember 
at the Caftle. Some bloods being in company 
with a celebrated file de joye^ one of them pulled 
off h^r fhoe, and in excefs of gallantry filled it 
with Champagne, and drank it off to her health. 
In this delicious draught he was immediately 
pledged by the refl, and then, to carry the com- 
pliment ftill further, he ordered the fhoe itfelf to 
be drefTed, and ferved up for fupper. The cook 

H 3 fet 
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fet himfelf ferioufly to work upon it : he pulled 
the upper part (which was of damafk) into fine 
fhreds,-and toiled it up in a ragout; minced the 
fole ; cut the wooden heel into very thin dices, 
fried them in batter, and placed them round the 
difli for garnifli. The company, you may be 
fure, teftified their affedion for the lady by eat- 
ing very heartily of this exquifite impromptik : and 
as this tranfadion happened jufl after the French 
king had ta]cen a cobler's daughter for his miflreis, 
Tom Pierce (who has the ftile as well as art of a 
French cook) in his bill politely called it, in ho- 
nour of her name, Defoulier a la Murphy. 

Taverns, Mr. Town, feem contrived for 
the promoting of luxury; while the humbler 
chop-houfcs are defigned only to fatisfy the ordi- 
nary cravings of nature. Yet at thefe you may 
meet with a variety of charaSers. At Dolly's and 
Horfeman^s you commonly fee the hearty lovers 
of a beef-fteak and gill ale j and at Betiy\ and 
the chop-houfes about the Inns of Court, a pretty 
maid is as inviting as the provifions. In thefe 
common refeftories you may always find the 
jemmy attorney's clerk, the prim curate, the 
walking phyfician, the captain upon half pay, 
the fliabby valet de chambre upon board wages, 
and the foreign count or marquis in diihabille, 

who 
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who has refufed to dine with a duke or an am- 
bafTador. At a little eating-houfe in a dark alley 
behind the 'Changgj I once faw a grave citizen, 
worth a plumb, order a two- penny mefs of broth 
with a boiled chop in it : and when it was brought 
him, he fcooped the crumb out of an half-penny 
roll, and foaked it in the porridge for his prefent 
meal; then carefully placing the chop between 
the upper and under cruft, he wrapt it up in a 
checked handkerchief, and carried it off for the 
morrow's repaft. 

I SHALL leave it to you, fir, to make further 
reflexions on this fubjefi, and ihould be glad to 
dine with you at any tavern, dive with you into 
any cellar, take a beef-fteak in Ivy-laney a mut- 
ton-chop behind St. CIement% or (if you chufc 
it) an extempore faufage or black-pudding over 
the farthing fries at Moor-Fields, 

Your humble fervant, 

Pye-Corner. T. SaVOURY. 

Mr. TOWN! 

BY Jove it is a (hame, a burning fliame, to 
fee the honour of Englandy the glory of our 
nation, the greateft pillar of life. Roast Beef, 
utterly baniflied from our tables. This evil, like 
many others, has been grov/ing upon us by de- 
grees. It was begun by wickedly placing the 

H 4 Beef 
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Beef upon a fide-table, and fcreening it by a par- 
cel of queue-tailM fellows in laced waiflooats. 
However, the odorous efBuvia generally aflFeded 
the fmell of every true Briton in die room. The 
butler was fatigued with carving : the mafter of 
the houfe grew pale, and (ickened at the fight of 
thofe juicy collops of fat and lean, that came 
fwimming in gravy, and fmoking moft delicioufly 
under our noftrils. Other methods therefore were 
to be perfued. The Beef was ftill ferved up, but 
it was brought up cold. It was put upon a table 
in the darkeft part of the room, and immured 
between four walls formed artificially by the (er- 
vants with the hats of ^he company. When the 
jellies and flip-flops were coming in, the Beef 
was carried off in as fecret a manner, as if it had 
gone through the ceremonies of concodlion. But 
ftill, fir, under all thefe difadvantages we had a 
chance of getting a flice as it paflTed by. Now 
alas ! it is not fufFered to come up ftairs. I dare 
fay, it is generally baniflied from the Aeward's ta- 
ble ; nor do I fuppofe, that the powdered footmen 
will touch it, for fear of daubing their ruffles. 
So that the difti that was ferved up to the royal 
tables, the dlfli that was the breakfaft of queen 
Elizabeth and her maids of honour, the difh that 
received the dignity of knighthood from king 
"James the firft, is now become the food only of 
fcullions and ftable-boys. In what words can I 

vent 
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vent my refentmcnt upon this occafion ? efpecially 
when I refle£l, that innovations feldom come alone. 
Toafted cheefe is already buried in rammekins : 
plumb-porridge has been long bani(hed : I tremble 
for plumb-pudding. May we not live to fee a leg 
of pork detefted as carrion ? and a ihoulder of 
mutton avoided as if it were horfe-flefh? Our only 
hopes are in the Clergy, and in the Beef-fteak 
Club. The former ftill preferve, and probably will 
preferve, the redlitude of their appetites ; and will 
do juftice to Beef, wherever they find it. The 
latter, who are compofed of the moft ingenious 
artifts in the kingdom, meet every faturday in a 
noble room at the top of Covent-Garden theatre, 
and never fufier any di(h except Beef-fleaks to ap- 
pear. Theie, indeed, are moft glorious examples : 
but what alas ! are the weak endeavours of a few 
to oppofe die daily inroads of fricaflees and foup* 
maigres? This, Mr. TowK, is a national con- 
cemi as it may prove more deftru£tive to Beef 
than the diftemper among the horned cattle : And 
fliould the modifh averfion againft rumps and fur- 
loins continue, it will be abfolutely neceflary to 
enforce the love of Beef by ad of parliament. 

GOLIAH ENGLISH. 
H c 
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Numb. XX. Thurfday^ June 13, 1754. 

Non umbrae altorum netnoruid, non mollia pofllitit 
Prata movere animum. — — . Virg. 

No rural charms her joylefs mnd can move^ 
*Tl)e verdant meadow^ or the lofty grove. 

THE ladies of the prefent age are flnngely 
altered from the unpoHibed females, who 
ilourifhed in the days of Romance. What mo- 
dern Parthtniffa would not prefer a tall young 
fellow to the moft beautiful dwarf in the univerfe, 
or a coach and fix to a white palfry ? The fair 
damfels of old were chiefly to be found in woods 
and forefls ; but our prefent heroines are diftin- 
guiflied by an utter averfion to the country, and 
would as foon be confined by a giant in an en- 
chanted caftle, as immured with old maiden 
aunts in the family manfion-houfe. Nothing is 
more dreadful to our ladies of quality than the 
approach of fummer : for what woman of fpirit 
would chufe to leave the town to wander in fo- 
litudes and defarts; or what pleafure can the 
long days give to our fine ladies, when the pretty 
creatures are confcious, that they look beft by 

candle- 
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candle-light ? The general complaint againft the 
country is want of amufement, or want of com- 
pany : but thefe common inconveniences are 
trifles in comparifon to the fufFerings of the poor 
lady, who wrote the following letter, which was 
communicated to me with leave to make it public. 

Dear Lady Charlotte, 

I Have been plagued, peftered, teized to 
death, and hurried out of my wits, ever (ince 
I have been in this odious country. O my dear, 
how I long to be in town again ! Pope and the 
poets may Xgik what they will, of their purling 
ftreams, ihady groves, and flowery meads : but 
I had rather live all my days among the cheefe- 
mongers (hops in Ihimes-Street^ than pafs fuch 
another fpring in this filthy country. Would 
you believe it ? I have fcarce touched a card fince 
I have been here : and then there has been fuch 
ado with us about elecSlion matters, that I am 
ready to die with the vapours : fuch a rout with 
their hiifing and hollowing, my head is ready to 
fplit into a thoufand pieces ! If my Sir John rauft 
be in parliament, why cannot he do as your 
lord does, and be content with a borough, where 
he might come in without all this trouble, and 
take his feat in the houfe, though he has never 
been within an hundred miles of the place. 

H 6 Oc/R 
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Our houfe, my dear, has been a perfeft iniiy 
ever fince we came down ; and I have been ob- 
liged to trudge about as much as a fat landlady. 
Our doors are open to every dirty fellow in the 
county, that is. worth forty fhillings a year; all 
my beft floors are fpoiled by the hobnails of 
farmers flumping about them ; every room is a 
pig-ftye, and the C%m^ paper in the drawing-room 
ftinks (b abominably of punch and tobacco, that 
it would ftrike you down to come into it. If you 
knew what I have fufiered, you would think I 
had the conftitution of a wailherwomanr to go 
through it. We never fit down to table without 
a dozen or more of boiflerous two-l^[ged creatures 
as rude as bears ; and I have nothing to do but to 
heap up their plates, and drink to each of their 
healths! What is worfe than all, one of the beafb 
got tipfy, and nothing would ferve him but he 
mufl kifs me, which I was forced to fubmit to for 
fear of lofing his vote and interefl. Would you 
think it, dear Charlotte ? — do not laugh at me — 
rflood godmother in perfon to a huge lubberly boy 
.at a coimtry farmer's, and they almofl poifoned 
me with their hodge-podge they called caudle, 
made of four ale and brown fugar. All this and 
more I have been obliged to comply with, that 
the country fellows might not fay, my lady is 
proud and above them. 

Besides^ 



N\20. Tht CONNOISSEUR. 157 

Besides, there is not a woman creature within 
twenty miles of the place, that is fit company 
for my houfe-keeper ; and yet I muft be inti- 
mate with them all. Lady 5 * ♦ indeed is very 
near us % but though we are very well acquainted 
in town, we muft not be feen to fpeak to each 
other here, becaufe her lord is in the oppoiition. 
Poor Thomas got a (ad drubbing at her houfe, 
when I innocently fent him at my firft coming 
into the country with a how d'ye to her ladyfhip. 
The greateft female acquaintance I have here, 
are Mrs. Mayorefs, a taylor's wife, and Mrs. 
Alderman Gafmgne^ who fells pins and needles on 
one fide of the (hop, while her hu(band works at 
his peftle and mortar on die other. Theie or- 
dina];y wretches are conftant attendants on my 
tea-table : I am obliged to take them and their 
brats out an airing in my coach every evening ; 
and am afterwards often doomed to fit down to 
whift and fwabbers, or one and thirty bone-ace 
for farthings. Mrs. Mayorefs is a very violent 
party-woman ; and (he has two pug-dogs, one 
of which (he calls Sir John^ and the other Colonel, 

in compliment you muft know to my bufband 
and bis brother candidate. 

We had a ball the other day ; and I opened 
it with Sir Humphry Ghafe^ who danced in his 



158 fh CONNOISSEUR. N^ 20. 

boots, and hobbled along for all the world like 
the dancing bears, which I have feen in the 
ftreets at LmdQti* A terrible miftake hs^pened 
about precedence, which I fear will lofe Sir J^bm 
a good many votes. An attorney's wife was very 
angry, that her daughter, a little pert chit juft 
come from the boarding-fchool, was not called 
out to dance before Mifs Norton lUtie brewer's 
daughter, when every body knew ((he faid) that 
her girl was a gentlewoman bred and bora. 

I WISH, my dear, you were to fee my dreffing* 
rooms you would think it was a ribband-fliop. 
Lettice and I have been bufy all this week in 
making up knots and favours i and yeflerday no 
milliner's prentice could work harder than I did, 
in tying them on to the fweaty hats of country 
bumpkins. And is it not very hard upon me ? 
I muft not even drefs as I pleafe ; but am obliged 
to wear blue, though you know it doies not fuit 
my complexion, and makes me look as horrid as 
the witches in Macbeth. 

But what is worfe than all. Sir John tells me, 
the ele<Sion expences have run fo high, that he 
muft fhorten my allowance of pin-money. He 
talks of turning off half his fervants j nay, he 
has even hinted to me, that I ihall not cpme to 

tow« 
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town all the winter. Barbarous creature !— But 
if he dares fcrvc me fo, he (hall pofitively lofe his 
eleSion next time 5 I will raife fuch a fpirit of 
oppofition in all the wives and daughters in the 
county againft him. 

* I am 

Your affc£lionate friend, &c. 

This lady's cafe is, indeed, very much to be 
pitied : but as Sir John has had the good luck to 
gain his point after a ftrong oppofition, he will 
doubtlefs be fenfible of the great (hare his lady 
had in his fuccefs. For my own part, when I 
confidcr the vaft influence, which the fair fex 
muft naturally have over my fellow-countrymen, 
I cannot help looking on their inlerefting them- 
felves in thefe matters as a very ferious affair. 
What fuccefs muft a fine lady meet with on 
her canvafs ! No gentleman to be fure could 
be fo rude or fo cruel, as to to refufe fuch a 
pretty beggar any thing ihe ihould a(k ; and an 
honeft country farmer, who could withftand any 
other arguments, might be coaxed and wheedled, 
or bribed with a fmile, int6 voting againft his 
confcience. Many inftances have been found, 
during the late elections, of hufbands who have 
been forced to poll as their wives would have 



i6o ne CONNOISSEUR, m 20; 

them; and I know a young fellow^ that was 
brought over to give a vote againft his inclination 
by hb fweetheart, who refufed to receive his ad- 
drefles, if he did not change his party. 

It may not perhaps be too bold an aflertion, 
that half the members in the prefent parliament 
owe their feats to the dire£k or indire£l influence 
of the other fex. It would therefore be highly 
proper for the legiflature to provide againft this 
evil for the future; and I hope, before the 
next general election, to fee among the Votes 
the following Refolution. 

Refolved. 

That it is an high Infringement of the Li« 
berties and Privileges of the Commons of Gnat 
Britain^ for any Peerefs, or any other Lady, to 
concern themfelves in the EleSions of Members 
to ferve for the Commons in Parliament. 



'Numb, 
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Numb. XXI. Thurfdayj June 20, 1754. 



.^ Studeo, bullatis ut mihi nugis 

Pagina turgefcat, dare pondus idonea fumo. 

PSRSIUS. 

yf tale in founding pbrafe IJlrive to telly 
With pompom trifles that my page mayjivell: 
That wordy trappings the thinfenfe may cloie^ 
And add imaginary weight to fmoke. 

TQUASSOUW, thcfonofK<iyussoMO, 
was Konquer or Chief Captain over the 
Sixteen Nations of Caffraria. He was defcended 
from N^ob and IEngn*ohj who dropt from the 
moon; and his power extended over all the 
Kraals of the Hottentots. 

This prince was remarkable for his prowefi 
and adivity : his.fpeed was like the torrent, that 
ruihes down the precipice ; and he would over- 
take the wild als in her flight : his arrows 
brought down the eagle from the clouds; the 
lion fell before him, and his launce drank the 
blood of the rhinoceros. He fathomed the wa- 
ters of the deep, and buffeted the billows in the 
tempeft: he drew the rock-fiih from their 

lurking* 
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lurking -holes, and rifled the beds of coral. Trained 
from his infancy in the excrcife of war, to wield 
the Hajfagayi with dexterity, and break the wild 
bulls to battle, he was a ftranger to the foft dal- 
liance of love ; and beheld with indifFerence the 
thick-lipped damfels of Gongeman^ and the flat- 
nofed beauties of HaiUeniqua. 

As TquAssouw was one day giving inftruc- 
tions for fpreading toils for the elk, and digging 
pitfalls for the elephant, he received infonxiation, 
that a tyger prowling for prey was committing 
ravages on the Kraals of the Chamtouers. He 
fnatched up his bow of olive- wood, and bounded, 
like the roe -buck on the mountains, to their 
afliftance. He arrived juft at the inftant, when 
the enraged animal was about to faften on a vir- 
virgin, and aiming a poifoned arrow at his heart, 
laid him dead at her feet. The virgin threw 
herfelf on the ground, and covered her head with 
duft, to thank her deliverer : but when ihe rofe, 
the prince was dazzled with her charms. He 
was ftruck with the glofly hue of her complexion, 
which fhone like the jetty down on the black 
hogs of Hejfaqua : he was ravifhed with the prcft 
griftle of her nofe ; and his eyes dwelt with ad- 
miration on the flaccid beauties of her breafts, 
which defcended to her navel. 

Knonm- 
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KNONW<iUAiHA, (tor that was the virgin's 
name) was daughter to the Kouquequa or Leader 
of the Kraalj who bred her up with all the delicacy 
©f her fex. She was fed with the entrails of 
goats, fhe fucked the eggs of the oflrich, and her 
drink was the milk of ewes. After gazing for 
fome time upon her charms, the prince in great 
tranfport embraced the foles of her feet: then 
ripping the beaft he had juft killed, took out, 
the caul^, and hung it about her neck, in token of 
his afFeftion. He afterwards ftripped the tyger 
of his (kin, aixl fending it to the Kouquequa her 
father, demanded the damfel in marriage. 

The eve of the full moon was appointed for 
the celebration of the nuptials of Tquassouw 
and KNONMqUAiHA. When the day arrived, 
the magnificence, in which the bridegroom was 
arrayed, amazed all Caffraria* Over his fhoul- 
ders was caft a Kroffe^ or mantle of wild cat- 
(kins : he cut fandals for his feet from the raw hide 
of an elephant ; he had hunted down a leopard, 
and of the.fpotted fur formed a fuperb cap for 
his bead ; he girded his loins with the inteftines, 
and the bladder of the beaft he blew up, and 
fattened to his hair. 

Nor 



i64 l^e CONNOISSEUR. N*. 21. 
Nor had Knonm^uaiha been lefs employed 
in adorning her perfon. She made a vamilh of 
the fat of goats mixed with foot, with which (he 
anointed her whole body, as (he ftood beneath, 
the rays of the fun : her locks were clotted with 
melted greafe, and powdered with the yellow duft 
of Buchu: her face, which (hone like the poIi(hed 
ebony, was beautifully varied with fpots of red 
earth, and appeared like the fable curtain of the 
night befpangled with ftars: (he fprinkled her 
limbs with wood-a(hes, and perfumed them with 
the dung of the Stinkbingfem. Her arms and 
legs were entwined with the (hining entrails of 
an heifer: from her neck there hung a pouch 
compofed of the ftomach of a kid : the wings of 
an oftrich over(hadowed the fle(hy* promontories 
behind; and before (he wore an apron formed of 
the (haggy ears of a lion. 

The Chiefs of the feveral Kraalsy who were 
fummoned to aflift at their nuptials, formed a 
circle on the ground, fitting upon their heels, 
and bowing their heads between their knees in 
token of reverence. In the centre the illuftrious 
prince with his fable bride repofed upon foft 
cu(hions of cow-dung. Then the Surri or Chief 
Frieft approached them, and in a deep voice 
chaunted the nuptial rites to the the melodious 

grumbling 
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grumbling of the Gom-Gom-, and at the fame 
time (acc6rding to the manner of Caffraria) be- 
dewed diem plentifully with the urinary bene<*> 
di£Uon. The bride and bridegroom rubbed in 
the precious ftream with extafy j while the briny 
drops trickled from their bodies, like the oozy 
furge from the rocks of Cbirigriqua. 

The Hottentots had feen the increafe and wane 
of two moons (ince the happy union of Tquas- 
souw and Knonmouaiha, when the Kraab 
were furprifed with the appearance of a moft ex- 
traordinary perfonage, that came from the favage 
people who rofe from the fea, and had lately fixed 
themfelves on the borders of Caffraria, His body 
was enwrapped with ftrange coverings, which 
concealed every part from fight, except his fece 
and hands. Upon his (kin the fun darted his 
fcorching rays in vain, and the colour of it was 
pale and wan as the watry beams of the moon* 
His hair, which he could put on and take oiF at 
pleafure, was white as the bloflbms of the almond 
tree, and bufhy as the fleece of the ram. His lips 
and cheeks refembled the red oker, and his nofe 
was fharpened like the beak of an eagle. His 
language, which was rough and inarticulate, was 
as the language of beafts \ nor could Tqjjas* 

8OUW 
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souw difcover his meaning, till an HotUntot 
(who at the firft coming of thefe peopk had been 
taken prifoner, and had afterwards made his 
cfcape) interpreted between them. This inter- 
preter informed the prince, that the ftranger 
was fent from his fellow countrymen to treat 
about the enlargement of their territories, and 
that he was called, among them. Mynheer. 
Van Snickersnee. 

Tquassouw, who was remarkable for his 
hi^nanity, treated the favage with extraordinary 
benevolence. He fpread a mantle of flieep-fkins, 
anointed with fat, for his bed ; and for his food 
he boiled in their own blood the tripes of the 
fatteft herds, that grazed in the rich paftures of 
the Heykoms, The ftranger in return inftru£led 
the prince in the manners of the favages, and 
often amufed him with fending fire from an hoi- 
low engine, which rent the air with thunder. 
Nor was he lefs ftudious to pleafe the gentle 
KNONMqyAiHA. He bound bracelets of po- 
lifhcd metal about her arms, and encircled her 
neck with beads of glafs : he filled the cocoa (hell 
with a delicious liquor, and gave it her to drink^ 
which exhilerated her heart, and made her eyes 
fparkle with joy : he alfo taught her to kindle fire 
through a tube of clay with the dried leaves of 

Dacha, 
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Dachaj and to fend forth rolls of odorous fmoke 
from her mouth. After having fojourned in the 
Kraals for the fpace of half a moon, the ftranger 
was difmiffed with magnificent prefents of the 
teeth of elephants ; and a grant was made to his 
countrymen of the fertile meadows of K^chequa^ 
and the forefts of Stinkwood bounded by the 
Pahmite river, 

TquASSouw and Knonmquaiha conti- 
nued to live together in the moft cordial affec- 
tion ; and the Surris every night invoked the 
great Gounja Ticquoa^ who illuminates die moon, 
that he would give an heir to the race of 
IsPoh and Hingnoh. The princefs at length ma- 
nifefted the happy tokens of pregnancy : while 
her waift encreafed daily in circumference, and 
fwelled like the gourd. When the time of her 
delivery approached, flie was committed to the 
care of the Wife Women, who placed her on a 
couch of the reeking entrails of a cow newly 
flain, and to facilitate the birth, gave her a potion 
of the milk of wild afles, and fomented her loins 
with the warm dung of elephants. When the 
throes of child-birth came on, a terrible hurricane 
howled along the coaft, the air bellowed with 
thunder, and the face of the moon was obfcured 
as with a veil. The Kraal ccchoed with Ihrieks 

and 
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and lamentations, and the Wife Women cried 
out, that the princefs was delivered of a 
Monster. 

The offspring of her womb was white.— 
They took the child, and waihed him with the 
juice of aloes : they expofed his limbs to the fun, 
anointed them with the fat, and rubbed them 
with the excrement of black bulls :— but his (kin 
ftiU retained it's detefted hue, and the child was 
ftill WHITE. The venerable Surris were aflem- 
nled tu deliberate on the caufe of this prodigy; 
and they unanimouily pronounced, that it was 
owing to the evil machinations of the Daemon 
Cbam-ounaj who had pra£tifed on the virtue of 
the princels under the appearance of Mynheer 
Van Snickersnee. 

The inceftuous parent and her unnatural 
offspring were judged unworthy to live. They 
bowed a branch of an olive tree in the foreft of 
lions, on which the white monfter was fufpended 
by the heels ; and ravenous beafts feafted on the 
iffue of Knonmouaiha. The princefs herfelf 
was fentenced to the fevere punifhment allotted 
to the heinous crime of adultery. The KouqiU'- 
quas^ who fcarce twelve moons before had met 
to celebrate her nuptials, were now fummoned 

to 
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to affift at her unhappy death. They «were col- 
le£ted in a circle, each of them wielding an huge 
club of cripple- wood. The beauteous criminal 
ftood weeping in the midft of them, prepared to 
receive the firft blow from the hand of her in- 
jured hufl)and. Tquassouw in vain aflayed 
to perform the fad office: thrice he uplifted 
bis ponderous mace of iron, and thrice dropt it 
ineflFeftual on the ground. At length from his 
reluftant arm defcended the fell ftroke, which 
lighted on that nofe, whofe flatnefs and expan- 
Hon had drft captivated his heart. The Kouquequas 
then rufhing in with their clubs redoubled their 
blows on her body, *till the pounded Knonm-v 
quAiHA lay as an heap of mud, which the re- 
tiring flood leaves on the ftrand. 

Her battered limbs, now without form and 
diftindion, were enclofed in the paunch of a 
rhinoceros, which was fattened to the point 
of a bearded arrow, and fliot into the ocean. 
Tqu Assouw remained inconfoleable for her lofs : 
he frequently climbed the lofty cliffs of Chirlgri-^ 
qua, and caft his eyes on the watry expanfe. 
One night, as he ftood howling with the wolves 
to the moon, he defcried the paunch that con- 
tained the precious relicks of KNONMquAiHA, 
dancing on a wave, and floating towards him. 

Vol. I. I Thrice 
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Thrice he cried out with a lamentable voice, 
Bfiy Boy Bo: then fpringing from die cliflF, he 
darted like the eagle foufing on his prey. The 
paunch burft afunder beneath his weight; the 
green wave was difcoloured widi die gore; and 
TquAssouw was inveloped in the mais. He 
was heard of no more; and it was believed by the 
people, who remained ignorant of his cataftrcqpbe^ 
that he was (batched up into the moon. 

The fate of thb unhappy pair is recorded 
among die nations of the HttUntots to dib day ; 
and their marriage jites have ever fince oon* 
eluded with a wifh, ^ That die bufband may be 
^ happier than Tqu assouw, and the wife mere 
*• chaftc than Knonmqjjaima." 



W 
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Numb. XXII. Thurfday^ June 27,17 54. 

Scilicet expe£):es, ut tradet mater honeftos 
Atque alios mores, quam quos habet ? 



Juy. 

The fame their breedings and fo like each othery 
Mifs is the very model of her mother. 

To Mr. T TF N. 

SIR, 

I Remember, in a match between two per« 
fons of different religions, it was fiipulated 
in the marriage articles, that the boys ihould be 
bred up in the perfuafion of the father,, and the 
girls in that of the mother. The confequence 
of this was, that one part of the family was 
taught to look upon the other with a moft pious 
contempt ; and in the end it produced a fepara* 
tion. The fbns followed the example of their 
father, and in order to avoid the leaft appearance 
of fuperftition and bigotry, turned out free- 
thinkers : the lady of the houfe retired with her 
daughters to France^ and to prefervc them from 
a communkation with heretics, confined them in 
a nunnery. 

I 2 '\:^^ 
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The like method feems to be obferved in the 
general education of children ; who, as foon as 
they leave the nurfery, are refigned over to Ac 
care and diredlion of their refpeftive parents ac- 
cording to their fex : whence it often happens, 
that families are as much diftinguifhed by their 
peculiar manners, as by a certain caft of features 
or complexion. My young fquire is put upon a 
little horfe before he can well walk, and be« 
comes (as his father was before him) the pupil 
and companion of the groom and the game- 
keeper ; and if mifs*s mamma fhould chance to 
be the daughter of a poor man of quality, though 
the wife of a fubftantial tradefman, the little 
lady is early inftrufted to value herfelf on her 
blood, and to defpife her father's dirty connec- 
tions with bufmefs, 

/- 

To this method of education it is owing, that 
the fame vices and follies are delivered down 
from one generation to another. The modifh 
cxcefTes of thefe times are in their nature the 
fame with thofe which were formerly in vogue, 
though they differ fomewhat in their (hape and 
appearance. The prefent race of Bucks, Bloods, 
and Free-thinkers, are but the fpawn of the Ale- 
hocks and the Hell-Fire-Club : and if our modem 
fine ladies have had their Mafquerades, their 

Vauxhalhy 
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Vduxhalh^ their Sunday Tea-driiiking at Ranelaghj 
and their Morning Chocolate in the Hay- 
Markety they have only improved upon the 
Ringy the Spring-GardenSy the New-Exchange 
Aflignations, and the Morning Puppet-fliew, 
which employed the attention of their grand- 
mothers. And as it is not apparent, that our peo- 
ple of fafliion are more wicked, fo neither are 
they wifer than their predeceflbrs. 

When I contemplate the manner, in which 
the younger part of the polite world is brought 
up, I am apt to carry my reflcSions farther than 
what merely concerns their own perfons. Let 
our young men of fafhion expofe their ignorance 
abroad, rather than improve at our Univerfities 
at homej — let them trifle away their time in 
infipid amufements, and run loofe about the 
town in one continued round of extravagance 
and debauchery j — let our young ladies be taught 
nothing but gallantry and wbift, and be {^(^xi 
only at routs and aflemblies ; — if the confequence 
extend not beyond themfelves. But as thefe are 
to be the fathers and mothers, the guardians and 
tutors, on whom the morals of our next race 
muft depend ; it becomes a public concern, left 
the reign of vice and ignorance fhould be fup- 

I 3 ported. 
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ported, as it were, by hereditary fucceffion, and 
propagated to diftant generations. 

The modern method of education is, indeed, 
fo little calculated to promote virtue and learn* 
ing, that it is almoft impoflible the children 
fhould be wifer or better than their parents. 
The countiy fquire feldom fails of feeing bis fon 
as dull and aukward a looby as himfelf ; while 
the debauched or foppifli man of quality breeds 
up a rake or an empty coxcomb, who brings 
new difeafes into the family, and frefli mortgages 
on the eftate. If you would therefore favour us, 
Mr. Town, with a few remarks on this fubjeA, 
you would do fervice to pofterity : for the prefent, 
give me leave to illuftrate what I have faid, by the 
example of a very fafliionable family. 

Lady Belle Modely was one of the fineft 
women in the laft reign, as the Colonel her huf- 
band was one of the fmarteft fellows. After 
they had aftonifhed the world fingly with the 
eclat of their aftions, they came together: as her 
ladyfhip was proud of fixing a man, who was 
thought to have intrigued with half the women 
of fafliion 5 while the Colonel fell a facrifice to 
her beauty, only becaufe flie was admired by 

every 
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every body elfe. They lived toge'ther for fomc; 
time in great fplendour : but as matrimony was a 
conftraint upon their freedom, they at length 
parted by a private agreement. Lady Bellb 
keeps the beft company, is at the head of every 
party of pleafure, never mifles a mafijuerade, 
and has cardrtables conftantly at her own houfe 
on Sundays. The Colonel is one of the oldeft 
members of the club at IVhiteh^ runs horfes at 
Newmarkety has an adlrefs in keeping, and is 
proteSed from the impertinence of duns, by 
having purchafed a feat in parliament at almoft 
as great an expence, as would have fatisfied the 
demands of his creditors. 

They have two children : the one has been 
educated by the diredlton of his father, the other 
has been bred up under the eye of her mamma* 
The boy was, indeed, put to a grammar-fchool 
for a while ; but Latin and Greek, or indeed any 
language except French, are of no fervice to a 
gentleman: and as the lad had difcovered early 
marks of fpirit, (fuch as kicking down wheel- 
barrows, and fetting old women on their heads) 
the Colonel fwore Jack fhould be a foldier, and 
accordingly begged a- Pair of Colours for him, 
before he was fifteen. The Colonel, who had 
ferved only in the peaceful campaigns of Covent' 

I 4 Garden^ 
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Garden^ took great pains to inftil into 'Jack all 
that prowefs fo remarkable in the modern heroes 
of the army. He enumerated his vidlories over 
bullies, his encounters with (harpers, his mid« 
night (kirmifhes with conftables, . his ftorming 
of bagnios, his imprifonment, in round-houfes, 
and his honourable wounds in the fervice of pro- 
fiitutes. The Captain could not fail of improv- 
ing under (b excellent a tutor, and foon became 
as eminent as his father. He is a Blood of the 
firft rate ; Sherlock has inftruded him in the ufe 
of the broad fword, and Broughton has taught 
him to box. He is a fine gentleman at aflemblies, 
a fharper at the gaming-table, and a bully at the 
bagnios. He has not yet killed his man in the 
honourable way ; but he has gallantly crippled 
feveral watchmen, and moft couragioufly run 
a waiter through the body. His fcanty pay 
will not allow him to keep a miftrefs ; but it 
is faid, that he is privately married to a woman 
of the town. 

Such is the confequence of the fon's educa- 
tion ; and by this our people of diftinftion may 
learn, how much better it is to let a lad fee the 
world, as the phrafe is, than to lafli him through 
a' grammar- fchool like a parifh-boy, and confine 
him with dull pedants in a coUegc-cloifter. Lady 

B£LLS 
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Belle has not been lefs careful of her daughter 
Mifs Harriot. Thofe, who undertake the bu- 
'finefs of educating polite females, have laid it 
down as a rule to confider women merely as 
Dolls ; and therefore never attempt the cultiva- 
tion of their principles, but employ their whole 
attention on adorning iheir perfons. The ro- 
mantic notions of honour and virtue are only fit 
for poor aukward creatures, who are to marry a 
ihopkeeper or a parfon ; but they can be of no 
ufe to a fine girl, who is defigned to make a 
figure. Accordingly Mifs Harriot was com- 
mitted to the care of Madame Gevernante^ who 
never fufFered her to fpeak a word of Englijh^ and 
a French dancing-mafter, who taught her to hold 
up her head, and come into the room like a little 
lady. As (he grew up, her mamma inftruded 
her in the niceft points of ceremony and good 
breeding : (he explained to her the laws and regu- 
lations of drefs, diredled her in the choice of her 
brocades, told her what fafbions beft became her, 
and what colours beft fuited her complexion. 
Thefe excellent rules were conftantly enforced 
by examples drawn from her ladyfliip's own 
pradice: above all, fhe unravelled the various 
arts of gallantry and intrigue, recounted the ftra- 
tagems (he had herfelf employed in gaining new 
conquelb, taught her when to advance and when 

I 5 to 
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to retreat, and how far flie might venture to in- 
dulge herfelf in certain freedoms without endan- 
gering her reputation 

Miss Harriot foon became the public 
admiration of all the pretty fellows, and was al- 
lowed to be a lady of the moft elegant accom- 
plifhments. She was reckoned to play a better 
game at whift than Mrs. Sharply^ and to bet with 
more fpirit at brag than the bold lady Atall. She 
was carried about to Tunhridge^ Bathy Cheken* 
bamy and every other place of diverfion, by the 
mother; where (he was expofed as at a public 
mart for beauty, and put up to the beft bidder* 
But as Mifs had fome fortune in her own difpofal, 
0ie had not the patience to wait the formal delays 
of marriage articles, jointures, fettlements^ and 
pin-money; and (juft before the late a£t took 
place) eloped with a gentleman, who had long 
been very intimate with her mamma, and re- 
commended himfclf to Mifs Harriot by a 
ftature of Ax foot and a fhoulder-knot. 

I am, SIR, 
O Your humble fervant, &c. 

Numb, 
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Numb. XXIII. Thurfdayy July /[^ 1754* 



Qiii modo fcurra 



Aut fi quid hac re tritius videbatur. 

Idem inficeto eft inficetior rure. Catull. 

The Fool of Pantomime^ who n^er fpake zvordj 
Or worfe than Fool^ the Senator or Lordy 
In the dull country his dull trade perfuingy 
The blockhead underdoes his underdoing, 

I Have lately received feveral ktters from my 
coufin Village, concerning the entertain- 
ments of the country. He tells me, that they 
have concerts every evening in that part of the 
month, in which the almanack promifes it will 
be moon- light. In one little town in particular, 
all the polite company of the place afifemble 
every Sunday evening (after church) at the T/^ee 
Compaffesy which is kept by the clerk, to regale 
themfelves with cakes and fine home-brewed in 
an arbour at the end of his cabbage-garden ; to 
which they have given the genteel denomination 
of Little Ranelagh, I fliall this day prefent my 
reader with his laft letter ; and only take notice 
of the grand difference between the fummer 
amufements in town and country. In London^ 

I 6 while 
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while we are almoft fmothered in fmoke and 
duft, gardens are opened every evening to refreih 
us with the pure air of the country ; while thofe, 
who have the fined walks and moft beautiful 
profpefts eternally before them, (hut themfeives 
up in theatres and ball-rooms, ** lock fair 
*» day- light out, and make themfeives an arti- 
** ficial LondottJ"* 

Dear Cousin, 

WHEREVER the town goes, thofe who live 
by the town naturally follow. The face- 
tious and entertaining gentry, who during the 
winter amufed.the world within the bills of mor- 
tality, are now difperfed into difFerent parts of 
the country. We have had moft of them here 
already. The ColoJJus^ the Dwarfs the Female 
Saffifon^ made fome ftay with us. We went for 
a week together to fee Mr. Powell eat red-hot 
tobacco-pipes, and fwallow fire and brimftone. 
The Hermaphrodite was obliged to leave the 
town on a fcandalous report, that a lady ufed 
frequently to vifit him in private. Mr. Church 
for fome time charmed us with concertos and 
fonatas on the Jew's-Harp ; and at our laft 
ball we footed it to our ufual melody of the 
tabor and pipe, accompanied with the cymbal 
and wooden fpoons. 

I WILL 
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. I WILL not tire you with a particular detail of 
all our entertainments, but confine myfelF at 
prefent to thofe of the Stage. About the middle 
of laft month, there came among us one of thofe 
gentlemen, who are famous for the cure of every 
diftemper, and efpecially thofe pronounced in- 
curable by the faculty. The vulgar call him a 
Mountebank i — but when I confidered his impaf- 
fioned fpeeches, and the extempore Stage, from 
which he uttered them, I was apt to compare 
him to The/pis and his cart. Again, when I 
beheld the Dodlor dealing out his Drugs, and at 
the fame time faw his Merry Andrew play over his 
tricks, it put me in mind of a tragi-comedy 3 
where the pathetic and the ludicrous are fo in- 
timately connected, and the whole piece is (b 
merry and fo fad, that the audience is at a lofs 
whether they fhall laugh or cry. 

After, the Dodor had been here fome time, 
there came down two or three emiflaries from a 
ftrolling company, in order (according to the 
player's phrafe) to take the Town ; but the Mayor 
being a fkriSt Prefbyterian, abfolutely refufed to 
licence their exhibitions. The players, you muft 
know, finding this a good town, had taken a leafe 
laft fummer of an old fynagogue deferted by the 
Jews i and were therefore much alarmed at this 

difap- 
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difappointment : but when they were in the ut- 
moft defpair, the ladies of the place joined in a 
petition to Mrs. Mayorefs, who prevailed on her 
hufband to wink at their performances. The 
company immediately opened their fynagoguc- 
theatre with the Merchant of Venice : and find- 
ing the Do£lor*s Zar^ a droll fellow, they de- 
coyed him into their fervice; and he has fince 
performed the part of the Mod Do£ior with uni- 
verfal applaufe. Upon his revolt the Do£lor him- 
felf found it abfolutely neceflary to enter of the 
company ; and having a talent for tragedy, has 
performed with great fuccefs the Apothecary in 
Romeo and Juliet. 

The performers at our ruftic theatre are fiur 
beyond thofe paultry ftroUers, who run about the 
country, and exhibit in a barn or a cow-houfe ; 
for (as their Bills declare) they are a Company 
of Comedians from the Theatres Royal : and I 
affure you, they are as much applauded by our 
country critics, as any of your capital aflors. 
The fliops of our tradefmen have been almoft 
deferted, and a croud of weavers and hardware- 
men have elbowed each other two hours before 
the opening of the doors, when the bills have 
informed us in enormous red letters, that the part 
of George Barnwell was to be performed by 

Mr. 
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Mr. , at the particular defirc of feveral ladies 

of diftindion. It is true, indeed, that our prin* 
cipal zQioxs have moft of them had their educa* 
tion in Covent-Garden^ or Drury Lane ; but they 
have been employed in the bufinefs of the drama 
in a degree but juft above a fcene-fhifter. An 
heroine, to whom your managers in town (in 
envy to her riCng merit) fcarce allotted the 
humble part of a confidante, now blubbers out 
Andromache or Behidera ; the attendants on a 
monarch flrut monarchs themfelves, mutes find 
their voices, and meflage-bearers rife into heroes* 
The humour of our befl comedian confifts in 
fhrugs and grimaces ; he jokes in a wry mouthy 
and repartees in a grin : in fhort, he pra£lifes on 
Congreve and Vanbrugh all thofe diflortions, that 
gained him (b much applaufe from the galleries, 
in the drubs which he was condemned to .un- 
dergo in pantomimes. I was vaftly diverted at 
feeing a fellow in the chara£ler of Sir Harry 
JVildair^ whofe chief adion was a continual 
prefling together of the thumb and fore-finger j 
which, had he lifted them to his nofe, I fliould 
have thought he defigned as an imitation of taking 
fnufF: but I could eaiily account for the caufe of 
this Angular gefture, when I difcovered, that Sir 
Harry was no lefs a perfon than the dextrous 
Mr. Clippit the candle- fiiuffer* 

You 



i84 "Thi CONNOISSEUR. N^. 23. 
You would laugh to fee, how ftrangely the 
parts of a play are caft. They played Cato ; and 
their Mania was fuch an old woman, that when 
^uha came on with his — '* Hail ! charming 
" maid !" — the fellow could not help laughing. 
Another night I was furprifcd to hear an eager 
lover talk of ruihing into his mifirefs's arms, 
rioting on the neflar of her lips, and defiring (in 
the tragedy rapture) to *' hug her thus, and thus 
«* for ever J " though he always took care to ftand 
at a moft ceremonious diftance ; but I was af- 
terwards very much diverted at the caufe of this 
extraordinary refpeft, when I was told, that the 
lady laboured under the misfortune of an ulcer in 
her leg, * which occafioned fuch a difagreeable 
ftench, that the performers were obliged to keep 
her at arm's length. The entertainment was 
Lethe : and the part of the Frenchman was per • 
formed by a South-Briton \ who, as he could not 
pronounce a word of the French language, fupplied 
it's place by gabbling in his native IVeUh. 

The decorations, or (in the theatrical dialed) 
the property of our company, are as extraordinary 
as the performers. Othello raves about a checked 
handkerchief; the Ghoft in Hamlet ftalks in a 
poftil ion's leathern -jacket for a coat of mail ; 
and, in a new Pantomime of their own, 

Cupid 
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Cupid enters with a fiddle-cafe flung over 
bis Ihoulders for a quiver. The apothecary of 
the town is free of the houfe, for lending them a 
a peftle and mortar to ferve as the bell in Venice 
Preferved ; and a barber-furgeon has the fame pri- 
vilege, for furnifhing them with bafons of blood 
to befmear the daggers in Macbeth, Macbeth him- 
felf carries a rolling-pin in his hand for a trun- 
cheon ; and, as the breaking of glafles would be 
very expenfive, he dafhes down a pewter pint pot 
at the fight of Banquo's Ghoft, 

A FRAY happened here the other night, which 
was no fmall diverfion to the audience. It (eems, 
there had been a great conteft between two of thefe 
mimic heroes, which was the fitteft to play Richard 
the Third, One of them was reckoned to have 
the better perfon, as he was very round -(houl- 
dered, and one of his legs was (horter than the 
other; but his antagonift carried the part, be- 
caufe he Jiarted beft in the Tent-Scene. How- 
ever, when the curtain drew up, they botli 
rufhed in upon the ftage at once ; and bawling 
out together " Now are our brows bound with 
** viAorious wreaths," they both went through 
the whole fpeech without flopping. 

<P I am^ dear Coufm, yours, &c. 

Numb* 
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Numb. XXIV. Tbur/day, Jufy iiy lys^' 

1 - ■ " m 

nie dabit populo, patrlbufque, equicique legendum. 

Mart. 

Boohy that the knowledge of the world can JbeWy 
Such as might pleafe a lady^ or a beau, 

WHEN I confider the abfurd taftc for lite- 
rature, that once prevailed among our 
perfons of di(lin£lion, I cannot but applaud the 
reformation, which has been fince brought about 
in this article by the polite world. A Duke of 
Newcajile made himfelf remarkable by a Trea* 
tife on Horfemanfhip ; a Rochefter fupplied the 
place of Ov'td in the clofets of men of pleafure \ 
and even the ladies of former ages facrificed to 
love in Novels and Romances, I will not men- 
tion a Shaftejbury^ as our prefent age has pro- 
duced a BoUngbroke. — We of this generation are 
wifer than to fufFer our youth of quality to lofe 
their precious time in ftudying the belles lettres^ 
while our only care is to introduce them into the 
beau monde, A modern peer, inftead of laying 
down the theory of horfemanftiip, is perfedl in 
the pradtice, and commences jockey himfelf 5 
and our rakes of fafhion are content with a<Siing 

the 



N^24. The CONNOISSEUR. 187 
the fcenes, which Rochefler defcribed. Our ladies 
are, indeed, very well qualified to publi(h a recital 
of amours ; and one in particular has already en- 
tertained the world with memoirs of her own in- 
trigues, cuckoldoms and elopements. 

I AM very glad to find the preient age fo en- 
tirely free from pedantry. Some part of the polite 
world read, indeed, but they are fo wife as to read 
only for amufcment j or at leaft only to improve 
themfelves in the more modern and fafhionable 
fciences. A Treatife on Whift has more ad- 
mirers than a Syftem of Logic, and a New Ata- 
lantis would be more univerfally read than a 
PraSice of Piety. A fine gentleman or lady 
would no more chufe the mind of a pedant, than 
the perfon of a cook-maid or a porten I cannot, 
therefore, but approve of the plan laid down by 
the writer of the following letter, and would 
recommend it to all perfons of fafhion to fubfcribe 
to his propofals. 

S I R, 

I Have long obferved with infinite regret the 
little care that is taken, to fupply perfons of 

diftin£tion with proper books for their inftruc- 
tion and amufement. It is no wonder, that they 
fhould be fo averfe to ftudy, when learning is 

rendered 
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rendered {o di(agreeable. Common creatures, 
indeed, as foon as they can fpell, may be made 
Co rea4 a dull chapter in the Teftament ; after 
which the Whole Duty of Man, or fome other 
ufeleTs good book, may be put into their hands : 
but thefe can never inftrudl a man of the world 
to fay fine things to a lady, or to fwear with a 
good grace. Among a few dirty pedants the 
knowledge of Greek and Latin may be culti- 
vated ; but among fine gentlemen thefe are jufily 
difcarded for French and Italian* Why fliould 
perfons of quality trouble themfelves about Ma* 
thematics and Philofophy, or throw away their 
time in fcratching circles and triangles on a date, 
and then rubbing them out again ? All the Al- 
gebra rcquifite for them to know, is the com- 
bination of figures on the dice ; nor could Euclid 
be of any ufe to them, except he had reprefented 
the moft graceful attitudes in fencing, or drawn 
out the lines of a minuet. 

In order to remedy thefe inconveniences, and 
that the erudition of perfons of fafhion may be 
as different from the vulgar knowledge of the refl 
of mankind as their drefs, I have formed a pro- 
jeft for regulating their fludies. An old crabbed 
philofopher once told a monarchy that there was 

no Royal way of learning the Mathematics : 

Firfl 
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Firft then, as to the mufty volumes which con- 
tain Greeks Latitij and the Sciences, (fince there 
is no genteel method of coming at the knowledge 
of them,) I would baniih them entirely from the 
polite world, and have them chained down in 
univcrfity libraries, the only places where they 
can be iifeful or entertaining. Having thus 
cleared the (helves of this learned lumber, we 
{hall have room to fill them more elegantly. To 
this end, I have colle6led all fuch books, as are 
proper to be perufed by people of quality j and 
fliall (hortly make my fcheme public by opening 
an handfome room under the tide of the Polite 
Circulating Library* Many of my books arc en- 
tirely new and original : all the modern novels, 
and moll of the periodical papers fall fo diredly 
in with my plan, that they will be fure to find 
a place in my library ; and if Mr. Town (hews 
himfclf an encourager of my Scheme, I (hall ex- 
ped to fee peers and peereiTes take up the pen, 
and (hine in die Connoisseur. 

I INTEND b the beginning of the winter to 
publi(h my propofals at large, and in the mean 
time beg you to fubmit the following Specimen 
of my Books to the public. 



CATA- 
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CATALOGUE of BOOKS, &c. 

13 Evelation, a Romance, 

The Complete Cook, by Solgmon Gundy. 

The Gcndeman'« Religion. By a Free-Thinker, 

DiiTertation on Parties. Or an Eflay on break- 
ing of Eggs. AddrefTed to the Big and Little 
Endians. 

A Defence of Alexander the Copperfinidi againft 
St. Paul. By the late Lord Bolinghioke. 

The Pra6Uce of Bagnios : or the Modern Me- 
thod of Sweating. 

The Ladies Difpen&tory : Containing the moft 
approved Recipes for Tooth-Powders, Lip- 
Salves, Beautifying Lotions, Almond Paftes, 
Ointments for Freckles, Pomatums, and Hy- 
fteric Waters; aocofding to the prelent 
Pradice. 

A Defcription of the World ; with the Lati- 
tudes of Vaux-Hall, Ranelagh, the Theatres, 
the Opera-Houfe, &c. calculated for the Me- 
ridian of St. James's. 

A Map 
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A Map of the Roads leading to Tyburn. By 

James Maclean, Efq; late Surveyor of the 

High-Ways. 

Effay on Delicacy. By an Enfign of the Guards. 

The Art of Diffembling. From Ac French. 

A New Way to pay Old Debts. From the Ori- 
ginal publiflied at Berlin. 

The Spirit of Laws. With Notes on the Game- 
ASty the Jew-Bill) and the Bill for preventing 
Marriages. 

Jargon verfus Common Senfe. By a Bencher 
of Lincoln's Inn. 

Univerfal Arithmetic. Containing Calculations 
for laying the Odds at Horfe-racing, Cocking) 
Card-playing) &c. 

Optics, or the Ufc of Opera-Glaflfes ; with Ac 
Importance and Benefit of Near-Sigbtedne& 
confidered. To which is added, a Diflertation 
on the portable Pocket Looking-Glafs. 

The Modem GyBma&un. By Brcwghton. 

Geometry 



Ml The CONNOISSEUR. N'.aV 
Geometry made eafy, and adapted to the meanefi 

Capacity. By Nath. Hart, Dancing-Mafter 

to Grown Gentlemen. 

De Oratore, or the Art of fpeaking on all Sub* 
je£b. By Andrew Mac Broad, F. R. H. S. 
Fellow of the Robin Hood Society* 

A Diflertation on the Miracle of the Five Loaves. 
By the Baker, Prefident of the iame Society, *- 

Garrick upon Death j with an Account of the fe- 
veral Dlftortions of the Face, and Writhings of 
the Body ; and particular Dire£Uons concerning 
Sighs, Groans, Ohs, Ahs, &c. &c. for the 
Ufe of Young Aftors. 

The Court Regifter ; Containing an exaft Lift of 
all Public Days^ Routs, Aflemblies, &c. where 
and when kept. 

The Englifliman in Paris. 

TheEnglifhman returned from Paris. 

The Whole Duty of Woman. Difpofed under 
the Articles of Vifiting, Cards, Mafquerades, 
Plays, Drefs, &c. 

A Diflertation on the Waters of Tunbridge, 
Cheltenham, Scarborough, and the Bath : 

Shewing 
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Shewing their wonderful Efficacy in removing 
the Vapours j — with DireSions how to aflift 
their Operations by ufiiig the Exercife of 
Country-Dancing. 

The Traveller's Guide, or Young Nobleman's 
Vade Mecum. Containing an exEt Lift of 
the moft eminent Peruke Makers, Taylors, 
and Dancing-Mafters, &c. Being the Sum 
of a Gentleman's Experience during his Tour 
through France and Italy, 

^onour, or the Fafliionable Combat. — Hounflow 
'Heath, or the Dernier Refort. — The Suicide^ 
or the Cotip de Grace.— — Tragedies. 

The Virgin Unmaflc'd. — ^Mifs in her Teens. — 
The Debauchees. — She would, if {he could. — 
The Carelefs Hulband.— The Wanton Wife. 

—The Innocent Adultery. Comedies; as 

they are now ading with univerfal Applaufe. 

The True Patriot, a Farce. 

Handcli, Geminiani, Degiardini, Chabrani, Paf. 

quali, Pafqualini, Pafierini, Baumgarteni, Gua- 

dagni, Frafi, Galli, item aliorum Harmonio- 

filfimorum Signororum et Signorarum Opera, 

T 

Vol. I. K Numb. 
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Numb. XXV. Thurfday^ July 18, 1754. 



Vivlmus ambitiosa 



Paupertate. ■ Jur. 

Ahc*i% mbroiiir^dy powder dy heggar^croud\ 
Haughty^ yet even poorer than they're proud, 

A Little Frenehmanj commonly known in 
, town by the name of County and whofe 
figure has been long ftuck up in the windows of 
printihops, was always remarkable for the mean- 
iiefi» and at the fame time the foppery, of his 
appearance. His fhoes, though peihaps capped 
at the toe, had red heels to them ; and his ftock- 
ings, though often full of holes, were conftantly 
rolled up over his knees. By good luck he was 
once matter of half a guinea ; and having a great 
longing for a feather to his hat, and a very 
preffing neceffity for a pair of breeches, he de- 
bated with himfelf about the difpofal of his mo- 
ney. However, his vanity got the better of his 
neceffity ; and the next time the Count appeared 
in the Mall, by the ornaments of his head you 
would have imagined him a Beau, and by the 
nether part of his drefs you would have taken him 
for a Heathen Philofopher. 

The 
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The condtuSl of this Frenchman^ however ri- 
diculous, is copied by a multitude of people in 
this town. To the fame little pride of defiring 
to appear finer than they can afford, are owing 
the many rufty fuits of black, the tyes that feem 
taken from the bafket of a fhoeboy, and the. 
fmart waiftcoats edged with a narrow cord> ^ 
which ferves as an apology for lace. "I know a 
man of this caft, who has but one coat ; but by 
now and then turning the cuffs, and changing , 
the cape, it paffes for two. He ufes the fame 
artifice with his peruke, which is naturally a kind 
of flowing Bob ; but by &e occafional addition ^^^ 
of two tails, it fometimes appears as a Mayor* 
Of this fort of men are compofcd the numerous 
fraternity of the fhabby-gentcel, who are the 
chief fupport of the clothiers in Monmouth Stre^y 
and the barbers in Middle-Row^ 

Women are naturally fo fond of ornament, 
that it is no wonder we fhould meet with fo 
many fecond>hand gentry in that fex. Henc6 
arife the red -armed belles, that appear in the park 
every Sunday ; hence it is, that facks and petenlairs 
may be feen at Moorfields and Whtte-Chapel i 
and that thofe, who are ambitious to fhine in 
diamonds, glitter in pafte and Scotch pebbles. 
When I fee the wives and daughters of tradefmen 

K 2 and 
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and mechanics make fuch attempts at finery, I 
cannot help pitying their poor fathers and huf- 
bands ; and at the fame time am apt to confider 
their drefs as a robbery on the fhop. Thus, when 
I obferve the tawdry gentility of a tallow-chan- 
dler's daughter, I look upon her as hung round 
with long fixes, fhort eights, and rufh-lights; 
and when I contemplate the auk ward pride of drefs 
in a butcher's wife, I fuppofe her carrying about 
ber furloins of beef, fillets of veal, and (boulders 
of mutton. I was vaftly diverted with a difco- 
yery I made a few days fince. Going upon fome 
bufinefs to a tradefman's houfe, I furprifed in a 
very extraordinary difliabille two females, whom 
I had been frequently ufed to fee firangely 
dizened out in the Mall. Thefc fine ladies, it 
fcems, were no other than my honefl friend's 
daughters ; and one, who always dref&s the fa- 
mily dinner, was genteely employed in winding 
up the jack, while the other was up to the elbows 
in foap-fuds^ 

A DESIRE of grandeur and magnificence is 
often abfurd in thofe, who can fupport it; but 
when it takes hold of thofe, who can fcarce fur* 
nifh' themfclves with neceflaries, their poverty, 
inftead of demanding our pity, becomes an ob"- 
j(e(Sl of ridicule. Many families among thofe, 

who 
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wha are called middling people, are not content 
without living elegantly as well as comfortably, 
ajid often involve themfclves in very comical 
diftrcflcs. When they aim at appearing grand 
in the eye of the world, they grow proportion- 
ably mean and fordid ia private. I went the 
other day to dine with an old friend; and* as he 
ufcd to keep a remarkable good table, I was fur- 
prifcd that I could fcarce make a meal with him. 
After dinner he rung the bell, and ordered the 
chariot to be got ready at fix ; and then turning 
to me with an air of fuperiority, * afked if he 
flK)uld fet me down. Here the riddle was out ; 
and I found that his equipage had eat up his ta- 
ble, and. that he was obliged to ftarve his family 
to feed his horfes* 

I AM acquainted, at another houfe, where 
the mafter keeps an account againft himfclf* 
This account is cxaftly ftated in a large ledger- 
book. What he faves from his ordinary expences 
he places under the title of Debtor, and what 
be runs out is ranged under Creditor. I had 
lately an opportunity of turning over this curious 
account, and could not help fmiling at many of 
the articles. Among the reft I remember the 
following, with which I fhall prefent the reader. 

K 7 DEBTOR 
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DEBTOR. 

Dined abroad all this week — My Wife ill — ^Saw 
no Company — Saved feven Dinners, &c. 

Kept Lent, and faved in Table-Charges the Ex- 
pence of four Weeks. 

Bated from the Baker's Bill Haifa Crown. 

Saved in Apparel, by my Family continuing to 
wear Mourning three Months longer than was 
requifite, for the Death of an Aunt. 

Received i /. lo 5. of the Undertaker in lieu of a 
Scarf, Hatband, and Gloves. 

CREDITOR. 

Went to the Play with my Wife and Daughters- 
Sat in the Boxes, inftead of the Gallery, as 
ufual. ■ ■ Mem^ To go to no more Plays 
this Year. 

Invited Sir Charles Courtly and Major Standard to 

Dinner. —— Treated with Claret, and two 

Courfes, in order to appear handfome. Mem. 

To be denied to every body before Dinner-time 

for thcfe next three Weeks, 

Sunday 
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Sunday— my Wife had a Rout— Loft at Whift 
thirty Guineas — Card-money received. Fifty 
Shillings —2V. B. My Wife muft be ill agaiiji 

Gave at Church to a Brief for a terrible Fire, 
Six-pence. — Charity begins at home. 

I SHOULD be forry to have this method of 
ballancing accounts become general. True 
ceconomy does not merely confift in not ex- 
ceeding our income, but in fuch a judicious 
management of it, as renders our whole^appear- 
ance equal and confiftent. We fhould laugh at 
a nobleman, who, to fupport the expence of 
funning horfes, fhould abridge his fet to a pair; 
and, that his jockies might come in firft for the 
plate, be content to have his family dragged to his 
country-feat, like fervant-maids, in the Caravan. 
There are many well-meaning people, who have 
the pride of living in a polite quarter of the town, 
though they are diftrefled even to pay the taxes ; 
and nothing is more common than to fee one par- 
ticular room in an houfe furnifhed like a palace^ 
while the reft have fcarce the necelTary accommo- 
dations of an inn. Such a condudi appears to me 
equally ridiculous with that of ^t Frenchman^ who 
(according to the jeft) for the fake of wearing 
ruffles, is contented to go without a (hirt. 

K 4 This 
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This endeavour to appear grander than our 
circumftances will allow, is no where fb con- 
temptible as among thofe men of pleafure about 
town, who have not fortunes in any proportion 
to their fpirit. Men of quality have wifely cxm^ 
trived, that their fms Ihould be expenfive : for 
which realbn thofe, who with equal tafle have 
left money, are obliged to be oeconomifts in their 
(ins, and are put to many little fhifts to appear to- 
lerably profligate and debauched. They get a 
knowledge of the names and ^ces of the moft 
noted women upon town, and pretend an inti- 
mate acquaintance with them j though they know 
ncne of that order of ladies above the draggle- 
tailed proftitutcs, who walk the Strand. They 
talk very familiarly of the King^s-Arms^ and are 
in raptures with Mrs. Allatis claret^ though, they 
always dine fnugly at a chop-houfe, and fpend 
their evening at an ale-houfe or cyder-cellar. 
The moft ridiculous charafter I know of this fort! 
is a young fellow, the fon of a rich tobacconift in 
the city, who (bccaufe it is the fafliion) has taken 
a girl into keeping. He knows the world better 
than to fet her up a chariot, or let her have mo- 
ney at her own difpofal. He regulates her 
expences with the niceft ceconomy, employs 
every morning in fetting down what is laid out 
upon her, and very ferioufly takes an account oS 

rolls. 



N%25- Sr^^ CONNOISSEUR. 201 

rolls and butter, two-pence — for ribband, one 
flbilling and four-pence— pins, an half-penny, 
&c. &c. Thus does he reconcile his extra- 
vagance and frugality to each other ; and is as 
penurious and exa£t as an ufurer, that he may 
be as genteel and wicked as a lord* 

O 

Numb. XXVI. Thurfday^ July 25, 1754. 



Hie dies vere mihi feftus atras 

Eximet curas. — H o r. 

Of all the days are in the weekj 

I dearly love hut one day; 
And that*s the day^ that comes between,, 

A Saturday and Monday. 

Old Ballad* 

A Gentleman of my acquaintance lately 
laid before me an eftiniate of the con- 
fumption of bread and cheefe, cakes, ale, &c- 
in all the little towns near London every Sunday. 
It is incredible, how many thoufand buns are de- 
voured in that one day at Chelfea and Paddlngton ; 
and how much beer is fwallowed at IJlington and 
Mh'End^ Upon the whole I was vaftly enters 

K 5 tainedi 
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tained with a review of this eflimate ; anfl could 
not help approving the obfervation of Tom Brwm^ 
^* that the Sabbath is a very fine inftitution, fince 
^ the very breaking it is the fupport of half the 
*' villages about our metropolis*'' 

Our common people are very obiervant of 
that part of the commandment^ which enjoins 
them to do no manner of work on that day ; and 
which they alfo feem to underftand as a licence 
to devote it to pleafure. , They take this oppor- 
tunity of thrufting their heads into the pillory at 
Georgia^ being fworn at HighgaUj and rolling 
down Flamflead Hill in the park at Greenwich^ 
As they all aim at going into the country, no- 
thing can be a greater misfortune to the meaner 
part of the inhabitants of London and JVeJiminflery 
than a rainy Sunday : and how many honeft 
people would be baulked of a ride once a week» 
tf the legiflator was to limit the hired onc-horfe 
chaifes working on that day to a certain numbefj^ 
as well as the hackney coaches. 

The fubftantial tradefman is wheeled down to 
his fnug Box ; which has nothing rural about it 
except the ivy that over-runs the front, and is 
placed as near to the road fide as pofHble, where 
the pleafure of feeing carriages pafs under his 

window 
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window, amply compenfates for his being almoft 
fmothered with duft. The few fmart prentices, 
who are able to fit an horfe, maybeJeen fpurring 
their broken- winded hacks up the hills : and the 
good-natured hufband together with his mate is 
dragged along the road to the envy and admira- 
tion of the fool paffenger, who (to compleat the 
Sunday pi<£lure) trudges patiently with a child in 
one arm, while his beloved doxy leans on the 
other, and waddles at his fide fweltering beneath 
the unufual weight of an hoop-petticoat. 

It is not to be fuppofed, that the country has 
in itfelf any peculiar attractive charms to thofe, 
who think themfelves out of the world, if they 
are not within the found of Bow BelL To moft 
of our cockneys it ferves only as an excufe for 
eating and drinking ; and they get out of town» 
merely becaufe they have nothing to do at home. 
A brick-kiln fmells as fweet to them as a farm* 
yard ; they would pafs by a bam or an hay-ftack 
Without notice ; but they rejoice at the fight of 
every hedge a!e-houfe, that promifes good home* 
brew'd. As the reft of a cit's life is regular and 
uniform, his Sunday diverfions have as little va- 
riety ; and if he was to take a journal of them,. 
we might fuppofe that it would run much in the 
Sallowing manner. 

K 6 SUNDAY 



204 "TTie CONNOISSEUR. N-. zSv. 
S U N t) AY— Overnept myfelf— Did not rife 
'till nine — Was a full hour in pulling on my new 
double-channeird pumps — Could get no break- 
faft, my wife being bufy in dreiSng hcrfelf for 
church.. 

At ten — Family at church — Self walked to 
Mother Red-cap^s — Smoked half a pipe, and drank 
a pint of the Alderman's. N. B. The beer not 
fo good as at the Jchm and Eve at Panctas. 

Dined at one — Pudding not boiled enough, 
fuet mufly — Wife was to drive me in an one- 
horfe chair to fee Mother If^ells's at Enfield-- 
Wajh^ but it looked likely to rain — Took a nap- 
and ported feven pages from my day-book, 'till- 
five. Mem. Colonel Promife has loft his elec- 
tion, and is turned out of his place. — To arreft. 
him to-morrow. 

At lix — Mrs. Deputy to drink tea with my. 
wife — I hate their flip flops — Called on my 
neighbour the Common-Council-Man, and took, 
a walk with him to Iflington. 

From feven to eight — ^Smoked a pipe at the. 
Cajile^ eat an heart-cake, and drank two pints, 
of cyder. N. B, To drink cyder often, bc- 

cauicL 
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caufe neighbour tells me it is good for the ftone 
and gravel. 

At nine — Got to town again, very much fa- 
tigued with the journey — Pulled off my clarets 
coloured coat, and blue fattin waiftcoat — Went 
to club, fmoked three pipes, came home at 
twelve, and flept very foundly, 'till the prentice 
called me to go and take out a writ againft 
Colonel Promife. 

As to Perfons of quality, like Lady Loverule 
in the farce, they cannot fee why one day fliould 
be more holy than another : therefore Sunday 
wears the fame face with them, as the reft of the 
week. Accordingly, for fome part of this fum- 
mer Ranekgh was opened! on Sunday evenings ; 
and I cannot help wondering, that the cuftom 
did not continue. It muft have been very con- 
venient to pafs away the time there, 'till the 
hour of meeting at the card-table ; and it was 
certainly more decent to fix affignations there^. 
than at churctu. 

Going to church may, indeed, be reckoned, 
among our Sunday amufements, as it is made a. 
mere matter of diverfion among many well- 
Jaeaning people, who are induced to appear in^ 

a glace 
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a place of worlhip from the fame motives, that 
they frequent other public places. To fome it 
anfwers all the purpofes of a rout or allemblyy^* 
to fee and be feen by their acquaintance; and 
from their bows, nods, curt*(ies, and loud con- 
verfations, one might conclude, that they ima- 
gined themfelves in a drawing-room. To others 
it affords the cheap opportunity of (hewing their 
tafte for drefs. Not a few, I believe, are drawn 
together in our cathedrals and larger churches by 
the influence of the muCc rather than the prayers ;, 
and are kept awake by a jig from the organ-lofi, 
though they are lulled to fleep by the harangue 
from the pulpit. A well difpofed Chriftian will 
go a mile from his own houfe to the Temple- 
Church, not becaufe a Sherlock is to preach, but 
to hear a Solo from Stanley. 

But though going to church may be deemed 
a kind of amufement, yet upon modem principles 
it appears fuch a very odd one that I am at a 
lofs to account for the reafbns, which induced 
our anceftors to give into that method of paf&ng 
their Sunday. At leafl: it is fo wholly incompa- 
tible with the polite fyllem of life, that a perfbn 
of fafhion (as affairs are now managed) finds it 
abfolutely impoflible to comply with this pradUce* 
Then again, the Icrvicc always begins at fuch. 

unfafhionabb 
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un&ihionable hours, that in the morning a man 
muft huddle on his cloaths, like a boy to run to 
fchool, and in an afternoon muft inevitably go 
without his dinner. In order to remove all thefe 
objections, and that fome Ritual may be eftabliihed 
ki this kingdom, agreeable to our inclinations^ 
and condftent with our practice, the following 
ScH£M£ has been lately fent me, in order to fub-» 
mit it to the ferious confideration of the public. 

Imprtmis^ It is humbly propofed, fliatChrif- 
tianity be entirely abolished by k& of Parlia- 
ment, and that no other religion be impofed on 
us in it's ftead ; but as the age grows daily 
more and more enlightened, we may at laft 
be quite delivered from the influence of fuper- 
fiition and bigotry. 

Secondly 9 That in order to prevent our ever 

telapfmg into pious errors, and that the common 

people may not lofe their holiday, every Sunday 

be kt apart to commemorate our viflory over 

all religion ; that the Churches be turned inCb 

Free-thinking Meeting-Houfes, and difcourfes 

read in them to confute the doctrine of a future 

ftate, the immortality of the foul, .and other ab- 

furd notions, which fome people now regard aa 

objedb of beliefs 

Thirdly, 
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Thirdly^ That a Ritual be compiled faaBXj 
oppofite to our prefent Liturgy ; and that> inftead 
of reading portions of Scripture, the firft and 
fecond lefTons (hall confift of a feflion of the 
Pdfthumous Works of Lord Bolinghroki^ or of 
a few pages from the writings of Sfinoxa^ 
Chubby MaundevilUy HobbeSy Cgllins^ Tindalj &c. 
from which writers the preachers fhall alio 
tu'x their text. 

Fourthly y That the iifual Feafts and Fafts^ 
VIZ. Chriftmas Day, Eafter Sunday, Trinity 
Sunday, &c. be ftill preferved ; but that on thofe 
days difcourfcs be delivered fuitable to the oc- 
caiion, containing a refutation of the Nativity, 
the Refurre£lion, the Trinity, &c. 

Fifthly y That inftead of the vile melody of "a 
clerk bawling out two ftaves of Sternhold and 
Hopkinsy or a cathedral choir finging anthema 
from the pfalter, fome of the moft faihionable 
cantatas, opera-airs, fongs, or catches, be per- 
formed by the beft. voices for the entertainment 
of the company.. 

Lajllyy That the whole fervice be conduced 
with fuch tafte and elegance, as may render thefe 
Free-thinkmg Meeting-Houfes as agreeable as the 

Theatres *. 
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Theatres j and that they may be even more judi- 
eioufly calculated for the propagation of atheifm 
and infidelity, than the Robin Hood Society or 
die Oratory in Clare Market. 
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Barbara, Celarent, Darii, Ferio, Baralipton. 
IVcn'ds full of foundy but quite devoid of fenfe. 

IT is a heavy tax upon authors, that they fhould 
always be expected to write I'enfe. Some few, 
indeed, who are rich in fentiment, pay this tax 
very chearfully ; but the general :ty endeavour 
one way or another to elude it. For this purpofe 
fomc have moulded their pitces into the form of 
wings, axes, eggs, and altars ; while others have 
laced down the fide of a copy of verfes wLih the ' 
letters of their miftrefs's name^ and called it an 
acroftic : not to mention the curious inventions 
of rebuflcs and anagrams. For the fame reafons, • 
the modern fong-writers for our public gardens, 
who are our principal love- poets at prefent, en*- 
tertain us with fonnets and madrigals in Crambo. 
Audiors, who promife wit, pay us off with puna 

and • 
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and quibbles ; and with our writers of comedy, 
long fwords, fhort jerkins, and tables widi-car- 
pets over them, pafs for incident and humour* 

But no artifice of this fort has been fo often 
and fo fuccefsfully pradifed, as the immoderate 
ufe of uncouth terms and expreiEons. Words 
that mean nothing, provided they found big, and 
fill the ear, are the beft fuccedaneum for fenfe* 
Nothing fo effeflually anfwers Mr. Bayes^s en- 
deavour to elevate and furprtfe\ and the reader, 
though he fees nothing but ftraws float on the 
furface, candidly fuppofes, that there are pearls 
and diamonds at the bottom. Several dull au- 
thors, by availing themfelves of this fecret, have 
paffed for very deep wrirers ; and arrant nonfenfe 
has as often laid fnugly beneath hard words, as a 
{hallow pate beneath the folemn appearance of a 
full-bottomed periwig. 

Those, who are employed in what they call 
abftraft fpeculations, moft commonly have rc- 
courfe to this method. Their diflcrtations arc 
naturally expefted to illuftrate and explain ; but 
this is fometimes a tafk above their abilities : send 
when they have led the reader into a maze, from 
which they cannot deliver him, they very wifely 
bewilder him the more. This is the cafe with 

thofe 
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Uiofe profound writers, who have treated con- 
cerning the eflence of matter, who talk very 
gravely of cuppeity^ tableity^ tallow- candUlty^ and 
twenty other things with as much found and as 
little fignification. Of thefe we may very well 
fay with the poet. 

Such laboured nothings in fo Jlrange a Jiiky 
Anw%e tV unUanCdy and make the learned /mile. 

Pope, 

No mode of eicpreffion throws fuch an impe- 
netrable mift over a work, as an unneceflary pro- 
fufion of Technical Terms. This will appear 
very plamly to thofe, who will turn over a few 
pages of any modern colledtion of voyages. De- 
fcriptions of a ftorm makes fome of the fineft and 
moft ftriking paflages in the beft poets ; and it is 
for thefe in particular, that Longinus admires the 
Odyjffey, The real circumftances of a ftorm are 
in themfelves, without the aid of poetical orna- 
ments, very affefting ; yet whoever reads an ac- 
count of them in any of our writers of voyages, 
will be fo puzzled and perplexed with Starboard 
and Larboard^ the Main-mq/i and Alizen-mq/l^ 
and a multitude of Sea-terms, that he will not 
be the leaft moved at the diftrefs of the (hip's 
crew* The abAurdity of this did not efcape Swifts 

who 
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who has ridiculed it by a mock dercription of the 
fame kind in hisGuliiver. Thofe,who treat military 
fubjefls, arc equally ridiculous : they overwhelm 
you with CotmterfcarpSy Palifades^ Baftiom^ &c. 
and fo fortify their no-meaning with hard words, 
that it is abfolutely impoffible to beat them out 
of their intrench men ts. Such writers, who 
abound ia Technical Teems, always put me in 
mind of Ignoramus in the play, who courts his 
miftrefs out of the law-di£tionary, runs over a 
long catalogue of the mefluages, lands, tene- 
ments, barns, outhoi^fes> &c. of which he will 
put her in pofieflion, if flie will join ijjiu widi 
him, and manifefts his paffion, in the fame man^ 
ner that he would draw up a leafe» 

This afFe<Station is never more oflFenfive, thait 
when it gets into the pulpit. The greater part 
of almoft every audience, that fits under our 
preachers, are ignorant and illiterate, and ihould 
therefore have every thing delivered to them in 
as plain, fimple, and intelligible a manner as 
poffibk. Hard words, if they have any meaning, 
can only ferve to make them flare ; and they can 
never be edified by what they do not underftand. 
Young clergymen, juft come from the univerfity, 
are proud of fhewing the world, that they have 
Jbeen jeading the Fathers, ^nd are fond of enter- 
ing 
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iflg on the moft abftrufe points of divinity. But 
they would employ their time more to their own 
credit, as well as the improvement of their heaj* ers, 
if they would rather endeavour to explain and 
mforce the precepts of the Apoftles and Evan- 
gelifts, than retail the confufcd hypothefes of 
crabbed metaphyficians. 

As to Eflfays, and all other pieces that come 
under the denomination of familiar writings, one 
would imagine, that they muft neceffarily be writ- 
ten in the eafy language of nature and common- 
ienfe. No writer can flatter himfelf, that his pro- 
dudions will be an agreeable part of the equipage 
of the tea-table, who writes almoft too abftrufely 
for the ftudy, and involves his thoughts in hard 
words and aSeded latinifins. Yet thi$ has been 
reckoned by many the ftandard ftile for thefe 
loofe detached pieces* AdSfon was proud that 
he could boaft, of having drawn learning out of 
firhools and colleges into clubs and coi&e-houfes, 
as Socrates was faid to draw morality from the 
clouds to dwell among men : but thefe people 
(as Lord BoUngbroke pretends to fay of the fame 
Socrates) mount the clouds themfelves. This 
new-fangled manner of delivering our fentim^ts is 
xalled writing found fenfe : and if I find'this mode 
ieems likely to prevail^ I fiiall certainly think it 

expedient 



aa+ The CONNOISSEUR. N*. 27. 

expedient to give into it, and very fuddenly oblige 
the world with a Connoisseur fo fenfibk^ that 
it will be impoffible to underftand it. 

But hard words and uncouth ways of exprefling 
ourfelves never appear with fo ill a grace^ as in 

our common converfation. In writing we cx- 

pe£t fome degree of exa£lnefs and precifton ; but 
if even there they feem harfh and difagreeable, 
when they obflxu£t the freedom of our familiar 
chat, they either make u^ laugb^ or put U6 out 
of patience. It was imagined by the ancients, 
that things were called by one name among mor- 
tals, and by another among the Gods : In like 
manner fome gentlemen, who would be ac- 
counted fine-fpoken perfons, difdain to men- 
tion the mod: trivial matters in the fame terms 
with the reft of the world ; and (carce enquire 
how you do, or bid you good-morrow, in any 
phrafe that is intelligible. It always puts me in 
pain to find a lady give into this pra6lice : If flie 
makes no blunder, it fets very ungracefully upon 
her; but it is ten to one, that the rough un- 
couth fyllables, that form thefe words, are too 
harfh and big for the pretty creature's mouth; 
and then fhe maims them and breaks them to her 
ufe fo whimfically, that one can fcarce tell whether 
(he is talking French or Englt/h. I ihall make no 

more 
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mofe reflexions on this fubje£t at preient^ but 
conclude my paper with a fhort ftory. 

A MERRY fellow, who was' formerly of the 
univerfity, going through Cambridge on a journey, 
took it into his head to call on his old tutor. As 
it is no great wonder, that pedantry fhould be 
found in a college, the tutor ufed to lard his con- 
verfation with numberlefs hard words and forced 
xlerivations from the Latin. His pupil, who had 
a mind to banter the old gentleman on h|s dar- 
ling finble, when he vilited him, entered his 
Cambers with an huge di£Uonary under his 
arm. The firft compliments were fcarce over, 
before the tutor bolted out a word big enough for 
the mouth of Garagantua. Here the pupil begged 
that be would ftop a little ; and after turning 
over his di£tionary defired him to proceed. The 
learned gentleman went on, and the pupil feemed 
to liflen with great attention, till another word 
came out as hard as the former, at which he again 
interrupted him, and again had recourfe to his 
dictionary. — ^This appears to mc the only way of 
cenverfing with perfons of fo pompous an elocu- 
tion ; unlefs we convert the orators themfelves 
into Lexicons to interpret their own phrafes, by 
troubKng them to reduce the meaning of their 
fine fpeeches into plaih Englljh. 
O Numb. 
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Numb. XXVIII. Thur/day^ Augujl%^ 1754, 



Sequar atrfs Ignibus abfens. 



Omnibus umbra locis adero, dabis improbe poenas« 

ViRG. 

T})m to thy crime Jhalt feel the vengeance due : 
With heWs black fires for ever Fll perfue ; 
In every -place my injured jhade Jhall rife^ 
And ConsciEifCE Jim prefent me to thy eyes. 

TOM DARE-DEVIL, who was fo 
much fuperior to the reft of our Bucks 
that he gained the appellation of Stag, finiflied 
a courfe of continual debaucheries, and was car- 
ried off laft week by a phrenetic feven I hap- 
pened to be prefent at his laft moments ; and the 
rememhrance of him ftill dwells fo ftrongly on 
my mind, that I fee him, I hear him, in all the 
agonies of defpair, ftarting, trembling, and ut- 
tering the moft horrid execrations. His confci- 
ence at the approach of death had conjured up 
before him " ten thoufand devils with their red- 
*' hot fpits,** who affumed the fhapes of all thofe 
whom he had injured, and *^ came hifling on 
** him" to retaliate their wrongs. ^ Save me, 
*' feve me," he would cry, " from that bleed- 
** ing form. — He was my friend — but I run him 
*' through th« heart in a quarrel about a whore." 

— « Take 
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— ** Take away that old fellow — He would have 
** carried us to the round-houfe — I knocked him 

** down with his own ftafF, but I did not 

*' thuik the poor dog would have died by it.** 
When the nurfe offered him a draught to takc^ 
•* Why, faid he, will you ply me with Cham- 
^^ pagne ? — 'tis a damnable liquor, and I'll drink 
** no more of it." In one of his lucid intervals 
be grafped my hand vehemently, and burfting 
into tears, ** Would to God, faid he, I had 
*' died twenty years ago.** At length his un- 
drilling foul parted from the body ; and the laft 
words we heard from him were a faint ejacula- 
tion to his Maker, whom he had blafphemed 
all his life. His {hocking exit made me refle£t 
on that fine paflage in the Scriptures, ^' Let me 
^* die the death of the righteous, and let my lat- 
*' ter end be like his." ^ 

The behaviour of this unhappy wretch af- 
forded a dreadful infiance of the truth of that 
maxim. There is no hell like a troubled coH' 
fctence. ^^ There needs, indeed, no ghoft to tell 
** us this :" — But it were to be wifhed, that the 
confcience of every living reprobate could work 
on his imagination in the fame manner, and raife 
4ip fuch horrid apparitions to torment him. 
Where is the wretch fo hardened, who would 

Vol. I. L not 
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not be difmayed at thefe terrors ? Or who could 
perfeverc in a courfe of wkkednefe, when every 
frefli offence would create a new fury to haunt 
him for his crimes ? 

Let us, for inftance, take a view of the moft 
glaring circumftances in the life of that arch-in- 
fidel Tom Dare-devil : and let us at the fame 
'time conceive (if poffible) what pangs he muft 
have felt, had every flagitious aA been attended 
with the fame phantoms that diftraded him on 
his death-bed. Firft then, let us contemplate 
him as a parricide ; for fo he may be 9sAcd, who 
by repeated difobedience broke the heart of a 
moft aSefHonate father. Could filial ingratitude 
receive a (harper punifhment, than in the midft 
of his debaucheries to have this father continually 
before his eyes, expoftulating with him on his 
unnatural behaviour ? " O my fon, (might he 
have heard him fay) " was it for this that thy 
*« mother, who died in giving thee life, begged 
«' me with her laft breath to be kind to the boy ? 
** Was it for this that the country ruhg with 
<« joy for my being bleffed with an heir ? — O my 
*< child, who can I now call my heir ? That 
«' eftate, which I was fo foUicitous to improve 
" for thy fake, is diffipated among jockeys^ 
<« gamblers, pimps, and proftitutcs.— — If you 

<< ihould 
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*f Should ever havq a fon, may His ingratitude 
*^ never ipake ypu thmk of Me." 

Tom, indeed, took care never to have any. 
vexation from children : He had too great a fpi- 
rit to bear the (hackles of matrimony, and lived 
in a ftate of celibacy among bagnios. Some-« 
times he made inroads on private life, and dif- 
turbed the peace of families by debauching the 
wives ai)d daughters of his acquaintance. Among 
other gall^it ei^ploits he decoyed up to town the 
daughter, of a country gentleman, where he ru- 
ined her, and then left her to linger under an in- 
famous difeafe. At length the fruits of his amour 
appeared in a child, which foon periihed with 
It's unhappy parent in a public hofpital. By the 
fame magic of the fancy let us raife up this poor 
girl with the infant in her arms, while he is 
wantoning among his doxies, and lording it like 
a bafliaw over the vaflals of his luft. What re- 
morfe muft this villain have felt, could he have 
imagined her to have addrefied him in the fol- 
lowing terms ! r- *^ Behold in the loathfome 

<^ carcafe of this babe the image of thyfelf ; foul, 

** rotten, and corrupt. How could I fiifier 

^< fo contemptible a creature to draw me from 
*' the comfortable protection of my parents P-^- 
<< It was jufty indeed^ that I fliould fall a vidim 

L2 "to 
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<< to my folly: But was this difeafed infant 
<* quickened, only to proclaim my difhonour 

« and thy infamy ? Why hadft thou yet 

** the power left to propagate mifery even to 
** the innocent ?" 

Tom had often fignalized himfelf as a duellift : 
His confcience, as we have already mentioned, 
upbraided him at his dying moments with the 
murder of a particul^ friend. He had once ill 
luck at cards ; and being irritated with his lofles, 
and fufpeStng foul play on the part of his anta* 
gonift, he took him by the nofe, which confe* 
quently produced a challenge. He is haftening 

to the field of battle u but he fancies liimfelf 

followed by the Manes of his friend, whom on 
the fame unhallowed ground he had lately (acri* 
ficcd to that idol Honour. He hears him call 

" Turn, madman, turn, and look on Me. 

" ^You may remember with what relu£tance 

** I met you You forced me to the combat — 

^ and I was even pleafed, that the viflory was 
•* yours. You deprived me of life in an idle 
*' quarrel about a creature, whom, at your return 
•* from the murder of your friend, you detected 
** in the arms of another.— It was Honour, 
** that induced you to wound the bofom of one 
** you loved ;— — The fame Honour now calls 

** you 
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•« you to give a fellow, whom you defpife, an 
♦« oj^ortunity to retaliate the injury done to nie. 

<* What folly is it to put your life into the 

** hands of a fcoundrel, who you fufpefl has al- 

«* ready robbed you of your fortune ? But 

<^ go on, and let your death rid the world of a 
<< monfter, who is defperate enough to put his 
<< own life on the hazard, and wicked enough to 

** attempt that of another.'^ It happened, 

however, that Tom had no occafion for fuch a 
monitor, as the perfon whom he went to meet 
proved as gieat a coward, as he was a cheat ; 
and our hero, after waiting a full hour in hb 
pumps, and parrying with the air, had no other 
revenge for the loft of his money^ than the fatis* 
fadion of pofting him for a fcoundreL 

Though the hero of our Amy was cut off in 
the prime of his life, yet he may be faid, like 
Neftor^ to have outlived three generations. All 
the young fellows of fpirit were proud to be en- 
rolled in the lift of his companions ; but as their 
conftitutions were more puny than his, . three 
fets of them had dropt into the. grave, and left 
him at the head of the fourth. He would often 
boaft of the many promifmg geniufes, who had 
fallen in the vain attempt of keeping pace with 
him in the various fcenes of debauchery^ In this 

L 3 light 



2M Thi CONNOISSEUR. N^ 28. 
light we may conftder him as an accef&uy to fc% 
manj wanton murders. By the operation <£ his 
confcience, at every tavern door he might have 
met with an acquaintance to bar his pafiage ; and 
in the midft of his jollity, like Macbeth^ he might 
have dafhed down his glafs, and imagined that he 
faw a departed friend filling the vacant chair. 

From the nature of the izGtSy which have al- 
ready been recorded of Tom Dare-devil, the 
reader will eafily conclude, that he muft have been 
an Atheift. No creature, who believed in t 
Supreme Being, could have a£ted fo vihily to- 
wards] his fellow-creatures. Tom was prefident 
of an abominable club, who met together every 
Sunday night to utter the moft horrid blafphemies. 
The members of this moft fcandalous fociety 
muft have heard of the manner of their grieat tu- 
tor's death : Let us imagine therefore, that 

they could figure to themfelves his ghoft appear- 
ing to them, warning them of their errors, and 
exhorting them to repent. They might conceive 
him fetting forth, in the moft pathetic manner, 
the confcquences of their folly, and declaring to 
them, how convinced he now was of the certainty 
of thofe doftrines, which they daily ridiculed. 
Such an apparition would, indeed, have an cfFeft 
upon common finners : but in all probability a 

thorough- 
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thorough-paced infidel would not be reclaimed, 
even *^ though one roie from the dead/' 

What I have here fuppofed might have been 
the cafe of one particular reprobrate, is in the 
power of every perfon to put in practice for him- 
felf. Nothing. is a furer inftance of the good- 
nefs of the Creator, than that delicate inv^ard 
feeling, fo ftrongly imprefled on every reafonablc 
creature. This internal fenfe, if duly attended 
to, and diligently cherifhed and kept alive, would 
check the fumer in bis career, and make him 
look back with horror on his crimes. An an- 
cient is commended for wifhing, << that be bad 
*< a window in his breaft, that every one might 
*« fee into it :*' But it is certainly of more con- 
fequence to keep ourfelves free from the reproach 
of our own hearts, than from the evil opinions of 
others. We (hould therefore confider Confcience 
as a Mirrour, in which every one may fee himfelf 
reflefted, and in which every a£Uon is reprefcnted 
in it's proper colours. 

O 
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Numb. XXIX. Thurfday^ Auguft 15, 1754. 

Gaudent fcribentes, et fe venerantur.— — • 

Hoi^ 

From Self each fcribbler adoratim draws^ 
And gathers incenfe from his own applaufem 

THAT there is a vanity inherent in every 
author muft be confefled, whatever pains 
they may take to conceal it from the reft of man- 
kind. For my own part, I readily acknowledge, 
that I am always wonderfully delighted with my 
own produ£ttons. I fnatch up the favourite iheets 
wet from the prefs, and devour every fyllable; 
not the leaft particle efcapes my notice; and I 
dwell with admiration on the beauties of an ex- 
preflive and or cmphatical the. If every reader 
was to pay the fame attention to my works, or 
perufe them with half the fatisfadion, Mr. 
Town might be fairly be pronounced the greateft 
author of the age. But I am afraid I (hall icarce 
find another, who will fo heartily join in the good 
opinion I have conceived of myfelf ; and many a 
choice fentiment, many a culled expreffion, 
which I have repeated to myfelf over and over 
again with extafy, has by others perhaps been 
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as haftily hurried over, as any common article in 
a news>^paper. 

An author, who is ever big with the idea of 
his own importance, will gather matter for felf- 
ilattery from the moft trivial circumftances. On 
the mornings of publication I have fometimes 
made it my bufinefs to go round the coffee- 
houfes, in order to receive whatever incenfe of 
praife I could collect from the approbation of my 
readers. My heart you may imagine has bounded 
with joy, when I have heard the room echo with 
calling for the Connoisseur: but how has it 
funk again, when I have found the fame tokens 
of efteem fhewn to a brother writer ! I could have 
hugged any honeft fellow, that has chuckled 
over my performances, and pointed out my good 
things } but I have been no lefs chagrined, when 
I have feen a coxcomb coolly take up my paper, 
fquint over the firft page, and throw it down 
again with all the indifference imaginable: 
though, indeed, I have never failed within my felf 
to pronounce of fuch a perfon, that he is dull, 
ignorant and illiterate. I once happened to be 
ieated in the next box to two noted critics, who 
were looking over the file of my papers, and 
fccmed particularly pleafed with feveral parts of 
ihcnu I immediately conceived a very high opt- 

L 5' niott 
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nion of their tafte and judgment : I remarked with 
lingular fatisfaftion the effeft, which my wit 
and humour had on their countenances ; and as 
they turned over the pages, I imagined I could 
point out the very pafTages, which provdced them 
frequently to fmile, and fometimes to burft into 
a loud laugh. As foon as they were gone, I 
feized the file j when lo ! to my great mortifica- 
tion, I found they had been reading, not my 
own admirable works, but the lucubrations of 
a brother eflayift. 

My vanity has often prompted me to wifli, 
that I could accompany my papers, wherefoever 
they are circulated. I flatter myfelf, I fhould then 
be introduced to the politeft men of quality, and 
admitted into the clofets of our fineft ladies. This 
confideration would doubtlefs make me vain of 
myfelf: but my pride would be foon checked by 
refledling further, that were I obliged to follow 
jny papers afterwards through all their travels 
and mutations, I (hould certainly undergo the 
fhame of feeing many of them proftituted to the 
vileft purpofes. If in one place I might be pleafed 
to find them the entertainment of the tea-table^ 
in another I (hould be no lefs vexed to fee them 
degraded to the bafe office of (licking up candles* 
Such is the fatality attending tbcfe Icofe ihects^ 

that 
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that though at their firft publication they may be 
thought as precious as the StbyVs leaves, the next 
moment they may be thrown afide as no better 
than a laft year's almanack. 

Ever fince my firft appearance in a flieet and 
half, I have felt great uneafinefs on account of 
the rude treatment which my works have been 
fubje<ft to in their prefent form. I turned ofF my 
printer for a very heinous affront offered to my 
delicacy, having detefted fome foul proofs of my 
firft numbers lodged in a very unfeemly place; 
and I almoft came to an open rupture with my 
publiftier, becaufe his wife had converted a 
fupernumerary half-fheet into a thread-paper. A 
lady, whofe fenfe and beauty I had always ad- 
mired, forfeited my efteem at once, by cutting 
out a pattern for a cap from one of my papers ; 
and a young fellow, who had fpoken very hand- 
fomely of one of my eflays, entirely loft the good 
opinion I had conceived of him, by defiling the 
blank margin with a filthy lift of foul (hirts and 
dirty ftockings. The repeated abufes of illiterate 
bakers, paftry-cooks, and chandlers, I know I am 
condemned to fuffcr in common with other mor- 
tal writers. It was ever their privilege to prey 
indifcriminately on all authors good or bad : arid 
as politicians, wits, free-thinkers, and divines, 
may have their duft mingled in the fame piece of 

L 6 ground^ 
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ground, (b may their works be jumbled together 
ia the lining of the (ame trunk or band-box. 

One inftance may indeed be brought, ii» 
which I am ufed to hail as a lucky omen the 
damages, that my papers appear to have fuftauned 
in their outward form and complexion. With 
what raptures have I traced the progrefs of my 
fame, while I have contemplated my numbers in 
the public cofiee-houfes fining upon a file, and 
fwelling gradually into a little volume I fiy the 
appearance which they make, when thus col- 
lected, I have often judged of the reception they 
have fingly met with from their readers : I have 
confidercd every fpeck of dirt as a mark of repu- 
tation, and have aflumed to myfelf applaufe from 
the fpllling of coffee, or the print of a greafy 
thumb. In a word, I look upon each paper, 
when torn, and fullied by frequent handling, as 
an old fotdier battered in the fervice, and covered 
with honourable fears, 

I WAS led into this train of thought by an ac- 
cident, which happened to me the other evening, 
as I was walking in feme fields near the town. 
As I went along, my curiofity tempted me to exa- 
mine the materials, of which feveral paper Kites 
were made up; from whence I had fufficient 
room to moralize on the ill fate of authors. On 

oae 
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one I difcovered feveral pages of a fermon ex« 
panded over the furface ; on another the wk^ 
fluttered with love-fongs; and a fatire on the 
mintftry furnilhed another with his ballaft for the 
tail. I at length happened to caft my eye on one 
taller than the reft, and beheld feveral of my own 
darling productions pafted over it. My indigna- 
tion was prefently raifed, that I fhould become 
the play-thing of children j and I was even 
aihamed, that the great name of Town, which 
ftared me full in the front, fhould be expofed, 
like the compofitions of Dr. Rod on the wall, 
to every idle gazer. However, by a curious 
turn of thought, I converted what at firft fcemed 
a difgrace into a compliment to my vanity. 
As the Kite rofe into the air, I drew a flattering 
parallel between the height of it*s flight, and the 
foaring of my own reputation : I imagined my- 
felf lifted up on the wings of fame, and like 
Horace^ fwan towering above mortality: I fancied 
myfelf borne like a blazing ftar among the clouds^ 
to the admiration of the gazing multitude. 

— — ' Via eft> qua me quoque poflim 

Tollere humo, viSorque virum volitare per onu 

Jni uf hi rifn Iih a vapour ; 
Supported high on tilings of papery 
He fmging fliesj and flying frngs^ 
IVhile from below all Gnib-fircct ringu - 

Swim 
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Whils I was indulging this fimtaftic con- 
templation of my own excellence, I never confi- 
dered by how flight a thread my chimerical im- 
porGince was fupported. The twine broke; and 
the Kite, together with my airy dreams of im- 
mortality, dropt to the ground. 



Numb. XXX. Thurfday^ Auguji 7.7,^ '754' 

Multa viri nequicquam inter fe vulnera jaftant, 
Multa cavo lateri ingeminant, et pe£tore vaftos 
Dant fonitus \ erratque aures et tempora circum 
Crebra manus : duro crepitant Tub vulnere malse. 

ViRG. 

Thumps following thumps^ and blows fucceeding blowSy 
Swell the black eye^ andcrujh the bleeding nofe: 
Beneath the ponderous fiji the jaw-bone cracks^ 
And the cheeks ring with their redoubled thwacks. 

AT a time, when Peace fpreads her downy 
wings over contending nations, and when 
armies (like the hSrmlefs militia) are drawn into 
the field only to be reviewed, all Europe muft 
undoubtedly be alarmed to bear of the bloody 
Battle, which has been lately fought in £ngland» 
It is a juftice due to pofterity to preferve a faith- 
ful account of this memorable event : I fhall 

therefore 
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therefore fet it down, as I find it recorded in 
thofe atftbemic regifters of heroic «£Uons the 
news-papers, without deviating a tittle from the 
exprelflve terms, in which this extraordinary 
combat is related. 

** Harlflon in Norfotky Jufy 30. Yefterday in the af- 
•* ternoon Slack and Pettit met and fought. At the 
*« firft Set-to, Pettit feized Slack by the throat, and 
** held him up againft the rails, and grain'd him Co 
** much as to make him extremely black ; this conti- 
*^ nued for half a minute, before Slack could break 
** Pet tit's hold ; after which for near ten minutes 
Pettit kept fighting and drivhighard at Slacks when 
at length Slack clus'd with his antagonift, and gave 
" him a very fevcre fall, after that a fecond and third ; 
•« but between thcfe falls Pettit threw Slack twice off 
'«* the ftage, and indeed Pettit fo much dreaded 5/«f/f*s 
^* falls, that he ran direflly at his hams and tumbled 
** him down, and by that means gave Slack an op- 
portunity of making the falls very eafy. When 
they had been fighting eighteen minutes, the odds 
ran againft Slack a guinea to a (hilling ; whereas on 
firft fetting out, it was three or four to one on his 
** head; but after this time Slack shortens D^Pf//// io, 
<< as to difab]e him from running and throwing him 
*' down in the manner he had done before, but ob- 
**' liged him to fiand to clofe fighting. Slack then 
*** closM one of his eyes, and beat him very much 
*<* about the fiice. At twenty minutes Pettit grew 

** weaker^ 
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** weaker. Slack Wronger; this was occafioned by 
** ^Airi's STRAIT way of fighting. Attwenty^twomi* 
'* nutes the beft judges aUowed Slack to have the ad- 
vantage over Ptttit very confiderably, as he was 
then recovering his Wind, which was owing to 
Gamb : when they had boxed twenty-four minatesy 
** Pf///V threw ^Au-^ again over the rails. This indeed 
*' Slack fufi^red him to do, as by that means he fixed 
** A BLOW UNDER PettithiLiB&, that hurt him much. 
** Whilft Slac^ was again getting upon the ftage, (it 
*' was not half a minute before he was remounted) 
*' Petiit had fb much the fear of his antagQuift before 
<* his eyes, that he walked off without (b much as ci- 
** villy taking leave of the fpefiators, or faying aay 
** thing to any perfon. This the Cockers call rogu 1 no 
•* o/it ; for it is generally thought, that Petti f ran away 
full (Irong. The whole time of their fighting was 
twenty-five minutes; and this morning theB a ttl a 
was given to Slack, who drew the firft ten gaineRji 
** out of the box. Thus ended this dreadful combat* 

Every man, who has the honour of the Britijb 
fift at heart, muft look with admiration on the 
JSottom^ the TVindy the Gamcy of thb invincible 
champion Slack. How muft they applaud his 
addrefs in fighting Jlr ait \ and with what detefta*- 
tion muft they look upon his daftard antagonift^ 
who could fo ftiamefully rogue it ! Captain Godr 
frey^ the fublime hiftorian of thefe hardy beroea, 

would 
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would have exclaimed on this occafion ; --^ 
<< Hail, Blighty Slack, thou pride of the 
^^ Butchers ! Let the fhambles echo with thy 
^^ praife, and let marrow^bones and cleavexs 
.'^ proclaim thy glorious triumph. What was 
^< that half-bred bruifer Ali/oj who is celebrated 
** by the ancients for knocking down an ox, to 
*' cut out the hide into thongs for his Ceftus? 
<< Every petty flaughterman of Clan-Market can 
<* perform greater feats : but thou with refiAlefr 
** arm haft not only knocked down oxen, but 
*< made the fturdy race of barbers, coblers, and 
<< watermen fall before thee." 

I CANNOT but lament the cruelty of that law, 
which has fhut up our amphitheatres: and I 
look upon the profeilbrs of the noble art of Box* 
ing, as a kind of difbanded army, for whom we 
have made no provifion. The mechanics, who 
at the call of glory left their mean occupations, 
are now obliged to have recourfe to them again ; 
and coachmen and barbers refume the whip and 
the razor, inftead of giving black eyes and crofs- 
buttocks. I know a veteran that has often W9n 
the whole houfe^ who is reduced, like Belifarius^ 
to fpread his palm in begging for an half-penny. 
Some have been forced to exercife their art in 
knocking down pailengers in dark alleys and 

corners^ 
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corners ; while others have learned to open dieir 
£fts and ply dieir fingers in picking pockets. 
Bycktmfi^ whofe knuckles had been ufed to in- 
dent many a bruife, now clenches diem only to 
grafp a link ; and Brougbtm employs die mufcles 
of his brawny arm in fqueezing a lemon or draw- 
ing a cork. His Amphitheatre itfelf is converted 
into a Methodift Meeting-houfe : and perhaps 
(u laymen there are admitted into the pulpit) 
thofe very fifts, which fo lately dealt fuch hearty 
bangs upon the ftage, are now with equal vthe- 
mence thumping the cufhion. 

The dextrous ufe of the fift is a truly Briitjb 
cxerciie: and the fturdy EngUJb have been as 
much renowned for their Boxing as their Beef; 
both which are by no means fuited to the watiy 
ftomachs and weak fmews of their enemies the 
French, To this nutriment and this art is owing 
that long eftablifhed maxim, that one EngUflnnan 
can beat three Frenchmen, A Frenchman, who 
piddles on a fricaflce of frogs, can no more en- 
counter with an Englijbman, who feeds upon 
Beef, than the frog in the fable could fwcU her 
little body to the fizc of an ox : and from hence 
we may conclude, on the principles of philofophy, 
that the elaftic fpring, which darts from the 
knuckles of ^ Englijhmm, falls into the heels 

of 
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of a Frtnctmtn. One of mj cotrefpondents iu» 
already retnonftrated againft the dogeneracy of 
tiie prefent times in our {hamefdi negiedl of tkat 
Support of our national ftrength, CM En^Hfi 
Roi^ft Beef» Indeed^ we can never hope, that 
«ny of our modern heroes would attempt to fitc 
u ihw uriikr tht riisj when they are afraid of 
plunging a knife into a furloln : and I will renCure 
to prophefy, that when the times come, that fun- 
k>ins are no more brought upon the table, we 
iball not be aUe to produce one Engli/hnuMf who 
can knock down an 0%. 

Our prefent race of fpindle-flianked beaux 
had rather clofe with an orange wench at the 
play-houfe, than engage in a bye-battle at Toiteri' 
iHm Cfurt. It is therefore no wonder, that the^ 
flKmld obje£): to this manly pradlice, for which 
they are h ill fitted. How can we imagine, that 
they could ftand againft the buffets of a bruifer, 
when they might almoft be patted down with the 
fan of a lady ? An attempt was once made by 
Brtughtm to bring this fludy into vogue, by efta- 
blifhing a fchool for Boxing, in which he was 
himfelf to be the lefturer. He invited the young 
gentlemen of the army, and all other men of fpi- 
rit, to engage under his diredlions ; and promifed 
to arm their fieeble wrifb with mufflers, fo that 
** nothing 
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nothing might be apprehended by the fcrfteft head 
or tendered fkin. A few, mdeed, were hardy 
enough to try a fall with him : but moft of our 
young fellows gave up the gauntlet forfeented 
gloves ; and loathing the mutton fifts of vulgstf 
carmen and porters, they rather chofe to' hang 
their hands in a fling, to make them white and 
delicate as a lady's. I cannot but regret, that 
this defign was not generally encouraged, as k 
might peiiiaps have aboliihed almoft the only 
ttfe^ that is at prefent made of the fword ; and 
men of honour, inftead of tilting at each ocber^ 
might have had fatisfadion in a tight Sei-U be- 
hind Montagui Hmfe. 

The amufement of Boxing, I muft confefi, it 
more immediately calculated for the vulgar, who 
can have no relifh for the more refined pleafuits 
of whift and the hazard table. Men of fafluon 
have found out a more genteel employment for 
their hands, in (hufHing a pack of cards and fliak- 
ing the dice : and, indeed, it will appear upon a 
fti'tdl review, that moft of our faihionable diver- 
dons are nothing elfe but different branches of 
gaming. What lady would be able to boaft a 
rout at her houfe, confifting of three or four 
hundred perfons, if they were not to be drawp 
together by the charms of playing a rubber ?- and 

the 
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the prohibition of our jubilee mafqueradts is 
hardly to be regretted, as they wanted the rooft 
eflential part of their entertainments, the £ O 
table. To this polite fpirit of gaming, which 
has diffiifed itfelf through all the falhionable 
world, is owing the vafl encouragement that is 
given to the Turf; and horfe-races are efleemed 
only as they afford occafion for making a bet. 
The (ame fpirit likewife draws the knowing ones 
together in a Cock-pit; and cocks are refcued 
from the dunghill, and armed with gaffles, to 
fiimifli anew fpedei of gaming. For this realbn, 
SHnong others, I cannot but regret the lo(s of our 
d^ant amufementsJn Oxford Road and TotUn- 
bam Court. A great part of the fpeSators ufed 
to be deeply interefled in what was doing on the 
ftage, and were as eameft to make an advantage 
of theiflueof t)iebattle» as the champions diem- 
felves to draw die largeft fum from the box. The 
Amphitheatre was at once a fchool for boxing 
and gaming. Many thoufands have depended 
upon a match ; the odds have often rifen at a 
black eye ; a large bet has been occafioned by a 
crofs-buttock : and while die houfe has refounded 
with the lufty bangs of the combatants, it has at 
the fame ume echoed with the cries of five to om^ 
fix to ono^ ten to om* 

The 
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. Ths loft of tbi$ branch of gaining is a public 
adamt^ : and I doubt not but the gentlemen at 
ff%iti\ and all others whom it concerns^ will 
ufe dKir utmoft endeavours to reftore it. The 
many plates given all over the kingdom have un- 
doubtedly improved our breed of hor&s ; and if 
the diverfion of Boxing was to meet with equal 
encouragement, we fliould certainly have a more 
flout and hardy race of bruiiers. It might per* 
baps become a faihion for gentlemen, who were 
fond of the fport, to keaep champions in tzaining, 
put diem in fweat3, diet tbem^ and breed up the 
human fpedes with the fame care as they do 
cxkJcs and hor£es* In courfe of time this branch 
of gamingt like all others, would doubtlefi be 
reduced to a fcienoe; and Brougbtan^ m imita* 
tson of that great genius Hoyle^ might oblige the 
public with a Treatife oa the Fift, and Calcula* 
tksns for laying the Odds at aoy Match of Boxing. 
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Numb. XXXI. Thurjday^ Augu/i 2()^ I754* 
Neu, pueri, neu tanta animis afluefcite bella, 

ViRG, 

No more J ye Bloods^ encounter with each other ^ 
But each Fine Gentleman embrace his brother . 

To Mr. T fF N. 
SIR, 

P U muft have obferved a paragraph in the 



Y 



news-papers dated from Dublinj which in- 
forms us, *^ the fpirit of Duelling is now become 
^' fo conunon, that (carcc a day pafles without 
^* one or more being foi^ht in or near that me* 
*< tropolis." I am very much alarmody left this 
madneis (bould crofi the feas : to (ay the trudi^ 
I almoft begin to think it neceflary, that the fre* 
quent importation of hijbmem into this kingdom 
fliouU, for ibme time, be prohibited ; and an 
embargo laid on thofe fliips, duK 9tt fre^hted 
with contraband Duellifb. It is your duty^ 
Mr, Town, at leaft to doall ia your power to 
prevent the influence, which the conduct of thefo 
Jieroic gentlemen, who cannot fiiffia: their fwojds 

to 
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to ileq> quietly in their fcabbards^ may have on our 
jduig fbllows : I muft therefore beg of you to put 
together a few thoughts on this occaiion ; and 
though the fubged has been often treated before, 
I cannot but imagine that diere is fufficient room 
left for you to expatiate on it. It is ufual among 
the Bifliops, when they find any particular vice 
prevail^ to fend orders to the Clergy of their re- 
fpedtive diocefes to preach againft it. In like man- 
ner it is your duty, as Censor General, to 
attack the reigning follies: and it is furely as 
eafy for You to throw them into a new lig^t, as 
it is for the Clergy to preach different fermoos on 
ihefiunetext. 

You will undoubtedly agree with me, that 
Gaming is one of the principal caufes of Duels, 
and that many a young fellow has owed hisdeidl 
to cards and dice. As die gaming-houfes are 
often filled with rogues in lace, and fharpen in 
embroidery, an honefl but rafh adventurer often 
lofes his temper with his money, and begins to 
fufpe£l that 'the cards are packed, or the dice 
loaded ; and then very wifely rifks his life, be* 
caufe he finds it impof&ble to recover his cafli. 
Upon this account I am never witneis to deep 
play, but it raifes very krious refle£tions in me. 
When I have ieen a young nobleman offer a 

large 
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large ftake, I have conlidered him as fetting his 
life upon a card, or (like King Richard) " laying 
** it upon a caft, and ftanding the hazard of the 
** die." I have even imagined, that I heard bullets 
rattle in the dice-box, and that I faw challenges 
written upon every card on the table 

The ladies alfo are frequently the caufe of 
Duels; though it muft be owned, in juftice to 
the better part of the fex, that where one is 
fought, on account of amodeft woman, ten are 
occafioned by proftitutes. The ftout knights- 
errant, who entertain a paffion for the faithlefs 
Dtdcineas of Drury-Lane and Covent - Garden^ 
find ft|ttient opportunities of manifefting their 
prowefi. They not only encounter with bullies 
and bravoes, but fometimes meet with other 
enamoratos as fond and as mad as themfelves. I 
am perfonally acquainted with two gentlemen of 
this turn, who held out piftols at each other 
acrofs a bed at one of thefe ladies lodgings, and 
toiled up which (hould fire firft. The piflol 
however luckily mifled fire, and gave them time 
to thuik better of it: fo they very amicably 
fhook hands, laid down their piftols, and went 
to bed to the lady together. Tliefe females are 
not content, it feems, with the conquefh com- 
voorAy made by the ^r, but often pafs a more 

Vol. I. M cruel 
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cruel fentence on their captives. Thdr lovers 
not only fufFer diofe meUphorical deaths, which 
all their tribe muft endure, but are often really 
killed in ferious truth and iober (adnefi. They 
are not only {hot through the heart by an acci- 
dental glance of the eyes, but often have a brace 
of balls lodged in their heads : and are not only 
^ ftabbed through the liver (as Mercuio has it) 
^ by the bliiui bow-boy's butt-fluft," but they 
may pcihaps be engaged in a dud with a rival, 
in which they are run through the body. 

A FOREIGN Count was once challenged by 
one of thefe hot-headed gentlemen \ and I (hall 
conclude my letter by recommending his method 
to our modem Duellifts. The place of battle 
appointed was the Count's houfe ; and when the 
furious challenger came in, breathing nothing 
but revenge, he was furpriJed to find the Count 
fitting very compofedly with a candle and a bar- 
rel at his fide. " This, Sir, faid the Count, 
^< is a barrel of gunpowder; and if you pleafe, we 
^< will take our chance, who (hall fet fire to it, 
** you or I." The gentleman, amazed at io ex- 
traordinary a propofal, made no anfwer \ upon 
which the Count lighted a match, and waving it 
over the mouth of the barrel, cried out, *« Get 

•* out 
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*< out of die room. Sir, or I will fet fire to the 
«« powder this injftant." This abated our chal- 
lenger's wrath to confiderably, that the Count 
was rid of him in a moment, and he was glad 
to leave the room without any fatisfadion.— 
I (hall exped: fomething from you on thii 
fubje^i and am. 

Sir, your humble fervant, 

Ephraim Makepeace. 

I SHALL not refufe, in compliance with 
the requeft of my correlpondent, to give my 
animadverfions on this fubjed ; but as I am not 
inclined to meafure fwords on this occafion with 
any of my predeceflbrs or cotemporaries, I (hall 
take a different courfe, and appear in the caufe 
as an advocate for Duelling. The vices and 
follies of the fa(hionable world are fo conneSed 
with each other, that they almq|l form a regular 
fyftem ; and the pra£tice of them all is abfolutely 
necefiary to complete the chara&er of a Fine 
Gentleman. A Fine Gentleman (in the modem 
fenfe of the word) is one that whores, games^ 
and wears a fword. Running after loofe women 
is, indeed, in fome meafure common to this ex- 
alted part of mankind with the vulgar : but to 
live in bagnios^ to be kept in repaur by Rock or 

M 2 IVari 
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JV^'dhy the quarter, to be in a conturaal courfe 
of pill and eledary, and to make a btifineis of 
fornication, is the peculiar privilege of a Fine 
Gentleman. Gaming is al(b an eflential requi- 
fite to this cfaarader, and is indeed capable of 
itfelf to create a pcHbn a Gentleman, who has 
no other pretenfions to that title. The greateft 
fcoundrels, provided they were ganaeftcrs, have 
always been permitted to afibciate with people of 
falhion ; and perhaps they hold their title to the 
beft company by the fame tenure, that the Knaves 
keep their rank among the Honours in a pack of 
cards. But the grand diftinguiihing mark of a 
Fine Gentleman is the wearing a fword. Gen- 
tility difplays itfelf in a well-fancied fword-knot^ 
and honour lies fheathcd in the fcabbard. All 
who bear anus have a claim to this character : 
even our common foldiers (like the knights of 
old) are dubbed Gentlemen on the {boulder; 
with this only difference, that inflead of the 
fword, the ceremony is performed by m 
brown mufket. 

Upos thefe and many other weighty confi* 
derations, I have refolved not to difturb the tran- 
quillity of the polite world, by railing at their 
darling vices. A Censor may endeavour to 
new-cock an hat, to raife the ftaj's, or write down 

the 
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the {hort petticoat, at his pleafure. Perfons of 
quality will vary fafhtons of themfelves, but will 
always adhere fteadily to their vices. I have be- 
fides received feveral letters fix)in furgeons and 
younger brothers, dcfiring me to promote as far 
as lays in my power the modern way of life, and 
cfpecially the practice of Duelling. The former 
open their cafe in the moft pathetic terms, and 
afTure me that if it was not for Duels, and the 
amorous rencounters of Fine Gentlemen with the 
other fcx, their profeffion would fcarce fupport 
them. As to the young gentlemen, they inveigh 
bitterly againft the unequal diflribution of pro- 
perty by the laws of England^ and offer me very 
confiderable bribes, if I will efpoufe the caufe of 
Duels and Debauchery ; without which they 
fcarce have any tolerable chance of coming in 
for the family eftate. 

Swift fomewhere obferves, that thefe differ- 
ences very rarely happen among men of fenfe, 
and be does not fee any great harm, if two worth- 
lefs fellows fend each other out of the world. I 
fball therefore humbly propofe, the more effeftu- 
ally to keep up this fpirit, that Duels may be in- 
cluded in the Licence- Aft among our other public 
diverfions, with a retraining claufe, taking 
away all power from the Juftices to prohibit 

M 3 thefe 
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tfiefe CDtertainmcnts. I would alio propofe, fiur 
the better accommodation oi die public, that 
fcafiblds be cfcded behind Mmtapu Haufe^ or 
in any other convenient place, as there are Dow 
at Tyburn : and that, whenevor any two gentle- 
men quarrel, they (hall infert their challenges in 
the daily papers, after the following manner, ia 
imitation of the late champions at Bm^b t m *s 
Amphitheatre. 

I John Mac-Duel, having been affixmted by Ri- 
chard Flash, hereby challenge him to meet me be- 
hind Montague Houfi on the day of to go 
throagh all the exerdfe of the Small Sword ; to ad- 
vance, retire, parry and throft in Cmrtt^ Tierce^ and 
Segocn, and to take my life, or lo(e his own. 

John Mac-Duel. 

I Richard Flash, who have fpitted many fbch 

daftardiy feUows on my fword like larks, promife to 

meet John Mac-Duel, and doubt not» by running 

him through the body, to give him Gendeman-like 

Satisfaction. 

RiQHARO Flash. 

By this fcheme, the public would have an op* 

portunity of being prefent at th'efe £dhionable 

amufements, and might revive that loft (pedes of 

gaming (fo much lamented in our laft paper) hy 

laying bets on the iflue Of the combat. 

It 



N».3r. The CONNOISSEUR. 247 
It fhould alfo be provided, that if either or both 
are killed, the body or bodies be delivered to the 
fargeons to be anatomized, and placed in their 
hall ; unlefs the younger brother or next heir 
fhall give them an equivalent* 

It (hould alfo be provided by the abovemen- 

tioned A£t, that no perfon be qualified to fight a 

Duel, who is not worth 500/. per ann. For as 

it is unfportfman-like to admit dunghill cocks 

into the pit, fo it would render this ineftimable 

privilege le(s valuable, if every mean wretch had 

a right of being run through the body, who could 

do the public no fervice by his death. 
T 

Numb. XXXII. Thur/day, September ^9 I754» 

Emun£be naris. — ■ • HoR. 

jf plain blunt felbwy whoy Ukefcented beaux, 
Tyitb vilepuhitio nier begrimd his nofe. 

To Mr. rOJVN. 

S I R, 

I Know not whether you yourfelf are ad^!i<9:ed 
to a filthy pra<9;ice, which is frequent among all 
ranks of people, though deteflable even among the 

M 4 loweft. 
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loweft. The practice I mean is that of SnufF- 
taking ; which I cannot help regarding as a na- 
tional plague, that, like another epidemical dif- 
temper, has taken hold of our nofes. You au- 
thors may perhaps claim it as a privilege, (ince 
Snuff is fuppofed by you to whet the invention, 
and every one is not poflefled of Bayes's admi- 
rable receipt, the ** Spirit of brains:" — ^butgive 
me leave to tell you, that Snuff fhould no more 
be adminiftered in public, than that of Major^^^ 
medicinal compofition at four-pence a pinch, or 
any other dofe of phyfic. I know not why 
people (hould be allowed to annoy their friends and 
acquaintance by fmearing their nofes with a dirty 
powder, any more than in ufing an eye-water, 
or rubbing their teeth with a dentrifice. 

If a ftranger to this nafty cuftom was to ob- 
ferve almoft every one ** drawing out his pouncet- 
** box, and ever and anon giving it to his nofe/* 
he would be led to conclude, that we were no 
better than a nation of Hottentots ; and that every 
one was obliged to cram his noftrils with a quan- 
tity of fcented dirt, to fence them from the dif- 
agreeable effluvia of the reft of the company. In- 
deed, it might not be abfurd in fuch a ftranger to 
imagine, that the perfon he converfed with took 
Snuff, for the fame reafon that another might 

prefs 
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prels his noftrils together between his finger and 
thumb, to exclude an ill fmell. 

It is cuftomary among thofe polite people the 
Dutchy to carry with them every where their 
Ihort dingy pipes, and fmoke and fpit about a 
room even in the prefence of ladies. This piece 
of good - breeding, however ridiculous it may 
feem, is furely not more ofFenfive to good man- 
ners than the pradice of SnuiF-taking. A very 
Dutchman would think it odd, that a people, 
who pretend to politenefs, fhoidd be continually 
fnuffing up a parcel of tobacco-duft ; nor can 
I help laughing, when I fee a man every minute 
flealing out a dirty muckender, then fneaking 
it in again, as much afhamed of his pocket 
companion, as he would be to carry a difhdout 
about him. 

It is, indeed, impoifible to go into any large 
company without being difturbed by this abomi* 
nable praSice. The church and the playhoufe 
continually echoe with this mufic of the nofe, 
and in every corner yovi may hear them in con« 
cert fnuffing, fneezing, hawking, and grunting 
like a drove of hogs. The moft pathetic fpeech 
in a tragedy has been interrupted by the blowing 
of nofcs in the front and fide-boxes 3 and I have 

M 5 known 
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known a whole coi^regationfucldenly raifisd from 
their knees in the middle of a prayer by the 
violent coughing of an old lady, who has been 
simoft choaked by a pinch of inuff in giving 
vent to an ejaculation. A celebrated ador has 
Ipoiled his voice by this abfurd treatment of his 
Bofe, which has made his articulation as dull 
and drowfy as the hum of a bag-pipe ; and the 
parfon of our parifh is often forced to break ofF 
in the middle of a period^ to ihort behind his 
white handkerchief. 

I _ 

Is it not a wonder, Mr. TowK, that Snuff^ 
which is certainly an enemy to drels, ihouki yet 
gain admittance among thofe, who have no other 
merit than their deaths ? I am not to be told, 
that your men of fafliion take Snuff only to dif- 
play a white hand peihaps, or the brilliancy of a 
diamond ring : and I am confident, that numbers 
would never have defiled themfelves with the ufe 
of Snuff, had they not been feduced by the 
charms of a fiifhionable box. The man of tafie 
takes his Strq/iurgh vmtaUe tahac from a right 
Paris paper-box ; and the pretty fellow wfes an 
-enamelled box lined in the infide with poliihed 
metal, that by often opening it, he may have the 
opportunity of ftealing a glance at his own fweet 
perfon^ itfle<^ in the lid of it* 

Though 
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Though I abhor SnufF-uking myfclf, and 
would as foon be fmothered in a cloud raifed by 
fmoking tobacco, as I would willingly fufFer the 
leaft atom of it to tickle my nofe, yet am I ex- 
pofed to many difgufting inconveniencies from 
the ufe of it by others. Sometimes I am choaked 
by drawing in with my breath fome of the finefi: 
particles together with the air; and I am fre- 
quently fet a fneezing by the odorous effluvia 
arifing from the boxes that furround me. But 
It is not only my fenfe of imelling that is ofiended : 
you will flare when I tell you, that I am forced 
to tafte, and even to eat and drink this abomina- 
ble SnufF. If I drink tea with a certain lady, I 
generally perceive what efcapes from her fingers 
fwimming at the top of my cup ; but it is always 
attributed to the foulnefs of the milk or drofs of 
the fugar. I never dine at a particular friend's 
houfe, but I am fure to have as much rappee as 
pepper with my turnips; nor can I drink my table- 
beer out of the fame mug with him, for fear of 
coughing from his fnuflF, if not the liquor, going 
the wrong way. Such eternal SnufF-takers as 
my friend (hould, I think, at meal-times have 
a fcreen flapping down over the nofe and mouthy 
under which they might convey their food, as 
you may have feen at the mafquerade : or at 
kaft'they (hould be feparated from the reft of the 

M 6 company. 
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company, and placed by tbemfelves at the fiLde- 
table, like the children. 

This pradice of Snuff-taking, however in- 
excufable in the men, is ftill more abommable 
in the other fex. Neatnefs and cleanlinefs ought 
to be always cultivated among the women ; but 
how can any female appear tolerably dean, who 
fo induftrioufly bedaubs herfelf with Snuff? I 
have with pain obferved the fnow-white furface 
of an handkerchief or apron fdlied with the fcat- 
terings from the Snuff-box j and whenever I fee 
a lady thus befmeared with Scotch or Hcruannah^ 
I confidcr her as no cleanlier than the kitchen - 
wench fcouring her braffes, and begrimed with 
brickduft and fuller's earth. Houfewifely accom- 
plifliments are at prefent feldom required in a 
well-bred woman : or elfe I fliould little expedl to 
find a wife in the leafl notable, who keeps up fuch 
a conftant correfpondence between her fingers and 
nofe ; nor, indeed would any one think her hands 
at all fit to be employed in making a pudding. 

It fhould be remembered by the younger part 
of your fair readers, Mr. Town, that Snuff is 
an implacable enemy to the contplexion, which 
in time is fure to take a tinge from it : they fhould 
therefore be a^ cautious of acquiring a fallow hue 

from 
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from this bane of a fair (kin, as of being tanned 
or freckled by expofmg their delicate faces to the 
fcorching rays of the fun. Beiides, as the nofe 
has been always reckoned a principal ornament 
of the face, they (hould be as careful to preferve 
the beauty of it as of any other feature, and not 
fufFer it to be undermined or bloated by fo per- 
nicious an application as SnufF-taking, For my 
own part, I fhould as foon admire a celebrated 
toaft with no nofe at all, as to fee it proftituted 
to fo vile a purpofe. They fhould alfo confider, 
that the nofe is (ituated very near the lips : and 
what reliih can a lover find in the honey of the 
latter, if at the fame time he is obliged to come into 
clofe contad with the dirt and rubbifh of the former? 
Rather than SnufF- taking fhould prevail among the 
ladies, I could wifh it were the fafhion for them to 
wear rings in their nofes, like the favage nations : 
nay, I would even carry it flill farther, and oblige 
thofe pretty females, who could be flill flaves to 
SnufF, to have their noflrils bored through as well 
as their ears, and inflead of jewels, to bear rolli 
of piguil bobbing over their upper lips. 

Wb cannot otherwife account for this &fhion 
among the women, fo unnatural to their fex, than 
that they want employment for their hands. It 
was formerly no di%race for a young lady to 

be 
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be feen in the beft cocDpany bufied with her woriL : 
but agirl now-a-dajs would as ibon be ftirprifed ia 
twirling a fpinning-wfaed, as in handling a diread* 
paper. The fan or the Snuff-box are now the 
only implements they dare to ufe in public : yet 
furely it would be much more hrcoming to hare 
the fore-finger pridced and fcarified widi die pcnnt 
of a needle, than to fice it embrowned with iquees- 
ing together a filthy pinch of Snufl^ 

I am, SIR, 

Your humble fiarvant^ 2cc» 



NVMSr 
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Numb. XXXIII. Thurfday^ September 12, 1754* 

At tu fub urbe po^ides famem mundam^ 

£t turre ab alta profpicis meras laurus ; 

Pidlamque portas otiofus ad Villam 

Olus, ova, pullos, poma, cafeum, tnuftum* 

Rus hoc vocari debet, an domus longe ? 

Mart* 

A little country box you hoqfty 
So maty *tis covered all with duji\ 
And nought about it to be feenj 
Except a nettle-bedy thafs green: 
Your ViUa ! rural but the name in^ 
So defarty it would breed a famine* 
Kiker on Sundays you repair ^ 
While heaps of viands had the chair^ 
With poultry brought froth Leaden- HaH^ 
And cabbage from the huckfter^s flail. 
*Tis not the country you nrnfl own^ 
'77s only London out of town. 

To Mr. TOWN. 

SIR, 

Remember to have feen a litde French 
novel, giving an account of a citizen of Parti 
ung an excuxfioA into Uic country. He ipia- 

ginci 
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gines himfelf about to undertake a long voyage 
to fome ftrange region, where the natives were 
as different from the inhabitants of his own city 
as the moft diftant nations. He accordingly 
takes boat, and is landed at a village about a 
league from the capital. When h^ is fet on 
Ihore, he is amazed to find the people talk the 
fame language, wear the fame drefs, and ufe the 
fame cuftoms with himfelf. He, who had fpent 
all hislife within the fight of PonuNaf^ looked 
upon every one, who lived out of Paris^ as a 
foreigner j and though the utmofl extent of his 
travels was not three miles, he was as much fur« 
prifed, as he would have been to meet with a 
colony of Frenchmen on the Terra Incognita, 

Most of our late novels are, with fome little 
variation of circumflanccs, borrowed from the 
French : but if we fhould endeavour to adapt the 
novel I have been fpeaking of to a citizen of Lon^ 
don^ the humour of the whole piece would eva- 
porate, and the fidion become unnatural and 
improbable. A London tradefman is as well ac- 
quainted with Tumham-Green or Kent'ifty-Town^ as 
Fieet'Jlreet or Cbeapjide^ and talks as familiarly 
of Riebmond or Hatnpton-Court as of the 'Changg 
or the Cuflom-Houje. In your late paper, on the 
aunafemcnts of Sunday, you have fet forth in 

what 
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what manner our citizens pafs that day, which 
moft of them devote to the country : but I wifli 
you had been more particular in your defcriptions 
of thofe elegant rural manfions, which at once 
ihew the opulence and the tafie of eur principal 
merchants, mechanics, and artificers. 

In thefe dufty retreats, where the want of 
London fmoke is fupplied by the fmoke of Virginia 
tobacco, our chief citi:^ns are accuftomed to 
pafs the end and the beginning of every week. 
Their Boxes (as they are modeftly called) are 
generally built in a row, to reiemble as much as 
poifible the ftreets in London. Thofe edifices 
whicji ftand iingle, and at a difbnce from the 
road, have always a fummer-houfe at the end of 
a fmall garden ; which being ereSed upon a wall 
adjoining to the highway, commands a view of 
every carriage, and gives the owner an opportunity 
of difplaying his beft wig to everyone that pafles by. 
A little artificial fountain, fpouting water fome- 
times to the amazing height of four feet, and in 
which frogs fupply the want of fiflies, is one of 
the moft exquiiite ornaments in thefe gardens. 
Tliere are befides (if the fpot of ground allows 
fufficient fpace for tfa^m) very curious ftatues of 
HarUqwnj Scaramouch^ Pierrot^ and Columbini^ 
which ferve to remind their wives and daughters 
•f what they have feeo at the play-houfe. 

I W£NT 
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I WBNT laft Sunday, in compliance with a 
noft prd&ng invitation from a friend, to ipend 
the whole day with him at one of thefe little 
(eats, which he had fitted up for his retirement 
coceawedcfrombuiinefs. It it pleafiuitly fituated 
about three miles from London^ on the fide of 
a public road, ftom which it is feparated by a dry 
ditch, over which is a little bridge confifting of 
two narrow planks, leading to the houfe* The 
hedge on the other fide the road cuts <^ all pro- 
iped whatsoever, except from the garrets^ from 
whence indeed you* have a beautiful vifta of two 
men hanging in chains on Kenmnpm commoDy 
with a diflant view of St. PauPs Cupola enve- 
loped in a doud of fmol^e. I fet out on my vifit 
betimes in the morning, accompanied by my 
friend's book-keeper, who was ray guide, and 
carried over with him the London Evening Pofl^ 
his miftrefs's hoop, and a dozen of pipes, which 
they were afraid to trufl in the chair. When I 
came to the end of my walk, I found my fnend 
fitting at the door in a black velvet cap, fmoking 
his morning pipe. He welcomed me into the 
country ; and after having made me obferve the 
turnpike on my left and the Golden JVheatJheaf on 
my right, he conduced me Into his houfe, where 
I was reoSved by his lady, who made a thoufand 
apologies for being catched in fuch a difhabille. 

The 
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The hall (for fo I was taught to call it J had it's 
white wall almoft hid by a curious colle^oii of 
prints and paintings. On one fide was a large 
map of LondoTty a plan and elevation of the 
Manfion-Houfe, with feveral lefler views of the 
public buildings and balls ; on the other was the 
Death of the Stag by the happy pencil of Mr. 
Hmry Overton^ finely coloured : clofe by the 
parlour door there hung a pair of flag's homs^ 
over which there was laid acrofs a red roccelo 
and an amber-headed cane. When I had de- 
dared* all this to be mighty pretty, I was (bewn 
ijito the parlour, and was prefently aficed, who 
that was over the chimney-piece. I pronounced 
it to be a very ftriking likenefs of my friend, who 
was drawn bolt upright in a full-bottomed peiti- 
Wig, % laced cravat with the fringed epds appear- 
ing through a button-hole, a black livery-gown^ 
a fnufF-coloured velvet-coat with gold buttons, 
a red velvet waiftcoat trimed with gold, one 
band ftuck th the bofom of his fhtrt, and tho 
ether holding out a letter with the fuperfcrip* 

fion — To Mr. Common Council-Man of Far '^ 

ringdm Ward Without* My eyes were then di- 
redled to another figure in a fcarlet gown, who I 
was informed was my friend's wife's great great 
uncle, and had been (herifF and knighted in the 
reign of King Jamn the firft. Madam herfeif 

fiUed 
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filled up a panncl on dieoppofite fide, in tbebabit 
of a (hepherdeis, finelling to a nofi^s^, and 
a nun with gilt horns. 



I WAS then invited by my friend to tec what 
he was pleafcd to call his garden, whidi was no- 
thing m(»e than a yard about thirty feet in 
length, and contained about a dozen little pots 
ranged on eadi fide widi lillies and coxcombs, 
fiipported by fome old laths painted green, widi 
bowls of tobacco-pipes on their tops. At die 
end of this garden he bade me take notice of a 
Ktde fquare building furrounded with fiUeroy, 
which he told me an alderman of great tafte had 
turned into a Temple, by ereding ibme batde- 
mftits and /pires of paint^ wood on die front of 
it; but concluded with an hint, that I might 
retire to it upon occafion. 

After dinner, when my friend had finiihed 
his pipe, he propofed taking a walk, that we 
might enjoy a litde of the country : fo I was 
obliged to trudge along the foot path by the road- 
fide, while my friend went puffing and blowing, 
with his hat in his hand, and his wig half off his 
head. At laft I told him it was time for me 
to return home, when he infifted on going with 
me as far as the half-way hou(e, to drink a 

decanter 
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decanter of Stingo befoite we parted. We here 
fell into company with a brother liveryman of the 
fame ward, and I left them both together in an 
high difpute about Camtng ; but not before my 
friend had made me promife to repeat my vifit to 
his country-houfe the next Sunday. 

As the riches of a country are vifible in the 
number of it's inhabitants and the elegance of 
their dwellings, we may venture to fay, that the 
prefent ftate of England is very flourifhing and 
profperous : and if the tafie for building encreafes 
with our opulence for the next century, we fhall 
be able to boaft of finer countiy-feats belonging 
to our (hop-keepers, artificers, and other plebeians) 
than the moft pompous defcriptions of Italy 
or Greece have ever recorded. We read, it is 
true, of country-feats, belonging to Plinyj Hor^ 
tenjius^ LuadluSj and oiSntx Romans. They were 
patricians of great rank and fortune : Ihere can 
therefore be no dou1)t of the -excellence of their 
Villas. But who has ever read of a Chtnefi* 
bridge belonging to an Attic tallow-chandler or 
a Roman paftry-cook? or could any of their 
flioemakers or taylors boaft a VHIa with it's tin 
cafcades, paper ftatues and Gothic root-houfes ? 
Upon the above principles we ma]^'expe£t, that 
pofterity will perhaps fee a cheefemonger's Jpiarium 

at 
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at Brentford^ a poulta«r*s TbirUtr^biwn at 
Cbijwicij and aa Ormthon in a fifhmongei^s 
garden at Putney. 

As a patriot and an Engl^fimum I cannot but 
wifh, that each fucceflive century fhould encreafe 
the opulence of Great Britain: but I (hould be 
fony^ that diis abundance of wealdi (hould in- 
duce our good citizens to turn their thoughts too 
much upon the country. At prefent we are de- 
prived of our moft eminent tradefinen two days 
.out of fix. It is true, the (hopkeeper and the 
travelling part of his family, coniifting generally 
of himfelf, his wife, and his two eldeft daughters, 
are feldom fuffidently equipped to take leave of 
Ijmdon^ 'till about three o'clock on Saturday in the 
afternoon ; but the whole morning of that day is 
confumed in papering up cold chickens, bottling 
brandy-punch, forting clean fhifts, and night-caps 
for the children, pinning bafkets, and cording 
trunks; as again is the whole afternoon of the 
Monday following, in unpinning, uncording, lock- 
ing up foul linnen, and replacing empty bottles in 
the cellar. I am afraid therefore, if the ViUas of our 
future tradefmen fhould become fo ytry elegant, 
that the fhop-keepers will fcarce ever be vifible 
behind their counters above once in a month. 

Yours, &c. 

G. K. 
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Numb. XXXIV. Thurfiayj September 19, 1754. 



Rcprthendere coner. 



Quae gravis ^fopus, quae dodus Rofcius egit. 

HOR. 

Whenever bi hdlovoSj who ht /miles at Quin, 
jtndlaughs^ when G^mck Jkips Hie Harlequin I 

TH £ French have diftinguifhed die artifices 
made ufe of on the ftage to deceive the 
audience, by the expreffion of Jeu de Theatre^ 
which we may tranflate <^ the Juggle of die 
** Theatre/* When thefe litde arts are exer- 
cifed merely to affift nature, and fet her oflF to 
the beft advantage, none can be fo critically nice 
as to ohjeSt to them ; but when tragedy by thefe 
means is lifted into rant, and comedy diftorted 
into buifoonry, though the deceit may fucceed 
widi the multitude, men of fenfe will always be 
offended at it. This condud^ whether of the 
poet or the player, refembles in fome fort the 
poor contrivance of die ancients, who mounted 
their heroes upon ftilts, and expnefled die man- 
ners of their chara&ers by the groteique figures 
of their malks. 



As 
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As the play-hou/cs are now opened, I cannot 
better introduce the remarks which I may fomc- 
times take occafion to make on the theatrical 
world, than by throwing together a few reflec- 
tions on this ** Juggle of Ae Theatre j" which 
at prefent I (hall confider chiefly as it relates 
to Uie adors. And I hope to merit the thanks 
of thofe gentlemen, who while they are foUi- 
dtous to acquire new beauties, fhould at the 
fame time endeavour to unlearn their faults 
and imperfedions. 

We are indebted to the prefent times for a ju- 
dicious reformation of the ftage in point of a£^ing : 
and (by the bye) I could wifli, that the fame 
good confequences had been produced with 
refpeft to our poets. If a perfeft tragedy may be 
confidered as the mod di£Scult produ£Hon of hu- 
man wit, the fame thing muft hold in proportion 
with refpe£k to an exa£l reprefentation of it : for 
if it is neceflary for the writer to work up his 
imagination to fuch a pitch as to hncy himfelf 
in the circumftances of the charadler he draws, 
what lefs muft the a£lor do, who muft look sis 
the perfon reprefented would look, fpeak as he 
would fpeak, and be in every point the very 
man ? The generation of players, that immedi- 
ately preceded the prefent, prided themfclves on 

what 
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what they called fine fpeaktng : the emotions of 
the foul were difregarded for a diftincl delivery ; 
and with them, as Mr. yohnfon has obferved of 
fome tragic writers. 

Declamation roar^dy while PaJJion JlepU 

And, indeed, to this uninterefting tafte for a£ting 
we may partly attribute that enervate way of 
writing fo much in vogue among the Frenchified 
play-wrights of thofe times ; fince nothing could 
be fo well fuited to the mouths of thofe a£tors, 
as golden lines, round periods, florid defcriptions, 
and a difpaffionate amplification of fentiment. 

The falfe majefty, with which our mimic 
heroes of the ftage had been ufed to exprefs them- 
felves, was for a long time as diftinguifhing a 
mark of tragedy, as the plumed hat and full- 
bottomed periwig ; and we may remember for 
example, when every line in OtbeUo (a cha- 
rader remarkable for variety of paffions) was 
drawn out in the fame pompous manner. But 
as I mean to promote the art, rather than reprove 
the artifts, I {hall dwell on this no longer : for 
mediinks I hear a vetieran performer calling out 
to me in the voice of honeft Jack FalftafiT^ 
« No more of that, if thou lovcft me, Hai:' 

Vol, I. N ^-^ 
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It is fiifficient to remark that, as the dignity 
of the bufkin would be degraded by talking in a 
ftraln tOo loW and familiar, the manner of elo- 
cution in a tragedy fliould not, on either hand, be 
more remote from our natural way of exprefling 
ourfelyes," than blank verfe (which is the only 
proper meafurc for tragedy)" is fronl profe. Our 
prefent fet of a£lors have, in general, difcarded 
the dead infipid pomp applauded in their prede- 
cefibrs, and have wifely endeavoured to join with 
the poet in exciting pity and terror. But as many 
writers have miftaken rant for paffion, and fuftian 
for fublime, fo our players have perhaps too much 
given into unnatural ftar tings, roarings, and 
whinings. For this reafon 6ur l«e* writers (to 
accommodate their pieces to the prefent tafte) 
having placied their chief pathos in exclamations' and 
broken fentences, have endeavoured to alarm us 
with Jhs and Ohs^ and pierce our fouls with iiiter- 
jedlions. Upon the whole, it miift be acknow- 
ledged, that the flage js confiderably improved in 
the Art of Speaking. Every paffion is now dif- 
tinguifhed by it's proper tone of voice: Tfhall 
therefore only add, that when I hear a player 
laborioufly placing an unnatural ftrefs upon par- 
ticular words, and panting with emphafis, I can- 
not help comparing him to the pavior, who at 
every thump of his rammer cries hem* 

I HAVE 



N*. 34- TJ^ CONNOISSEUR. 267 
" I HAVE obferved, that the tragedians of the 

-laft age ftudied fine freaking ; in confequence of 
which, all their aSion confiftcd in little more 
than ftrutting with one leg before the other, and 

•waving one or both arms in a continual fee-faw. 
Our prefent adlors have perhaps run into a con- 
trary extreme : their geftures fometimes refemWe 

■ thofe afflicted with St. Vitm^% Dance ; their 

• whole frame appears to be convulfed ; and I have 
-feen a player in the laft 2kSt fo miferably diftrefled, 
that a deaf fpe£btor would be apt to imagine he 
was complaining of the eholic or the tooth-ach. 
This has alfo given rife to that unnatural 
cuftom of -throwing the body into various ftrange 
Attitudes. There is not a paffion neceflary 
to be exprefled, but has produced difpofitions of 
the Kmbs not to be found in any of the paintings 
or fculpturcs of the beft matters. A graceful 
gcfture and cafy deportment is, indeed, worthy the 
care of every performer : but when I obferve him 
writhing his body into more unnatural contor- 
tions than a tumbler at Sadler* s Tf^ellsy I cannot 
help being difgufted to fee him *' imitate huma- 
** nity fo abominably." Our Pantomime authors 
have already begun to reduce our comedjes into 
grotefque fcenes ; and if this tafte for Attitude 

' fliould continue to be popular, I would recommend 
it to thofe mgenious gentlemen, to adapt our beft 

N 2 tragedies 
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tragedies to the fame life, and. entertain us with 
the jealoufy of OtheUo in dumb (hew, or the 
tricks of Harlequin Handtt. 

Before I difmifs this article, it may be ex* 
pe£led that I (hould (ay fomething concerning the 
behaviour proper for our ladies. We muft allow 
them on all occafions to roll the eye, ftretch up 
the neck, heave the cheft, and with a thoufand 
little tricks fet off their perfon, if not their part, 
to the moft advantage. The pomp of the old 
flage has not yet been altogether reformed, either 
with refpe£l to our herobes or our heroes. A weep- 
ing princefs (though perhaps fhe is hurried on the 
ftage with grief and defpair) cannot decently make 
her entrance without being led in between two 
mourning damfels in black ; and an heroine muft 
always be accompanied by one or more pages, to 
fmooth her train when ruffled by paffion. The 
hero now feldom fweats beneath the weight of a 
nodding plume of fwan feathers, or has his face 
half hid with an enormous bufli of white horfe- 
hair: I could alfo wi(h (if poffible) that the ma- 
nager was faved the unneceflary expence of three 
yards of velvet for the trains of his Amazons; and 
that the chambermaids (as well as the militia of 
the theatres) were difmiffed, and the pages, toge- 
ther with the dirty lords in waiting, blotted out 
of the mute Dramatis Pfrfina. 
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The mention of thefe particulars naturally 
reminds me, how far the Juggle of the Theatre 
is concerned in the affair of Drefs. Many will 
agree with me, that almoft the only diftrefs of the 
laft aft in the Fair Penitent arifes from the pitiful 
appearance of Calijia in weeds, with every thing 
hung in black bays about her ; and the players 
are afraid we fliould lofc fight of Hamlefs pre- 
tended madnefs, if the black (locking, difcover- 
ing a white one underneath, was not rolled 
half way down the leg. A propriety in dreis is 
abfolutely necellary to keep up the general de- 
ception; and a performer properly habited, who 
by his whole deportment enters deeply into the 
circumftances of the chara£ler he reprefents, 
makes us a for a while fancy every thing before us 
real : but when, by fome ill-judged piece of art, 
he departs from the fimplicity of imitation, and 
*' overfteps the modefly of nature," he calls us 
back to the theatre, and excites paflions very 
different from thofe he aims at. 

I CANNOT better illuflrate what has been 
faid on this laft fubjeft, than by giving inftanccs 
of two artifices of this kind j one of which is 
employed (as I conceive) to raife pity, and the 
other terror. 

N 1 WuLii 
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When the Romeo of Drury-Lane comes to 
die at Juliet's monument, we are furprifed to 
fee him enter in a fuit of black. This, I fup- 
pofe, is intended as a ftroke of the pathetic : but 
not to dwell on the poverty of the artifice, it is 
in this place a manifeft violation of the poet's 
meaning. Romeo is fuppofed to come pod; from 

Alaniiuf " Get me poft-horfes, I will hence 

** to-night" — ^ — fo that if our Rofcius muft be fo 
very exa£t in drefling the character, he fhould 
appear at the tomb in a riding frock and boots. 
But a mourning coat will excite pity^ '< and let 
** the devil wear black, (fays our Hamlet-Romeo) 

«< for ril have a fuit of fables." The fame 

player, after having afted that\ioble fcene in the . 
fecond aft of Macbeth, in fo fine a manner, that 
one would almoft imagine both the poet and 
player muft have been murderers to reprefent one 
fo well, goes out to execute the fuppofed murder. 
After a fhort fpace he returns as from the faft: 
but though the expreffion in his face is ftill rcr 
markably excellent, one cannot but fmile to ob- 
ferve, that he has been employing himfelf behind 
the fcenes in putting his wig awry, and untying 
one of the tyes to it. This doubtlefs is defigned 
to raife terror ; but to every difcerning fpeftator 
it muft appear moft abfurdly ridiculous : for who 
can forbear laughing, when he finds that the 

player 
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player would .have us imaginie, th^it the fame 
deed, which ba$, thrown all tbdt,hprror and con- 
fufion into his countenance, has alfo untwined 
one of the tails o,f his periwig? 
O 

Numb. XXXV. Thurfday, September 26, 1754. 

Facundi calices quern non fecere difertum ! 

HoR. 

The fool fucks wifdom, as he Porter fups^ 
And cobUrs grow fine fpeakers in their cups. 

AS I am willing to do every thing in my 
power to celebrate fo illuftrious a body as 
the Rabin Hood Society, I have taken the nrft 
opportunity of laying the following letter be- 
fore the public. 

To Mr. r JVN. 
SIR, 

If^tH^T part ofypur laft paper, in which 
^ you considered the Art. of Speaking as far 
as it regards theatrical performances, gives me 
reafon to hope, that you will not overlook the 
merits of the Robin Hood Society, where that Art 

N 4 is 
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is pra^tifed in it's greateft perfeAion. You would 
do well to recommend it to the gentlemen of 
the theatre to attend thofe weekly meetings for 
their improvement as often as poffible ; and I dare 
fay you will join with me in giving the fame ad« 
vice to the younger part of our clergy and our 
lawyers, as well as our members of parliament. 
The ftage, the pulpit, the bar, and the fenate- 
houfc cannot furnifli us with fuch glorious 
examples of the power of Oratory, as are to be 
met with in this fociety; where the moft im- 
portant queftions in every branch of knowledge 
are difcuiTed, and where the difputants are all of 
them equally verfed in religion, law, politics, 
and the drama. 

The inftitution of this School of Eloquence 
far exceeds any thing, that the ancients could 
boaft. Every fe£^, that was known among the 
Grecians and Romans^ has it's votaries here alfo, 
I have feen a taylor a Stoicj a fhoemaker a Pla^ 
tonj/iy and a cook an Epicurean. They affeft 
to entertain a profound veneration for Socrates^ 
often preferring him to any of the Apoftles : 
though, inftead of declaring with this wife 
philofopher, that they know nothing, the mem- 
bers of the Robin Hood Society profefs to know 
every thing. 

For 
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For my own part, I confefs myfelf fo charmed 
with their proceedings, that I cpnftantly attend 
them : and when I fee all their members affem- 
bled with each his pewter-mug before him, I 
cannot help preferring this focial meeting to any 
ancient Sympojium whatever ; and when I further 
obferve them firft take a fwig, and then fpeak with 
fuch amazing force of argument, I am apt to con- 
clude that truth, inAead of being hid in a well, 
as was faid by an old philofopher, muft lay at 
the bottom of a tankard of porter. 

There is no grace or excellence in Oratory, 
but is displayed in the Robin Hood Society to the 
greateft advantage. Demofihenes being afked 
what was the firft quality in an orator, replied — - 
adion ; what the fecond, — action ; what the 
third, — afiion. Upon this principle one of the 
members, for whom I have a vaft refpedt, is the 
greateft orator that ever lived. He never troubles 
himfelf about the order or fubftance of what he 
delivers, but waves his hand, toiles his head, 
abounds in feveral new and beautiful geftures, 
and from the beginning of his fpeech to the end 
of it takes no care but to fet it ofi^ with afUon* 
TuUy tells us, that it is the bufmefs of an orator 
** to prove, delight, and convince." Proof and 
conviction our Society is always fure to give us : 
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for clfe how could it ever come to pafs, that fo 
many young men fhould have learned from thefe, 
difquifitions, that there is no God, that the foul 
18 mortal, that religion is a jeft, and many other 
truths, which they would otherwife never have 
difcovered. The nature of their queftions is al(b 
for the moft part fo entertaining, that the dif- 
putes about them cannot fail of giving delight : 
and there is a peculiarity in the oratory, of the 
place, which greatly conduces to that end. The 
fpeakers do not always think, themfelves obliged 
to drive in the dull dire£l road to the point, but 
indulge themfelves in a larger fcope, that allows 
room for novelty and entertaiment. When the 
queftion has been concerning the veracity of the 
Bible, I have known a gentleman get up, and 
1 ginning with William the Conqueror give the 
audience an abftraft of as many reigns, as his five 
minutes would allow him to difpatch. I lately 
remember the queftion to have been, ** Whether 
*' a bridge from Black Friers to Soutlnvark would 
'* be of public benefit ;" when a facetious gen- 
tleman employed himfelf in demonftrating the 
great utility of the bridge of the nofe, and the 
bridge of a fiddle. In a word, our orators are at 
once ferious and comical ; and they make gravity 
and mirth almoft conftantly attend each other, 
like their own Robin Hood and Little John. The 

folidity. 
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folidity, and at the fame time the fmartilefs of 
their fpeeches, are equally remsurkable. They 
pun with a grave face» and make quibbles and 
conundrums with the air of a philofopher. TKe 
writings of different authors have been compared 
to wines : but the orations delivered here can be 
refembled to nothing fo properly as the liquors of 
the Society; for while they are at once fo 
weighty and fo fharp, they feem to be an equal 
mixture of porter and lemonade. 

It would be endlefs to enumerate the advan* 
tages refulting from this Society: The wonderful, 
improvement it has already made in our mecha? 
nics is very evident: It. calls oiF our tra<iefmen 
from the praSlice of honefty in their common 
dealings,, and fets them upon inquirUi concern- 
ibg right and wrong, and the moral fitnefs of 
things. The Sp£CTAToii^ has told usof the. 
rhetoric of a, toyman : but you, Mr. Town, 
might acquaint, pofterity, of the eloquence of 
bakers, barbers, carpenters,, and blackfmiths.; 
you may every day hear djfcourii^ on, religion; 
from the fhopboard,. ajsd: refearche^^ into, philo*. 
fophy from behind the counter. When you.tpok. 
notice of the want of learning in our people of. 
quality, you ought in juftice. to have ackno.w-^ 
ledged the amazing erudition o£ ouc tradefrnent 
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The plebeians of Rome were mere brutes to our 
common people ; and I am of opinion, that the 
public room under that in which this weekly- 
meeting is held, inftead of being furniihed with 
the bufts of our Englijh poets, fbould be adorned 
with the heads of the learned (hoemakers, tallow- 
chandlers, bakers, &c. that conftitute this ex- 
cellent Society. 

We may venture to fay, that the Royal Society 
and the Robin Hood are the two greateft orna- 
ments of this nation : and as the former now and 
then give us an account of their tranfa£Uons, it 
were to be wifhed, that the fellows of the latter 
would alfo from time to time oblige us with an 
hiftory of their proceedings. We fhould then fee 
by what means fo many profclytes have been made 
from bigotry and fupcrftitionj by what degrees 
a young difputant from a raw Chriftian ripens 
into a Deift, from a Deift into a Free-thinker, 
and from a Free-thinker, (by a very fhort ftep) 
into an Atheift. We fliould alfo know the efFeft, 
that the difputations at this weekly meeting have 
upon our lives and converfations ; and from 
thence judge how much a defign of this nature 
deferves public encouragement. I have here 
flung together a fhort account of fome of the for- 
mer members, and upon a review of it cannot 

but 
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but lament, that it feems to be the peculiar fate of 
great orators, fuch as Demoftbenes and Tully for 
example, to come to an unhappy end. 

Mat. Prig, a Merchant's Clerk, was con- 
verted from Cbrtftiamty by the arguments whidi 
were brought againft Revelation. 

Aaron Ben Saddai was converted from 
the JewiJhYziAi by the arguments brought againft 
Mojis and the Patriarchs. 

Will. Positive was a ftrong Fatalift, and 
at the fame time a vehement advocate for man's 
free-will. At laft he gave a proof of his free- 
agency by (hooting himfclf through the head. , 

Jack Wildfire was convinced of the inno- 
cence of fornication, ufed to declaim againft the 
abfurd inftitution of matrimony, and at twenty- fix 
died a batcheloi; in the Lock Hofpital. 

Solomon Square ftood up for the religion 
of nature, and the immutable rule of right and 
wrong, in preference to the laws of the commu- 
nity. However, he was unfortunately de- 
leted in an attempt to carry off a iilver tankard 

from 
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from the bar of the houfe, and was fentto propa- 
gate morality in foreign parts. 

Bob Booty was a ftriA Hobblan^ and main- 
tained, that men were in a natuial ftate of war 
.•with each other. He at laft dkd a martyr to 
thefe principles, and n6w bangs on- a gibbet on 

Hounjlow Heaths 

John Dismal, after having argued one night 
againft the being of a God, and the immortality 
of the foul, went home, and was found the next 
momii)g hanging in his garters. 

Thomas Broadcloth^ Citizen and Mercer, 
was very much admired for his fpeeches upon 
trade. After he had been in bufinefs for two 
years, he became bankrupt, and was indi£led 
for felony in fecreting his efFeils. 

Richard GoosEquiiL, Attorney at Law, 
was remarkable for his patriotifm and the love of 
his country. He was convifted of bribery and 
corruption in a late ele<3ion, in' which he was 
employed as an agent. 

Jeremy Crispin, Cordwainer, ufed con- 
ftantly to attend the club for edification, though 

he 
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he was forced from time to time to pawn his 
own and his wife's cloaths to raife the weekly 
fix-pence for his admittance. In the fpace of 
three years he had been a Papift, liQuaJcer, an 
Anabaptift, a Jew, an Arian, a Socihiao, a Ma- 
hometan, a Meffaodift, a Deift, and an Atheift. 
His wife and four children have been fent to 
the workhoufe. He is at prefent confined in 
Bedlam^ and calls himfelf the Prefident of the 
Robin Hood Society. 

I am, SIR, 

Your humble fervant, &c. 
O 
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